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To all whom it may concerni : 
Be it known that I, GoRDON McKAY, of 

Cambridge, Middlesex county, in the State of 
Massachusetts, have invented certain Improve 
ments in Metallic: Fastenings for Boots aud 
Shoes; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing, taken in connection with the drawings 
which accompany and form part of this speci 
fication, is a description of my invention 
sufficient to enable those skilled in the art to 
practice it, 
Tleinvention relates particularly to metallic 

fastenings for uniting the soles to the uppers 
of boots and shoes, and is an improvement on 
the metallic strip described in the latent 
granted to Lyman K. Blake and Gordon 
McMay, January 26, 1875, No. 159,015. The 
inprovement consists in making a groove on 
one side of the nail and near the point, so that 
Whell the nail is driven onto an iron-plated 
last, or a horn or other hard resisting surface, 
the point will bend toward the grooved side 
and form a clinch; also, in the shape of the 
points, the opposite sides of which I m'uke 

symmetrical in form to keep the nail from run 
ning or drawing in a slainting direction, and 
in tapering the point on all four of the sides. 

Figure 1 is a side view of a piece of the 
improved strip. Fig. 2 is a top view of the 
same. Fig. 3 is an end view, 
A is the groove, and in Fig. 3 the tapering 

form of the point is seen. The nails are pref. 
erably corrugated, as slowl in Fig. 3 and at 
the end of Fig. 1. 

I claim 
I. A blank, composed of nails united by 

thin wellos and grooved longitudinally lear 
the points of such nails, as at a, substantially 
as described. 

2. In a nail or metallic fastening the groove 
a, in combination with a nail-point, made 
symmetrically - tapering on the sides that 
are at right angles, or nearly so, to the side in 
which the groove a is made. 
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