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‘"WILLIAM A. RINGLER, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANILIA, ASSIGNOR ‘T0 GLOBE-
WERNICKE COMPANY, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO, A CORPORATION OF OHIO. -

VISIBLE INDEX-CARD SYSTEM.

" Application filed February 19, 1924. Serial No.-693,781.

My present invention comprehends a novel
visible index .card system wherein the card-
holders .and cards are of novel construction,
and wherein the cards.are secured:to the card-

6 helders in.a novel manner.

It further comprehends a novel oonstruc-
tion of :card-holders wherein one fold of a
card-holder is provided with one or more
tongues-adapted to pass through one or more

10 slits in anether fold of such .card-holder.

It further semprehends a novel construc-
tion of a card Wﬁich is divided by a weak-
-ened portion into .a holding portion and a
recording portion, the holding portion be-

t5 ing prowided with .one-or more slits.

QOther novel features of construction and
advantage will hereinafter more .clearly ap-
Ppear -in .the detailed description and the ap-
pended claims.

Far the purpose of illustrating the inven-
tion, I have shown an the accompanying
drawings a typical embodiment.of it, which,
in practice, will give reliable and satisfac-
tory results. It is however to be understood
45 that this embodiment is typical only and

that the various instrumentalities of which

my invention consists can be varicusly ar-

ranged and organized, .and that the inven-

tion is not limited to the precise arrange-
30 ment and organization of these instrumen-
talities s herein set forth.

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a portion
of a wisible index card system, embodying
amy invention.

Figure 2 is a top plan view of a card in
detached position.

Figure 3 is a plan view .of a card-holder
before it has been folded.

Figure 4 is a plan view showing card-
40 holders and cards in their assembled posi-
tion to :enable the backs of the cards to be
used.

Figure 5 is a section on line 5—5 of Ifig-
ure 1.

Iigure 6 1s a top plan view of another em-
hodiment of my mvention.

Figure 7 ids a rear plan view of assembled
card-holders and cards which have been re-
moved frem a frame.

Figure 8 is a plan view of a card-holder
seen in Figure 7 before it has been folded.

Figitie 0 is 8 plan view of gard-holdars
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and cards, assembled in a different manm
from that scen in Figure 7. '

Figure 10 is a section on line 10—i10 .of
Figure 6. ) -

Figure 11 is .a section -on line 11—I11 :of
Ficure 7. \

Similar numerals of neference indicate
corresponding parts.

Referring to the drawings.: . .

1 designates a frame of a visible index
card system embodying the invention. The
frame 1 has opposite marginal edges im-
twrned to form the guide flanges 2 between
which and the heody portion of the frame the
free ends of the.card-holders 8 are slidable.

Each card-holder is formed from a strip
of material and is provided with hinge-
forming means such asfor example a weak-
ened line 4 which divides it into a rear fold
5 and a front fold 6. The fromt fold 6 has
formed from it one or more projecting
tongues 7 which are adapted to pass through
one or more slits 8 in the .other fold.-

The slits 8 at their free ends are defleated
outwardly as at 9, 10 designates the .cards
which are divided by a weakened line 11
into a holding portien 12 .and .a recording
portion 13. The holding pertion is pro-
vided with .one or more slits 14 parallel to
its edge and to the line 1L
~ In the embodiment of my invention sean
mm Figures 1 to 5 inclusive, the cards are
secured to their card-holders by passing the
tengues 7 through the dits 14 .of a eard

-and then through the slits 8 .of the card-

holder so that the free ends.of the tongues
7 extend towards the recording portion of
the card which it.carries.

The card-holders are nested one within the
other so that the cards -overlap as at 15 to
form a wisible index.

The card-holders.can be assembled so that
one side of the recording pontion of the
cards can be used for recording as seen in
Figure 1. or so that the .opposite sides of the
cards can be used for recording as seen in
Ttigure 4, it being understood that all it is
necessaryto do is:te reverse the card helders
an assembling them with pespect to the
frame. It will:be understoad that any indi-
vidnal card and its cared holdar ¢gn be bodily
réversed 8o that the severse sile of dhe ssird
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is visible and can be readily inspected. If
Lhowever, a number of juxtaposed card hold-
ers and cards are reversed.in this manner it
will be necessary to bend up the card and
the upper top face of the reverse side of the
card will not be visible, due to the overlap-
ping:of the folds of the juxtaposed card
holders:.

For thus reversing a large number of con-
secutively adjacent cards in: the particular
manner last above noted, enough space will
be needed in the holding frame for sliding
the card-carrying holders apart. When the
holding frame 1s filled or substantially so

and it is desired to reverse a2’ large number

or all of the cards without removing them
from their holders, this can be effected in a
‘different way which is clearly obvious from
the construction shown in the drawings. In
such case it is only necessary to remove from
the frame any one or all or as many as may
be desired of the card-carrying holders, and
then simply, on any holder, to swing or shift
the card therein out of contact with one of

5 the folds of the holder and into contact with

the other fold of the holder. That is to say,
if the card 10 should be lying against the
inner surface of the front fold 6 i1t may be

“shiftéd in the holder so as to lie against the

inner surface of the other fold or rear fold

/5. 7Tt will be noted in this connection that

the open V-shape of the card-holding strips
3 provides for thus shifting the cards there-

“in as well as for the nesting of the series of
5 card-carrying holders in superposed relation

Thus it is obvious that either side of the card
10 may be towards the front with a visible
margin 15 of all of the cards exposed, as
shown in the lower part of Fig. 1.
"Referring now to the embodiment seen in
Figures 6 to 11 inclusive the card 10 is simi-
lar in construction te that already described
and corresponding parts have been identified

"by similar reference characters.

The card-holders 16 are formed in a differ-
ent manner, see more particularly Figure 8.

Each card-holder 16 consists of a strip of
foldable material having a weakened line
17 on which it is adapted to be bent to form
a front fold 18 and a rear fold 19. The fold
18 has one or morve tongues 20 formed from
it which are adapted to be received in one
or more slits 21 in the fold 19. The tongues
pass through the slits 14 of the cards and
then through the slits 21 of the card-holder
and in the embodiment of my invention,
shown in Figure 7, the tongues extend to-
wards the rear of the card-holders. In assem-
bling the card-holders, the locking tongues of
a card-holder may overlap a fold of a jux-
taposed card-holder as seen in Figures 9 and
10 or one may be nested between the folds of
a card-holder above it as seen in Figures 7
and 11. In both cases visibly overlapping
portions 22 of the cards are formed.

1,684,807

In all of the embodiments of the inven-
tion herein shown the holding portion of the
card is preferably of substantially the same

width as the width of the folds of the card-

holder.

The cards and card-holders are reversible
in ‘the frame without removing.the cards
from their holder, giving -arrangement in
front view as shown 1n Figure 7 or Figure 9,
so that both sides of the cards can be used
for recording. The slits in the cards, when

‘employed are preferably nearer the top of

the card than they are to the weakened line
or to the recording portion. o

In effecting a reversal of the cards in the
frame. it is to be noted that the disclosed
invention is not limited to a front view ar-
rangement such as appears in the rear plan
view of Fig. 7, nor as appears in Fig. 9,
since the open V-shaped card-carrying hold-
ers, such as 16, may be ‘arranged in nested
superposed relation with eithér side of the
cards 10 directed towards the front of the
frame and exposing the visible margins 22
such as appear in the lower part of Fig. 6.
For example, referring to Fig. 11, in order
to effect such a reversal it would only be
necessary tc shift the cards 10 out of con-
tact with the inner surface of the front fold
18 and into contact at the inner surface of
the rear fold 19 and then reassemble the
card-carrying holders in the same manner as
shown in Fig. 6. Then the other or reverse
sides of the cards will be towards the front,
as is obvious from the construction shown
in the drawings, particularly from Fig. 11
It is also obvious that either all of the card-
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carrying holders or any less number thereof -

that may be desired may be thus reversed.

It will now be apparent that I have de-
vised a new and useful visible index: eard
system which embodics the features of ad-
vantage enmerated as desirable in the state-
ment of the invention and the above de-
seription, and while I have, in the present
instance, shown and deseribed a preferred
embodiment thereof which will give in prac-
tice satisfactory and reliable results, it is to
be undeistood that this embodiment is sus-
ceptible of modification in various particu-
lars without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention or sacrificing any of
its advantages.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:

1. A card-holder comprising a foldable
strip having folds of uniform width through-
out their length and having one of its folds
provided with a tongue and its other fold
provided with a slit to receive said tongue,
said slit extending longitudinally of its
folder.

2. A card-holder comprising a foldable
strip having one of its folds provided with
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a tongue and its other fold provided with
a slit to receive said tongue, said tongue
extending at right angles to the median hne
of the card holder.

3. An index filing card having a weakened
line separating it into a holding portion and
a recording portion, the holding portion
having a plurality of closed longitudinaily
extending card-holding slits located nearver
to the top of the card than to the recording
portion and in longitudinal alignment.

4. A plurality of card-holders, each com-
prising a foldable strip having one of its
folds provided with a tongue and its other
fold provided with a slit to receive said
tongue, cards secured to said card-holders by
said tongues, and a frame in which said
card-holders are mounted, the card holders
being reversible in said frame without re-
moving the cards from their holders to bring
the opposite sides of the cards to the front.

5. A card-holder comprising -a foldable
strip having one fold provided with a tongue
which passes through the other fold, and a
card through which said tongue passes, said
folds being of the same width and of greater
length than said card to form end holder
portions.

6. A card-holder comprising a foldable
strip having one fold provided with a tongue
which passes through the other fold, and a
card having a holding portion of substan-
tially the same width as the folds and
through which said tongue passes.

7. A card holder, comprising a folded
strip, the folds of which are of the same
width, one of said folds being provided with
a plurality of tongues and the other of said
folds Dbeing provided with slits through
which said tongues pass to lock the folds
together, said slits extending longitudinally
of their fold and said tongues respectively
extending . in a plane to provide for the
tongues passing through the respective slits.

8. A card holder, comprising a folded
strip having one fold provided with a
tongue which passes through the other fold,
and a card through which said tongue
passes, said card holder being of greater
length than the width of said card, and a
frame in which the card-carrying holder is
removably mounted by means of the ends of
the card holder which project beyond the
card carried thereby.

9. A substantially V-shaped card holder
having diverging arms adapted to receive
loosely between them the margin of a card,
one of the arms being provided at an inter-
mediate point thereof with a card-holding
tongue to pass through the card and through
the other arm of the card holder.

3

10. In a card system, a card-holding strip
substantially V-shaped in cross section with
diverging arms of substantially equal width,
a card having a margin adapted to be loosely
received between the arms and provided
with a weakened fold line along the ex-
posed edges of the arms, and a card-holding
tongue formed on and projecting from an
intermediate point of one of the arms
through the card and through the other
arm.

il. A card system comprising a series of
superposed card-carrying card holders in
which each such unit comprises a substan-
tially transversely V-shaped card-holding
strip comprising arms in diverging relation,
a card-holding tongue formed on one of the
arms at an intermediate point of its width
and extending across the intervening space
and through the other arm, and a card hav-
ing a margin in the space between and
adapted to lie against the inner surface of
one of the arms or to be shifted to lie against
the inner surface of the other arm and
through which card said tongue projects,
the series of card carrying V-shaped card
holders being nested in superposed relation,
and adapted to be thus nested witih either
side of the cards at the front and tc expose
at the front a visible lower margin on one
side or the other of all of the cards, ac-
cording to which one of the arms of the
holder any card may lie against.

12. A card svstem comprising a series of
superposed card-carrying card holders in
which each such card unit comprises a sub-
stantially transversely V-shaped card-hold-
ing strip having diverging arms of substan-
tiaily the same width, a card-holding tongue
forined on one of the arms at an infermedi-
ate point of its width and extending across
the intervening space and through the other
arm, and a card having a margin received
loesely into the open space between the arms
and through which the tongue passes, so that
the card may be shifted to lie against the
inner surface of cither one or the other of
the arms of its holder, such card having a
weakened line for folding the card along
and substantially flush with the exposed
odges of the arms so that the card may be
felded in either direction relatively to its
holder, the series of card-carrying V-shaped
card holders being nested successively one
within another in superposed relation where-
by in such series exposed visible margins of
all of the cards are provided, which may be
of one side or of the other side of any such
card according to the shifted position of
such card in its holder.

WILLIAM A. RINGLER.
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