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Document 1: JP2005-286382 A (FujitsulLtd.), 13 October, 2005 (13.10.05),
Par. Nos. [0022] - [0039], Fig. 4, & US 2005/0213986 Al, & EP 1580906
A2, & CN 1674475 A

Document 1describegan invention of adigpersion-compensatingdevice
compriging a variable dispersion-compensating unit (1), a
light-receiving circuit (2) for receiving an optical signal, which is
digpersion-compensated by said variable dispersion-compensating unit
(1), to convert the optical signal into an electric signal thereby
performing a clock reproduction and a data digscrimination, an error
correcting circuit (3) for detecting code error information from the
received data signal, and a control circuit (4) for controlling the
variable dispersion-compensating unit (1) automatically on the basis
of the code error information sent from the error correcting circuit
(3), so that the code error of the optical signal outputted from the
variable dispersion-compensating unit (1) may be reduced.

So long as the invention of c¢laim 1 and the invention described in
Document 1 are compared, it ig congidered that the two inventions are
identical. Consequently, there is no common or corresponding special
technical feature between claim 1 and claims 2 - 23. Hence, claim 1
andclaims 2 - 23 donot comply with the requirement of unity of invention.

Moreover, claimg 2 - 6 and claimg 18 - 20 do not have any special
technical feature, since it is considered that those claims are identical
to the invention described in Document 1. The invention of claim 7
has a special technical feature in that the gquantity of compensation
of a wavelength dispersion is controlled at the time of starting an
optical communication on the basis of the decigion result of the
synchronism/asynchronism of a frame and/or the decision result of an
error correction propriety. The invention of claims 8 - 16 and 21 to
23 has a gpecial technical feature in that bit error information ig
detected on the basis of the comparison result of bit errors of every
bit informationbased ona discrimination phase. The invention of claim
17 has a gpecial technical feature in that the quantity of compensation
of a wavelength dispersion is controlled on the basis of a result that
the bit error information is detected by times of an odd number of three
or more. Hence, this patent application is divided into the inventions
of the following four groups.

1. Claims 1 - 6 and 18 - 20

2. Claim 7

3. Claims 8 - 16 and 21 - 23

4. Claim 17

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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