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1. Claima... ... (Cl. 5-91) 

This invention.generally relates to improved and movel 
mattress construction, and more: Specifically ..." provideS 
a rmattress on. which a person, may; recline in 'face, down 
position. 
An object of the present_invention, is to provide.a.mat 

tress which will permit. heretofore unknown.comfort to 
those desiring or required. to. rest or recuperate while re 
clining on their stomachs in a face "down position. 

Another” object of-the-present , invention is to. provide 
a mattress especially. · adaptable•', 'for': use in · hospitals, 
therapy rooms and in conjunction with patients or other 
persons requiring or desiring a mattress on which comfort 
is provided to the person in either a face up or face down 
position by the selective utilization of certain attachments 
provided with the mattress. 

Still another important object of the present invention 
is to provide a mattress which is simple in construction, 
well adapted for its intended purposes, easily converted to 
its various uses, and relatively inexpensive to manufacture. 

These together with other objects and advantages 
which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully here 
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawingS forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective wiew of the mattress of the 
present invention illustrating all the elements thereof; 

Figure 2 is a detailed perspective wiew of the mattress 
of the present invention with the two head rests positioned 
alongside the edges of the recess in the mattress together 
with the adjustable transverse strap in position for en 
gaging a person's forehead; 

Figure 3 is a fragmental perspective wiew illustrating 
the mattress with the remowable plug in position, thereby 
forming a continuous mattress; 

Figure 4 is a detailed sectional view taken substantially 
upon a plane passing along Section line 4-4 of Figure 3 
illustrating further structural details of the mattreSS and 
the remowable plug therefor; and 

Figure 5 is a fragmental perspective view illustrating 
the use of a single head rest for engaging the forehead 
of a person utilizing the mattreSS in face down position. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, it will be 
seen that the numeral H{l generally designates the mattress 
of the present invention including a generally enlarged 
rectangular body member 12 constructed of the usual 
ticking material and prowided with the usual tufting 
buttons 14 and edging Seams 6. It will be understood 
that this particular type of mattress is illustrated for ex 
plaining the principles of the invention and any suitable 
mattress construction may be employed. 
One end of the mattress i6 is provided with a centrally 

disposed inwardly extending recess or notch 18 which is 
generally rectangular in configuration. The recess 18 
extends competely from the top to the bottom of the 
mattress body 12 and will receive the front portion of a 
person's face when a person is reclining on the mattress 
body 12 in a face down position. 
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A strap member 20 is secured to the end of the mattreSS 

* body 12 by suitable stitching 22 and the strap member 20 
" is elongated and connected to a buckle 24 that is Secured 
to. a relatively short strap. 26 that is attached to the end 
of the mattress body 12by stitching28 on the opposite side 

- of the recess 18. from the stitching 22. By use of the 
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buckle 24, the effective length of the strap members 20 
and 26. may be adjusted whereby the side edges of the 
generally. rectangular recess will be retained in generally 
parallel relation and the two ends.divided by the recess 18 
will-- not. tend. -to- spread outwardly when a person is re 
clining on. the mattress body 12. 

iDisposed under the mattreSS body 12 and extending. in 
bridging relation to the : recess . 18. and extending beyond 
the- inner end of the recess. 18. is, a fiat board-like . Support 
member ?? 3}…. having: a generally enlarged central round 
opening 32, which is: adapted to be.closed. by a. circular 
fiat closure member 34 wherein the closure member 34 
and the opening 32 are provided with matching and com 
plementary ... downwardly and inwardly inclined edgeS 
.whereby, the closure 34 may be: removably positioned in 
the opening 32 and wili? 'form a flush upper Surface: with 
the remainder .. of the support rmember 30; thereby: form 
ing: a?- smooth. Surface.across, the. bottom of the receSS? 18 
and providing a removable closure 34 whereby waste 
body fiuids may be discharged through the opening 32 
by a person reclining on the mattress body 12 in face 
down relation. 
A removable plug 36 is provided which is generally 

rectangular in shape and equal in size and shape to the 
recess 18 for positioning therein wherein the plug 36 
forms a closure for the recess 18 and also forms a com 
tinuation of the mattress body 12 whereby the mattress 
12 may be utilized in the usual manner and will be Sub 
stantially the same as a one-piece mattress body when it 
is in position in the recess 18. 
A pair of head rest members 38 and 40 are provided 

which are generally equal in length and equal in length 
to the distance of the side edges of the recess 18 for 
positioning alongside Such side edges. This construction 
is shown in Figure 2, and a transwerse flexible band 42 is 
extended transversely across the upper outer ends of the 
|head rest members 38 and 40 and the fiexible band 42 is 
detachably and adjustably Secured to the head rest mem 
bers 38 and 40 by matching snap fasteners 44, of which 
there are three, that are positioned in longitudinal align 
ment for selective engagement with the head rest mem 
bers 38 and 40 wherein the fiexible band 42 will form 
a forehead support which may be adjustable as to its 
height and tautneSS so that the position of a person's 
|head may be adjusted. When a person's head is posi 
tioned on the strap or band 42, the cheeks of the per 
son's face will generally be engaged with the inner fac 
ing edges of the head rest 38 and 40, thereby accurately 
positioning the person's head in Superimposed aligned 
relation to the opening 32 to permit accurate discharge 
of waste liquids from the person's body such as may be 
necessary in certain instances. 
As illustrated in Figure 5, only a single one of the 

|head rests 38 or 4, and in this case, the head rest 38, 
is illustrated as extending across the open end of the 
recess 18, thereby forming a forehead Support for a 
person reclining on the mattress body 12 in face down 
relation, whereby the person may be comfortable and 
yet have his head accurately positioned in relation to 
the opening 32 for discharge of waste fiuids therethrough. 

It will be understood that the mattress body 12 and 
the board 30 will be supported on any suitable Support 
ing springs, wherein a portion of the springs will be 
omitted directly under the board 30, thereby permitting 
a receptacle to be positioned under the opening 32 for 
receiving waste fiuids or iiquids from a person using 



the mattress body 12. . Theboard 30. forms an adequate 
Support for the mattress body 12 adjacent the recess 18 
and the strap arrangements 20 and 26 retain the recess 

? 18 in the desired: shape. … . The mattress of":the present 
| invention is , especially useful in… treating patients that 
may be suffering --or: wictims of various conditions neces 
sitating '.' the positioning on a mattress in a face down 
position. 
womiting or · other discharge of liquids from a patient 
without requiring the direct attendance ~ of a nurse or 
Someone that is normally needed to. position the patient 
so · that the liquid being. discharged will not contact the 

* patient or any surrounding area. " " .. ": ' : '.' · · · · · · · · 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, .. since .. numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit. the invention 
to , the exact construction and operation shown> and de 
scribed, and accordingly, all · Suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed.. ~ 

` What is claimed as new is as follows: ' 
A mattress comprising an enlarged body area ? having 

an inwardly extending recess "" in one edge ? thereof to 
receive , the front portion of a person's head when re 
clining in face : down position, a generally fiat support 
member positioned under said body in bridging relation 

-- --> ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' -- * ~ ~ 

| to said recess for Supporting the edges of the recess and 

The raaattress. :10__also... permits: expectoration, 
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having a round opening therein, a pair of opposite elon 
gated head rest members positioned in · spaced relation 
in said recess, and on .. said support member against 
opposite edges of Said , recess and at opposite sides of 
said opening, and a transverse · fiexible strap forming a 
forehead Support overlying said head rest members with 
a slack therebetween and having ends secured to … remote 
sides of said head 'rest ~ members between · said sides 
and_said. opposite. edges of the recess. 
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