


?ittll stity 

- II, IBHVANT IB.IHERBICE, of Decatur, in the county 
of Wan Buren and State of Michigan, Illave invented 
an Improwed Post-Eiole Digger, of Which the fullow 
ingis a specification. - 

2Wing ini Oilois g/ia Zinion. . 
The first part of my invention relates to the con 

struction ofatubularpost-hole digger orholowspade 
With a seriesof perforations in the sides thereof and 
with aninner ofiset or shoulder formed a little above 
its lowercutigedge tocatchand Ietain thedirt un 
tilitisemowelfrom the post-hole. - 
: Ilhe sediond part of miyinvention Irelates to the fiat 
tening of one side of the digger so that it may be 
used to sguare the p0st-hole,if desired, andalso as 
a showel infilingin the hole Wilien the postis set. 

D680ri0i 07 ii 4innin 
Figure1 is n elevation, in perspective, of myin proved Dost-hole digger. 
Figue 2, a dentrallongitudinal section thereof 

, GinariDistrion. 
A is the tubular holowspade orpost-hole digger, 

made of a cyindrical form, but hawing about one 
fourth of its dirotinferende fiattened fomend to end 
to present a plane surfaceasillustrated in fig. 1 of 
the drawing. "Ilhisinstrument may be made of cast 
iron or of steell; when made of the latter, so as to I0088ess a degree of elasticity, I prefer t0 splitor sep 
arate it longitudinally at some one point, 80 asto 
alowittoopenslightiyunder pressure. - - 
Upon and entirey around the inner periphery of 

this holowspade I forman ofset or inwardly-pro 
jectingshoulder, IB, a slort distance above its lower 
end, and bevel of the metalfromtle edge ofsaid of 
lowerend, so asto impart thereto a slarp Guiting 
edge, asillustrated infig, 2. By means of this ofset 
8 the dirt folded upWitin the spaide A is retailled 
tlerein and prevented dropping out until the instru 
mlentis Withdrawn f0m the gtound, andin 80me man 
ne operated upon torenoweits cluarge. 

set down to the outerface of the instriment, atits || 

BRVANT B, HERRI0II, 0F DE0ATUR, MIOEIGAN. 

IMPROVEMENT IN PosT-HoLE DIGGERs. 

- Ehe Bohedule referred to in theae Iletters Fatent and mating part of the Eame. 

Iofacitate the Tetention ofthe dirt within the in 
strument Ifurthermore perforate its sides, as shown 
at ID Din the draWing, so thatithe edges ofsaid per 
forations, engaging the dirt, Which Will Imaturally eX 
pand thereinto more orless, Will serve to support the 
entire mass and Drevent it fon Slipping Out adoi dentally. 

"Illue tubular spade A, thus constructed, is united to 
a suitable handle, F, of wood or Inetal, (by preferende 
the former) by means of three or inore Ir00ts, C C C, 
united atione end to forn a comm0m bar or shank, B, and spreadingtlende to eguistant points in the up 
perend of the tubular spade, to Wilicll theyare firmily 
secured. '· - 

The bar or shank IE is.threaded to sorew up into 
tille lower endof the handle II, a Capor Washer, G, be 
ing first sorewed down upon the shank, soas to form 
a shoulder, against Wilich tile lower end ofthe handle 
Will find a bearing and support When said shank IE is 
screwed up therein, asillustratedin fig, 2. 
In operation, the spade is forced down Wertically 

into the eartin until its interior is filled. It is there 
upon withdrawn, its interior ofset Band perforations 
ID ID preventing the inGlosed mass ofeartill from drop 
ping out whenit is removed Ilhe charge of earth, 
lhaving been carried to any desired point, is forced 
from tle spade and emptied, by striking the spade 
upon the ground oragainst any suitable object, or by 
blows thereonwithasmall mallet, Whiollin either Case 
will so loosen and displace the inol0sed mass as to 
cause it to dropoutivery reatily. Wil the fiattened 
side of the implement the sides of the hole cutin the 
ground may besguared, when desired, anil this forn 
of the tubular spade adaptsit for ISeas a showel un 
der any circumstances, andi especialy in refilling the 
100st-holes. - 

1 claimas myiventiog 
The interior ofset IB firmed in the lower end of a tulloular spade orpost-lole digger A, Substaintially as 

aad for the purpose lerein set fortill. 
Witnesses: IBIRYANT IB. HIRRIRICK, 

HARRY C. CEIUBCE, " ? 
WILIAMI MBAD..… -, ‘ 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


