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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM DRISCOLL,
of Taunton, in the county of Bristol and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
Improved Crucible and Pottery Mold, of which
the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to provide a
mold in which to form crucibles that can be
removed from the completed erucible imme-
diately without waiting for it to dry and with-
out injuring it in the slightest degree, whereby
fewer molds are required to carry on the work,
and a more uniform drying of the crueible is
obtained.

It consists of a mold made of wood or other
suitable material, provided with an inside lin-
ing of cloth or other suitable flexible fabric.

In the accompanying drawings, Figuare 1 is
a vertical section of a erucible-mold, provided
with my improvement; and Fig. 2 is a top
view or plan of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The crucible-molds now in use are made of
plaster and also of iron. 'When made of plas-
ter they cannot be removed from the com-
pleted crucible until well dried withoutinjury,
and the result is that a mold has to be pro-
vided for every crucible made during a day’s
work.

In the case of iron molds their use is incon-
venient on account of their weight, and while
it is designed to remove them from the cruci-
ble as soon as completed they cannot always
be depended upon to come off without injuring
the crucible; consequently their use is some-
what limited.

My invention is designed to cure both these
defects, and I will now proceed to describe it.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
outer shell of my improved mold, divided lon-
gitudinally into two equal partsin the usual
manner. The outside of this shell is like the
mold at present in use, so that it is adapted
equally with that to be placed in the kettle
and clamped to the machine on which the cru-
cible is formed. The inside of this shell, or
both parts of it, is lined with a cloth or other
fabricated lining, B, extending from the mouth

of the mold « to the bottom b, as shown in the
drawings. This lining is only secured at its
edges to the mold—thatis, the top and bottom
edges are turned over the top and bottom of
the mold, as shown at ¢ ¢/, and the sides are
turned around and secured to the faces of
each seection, as shown at d d, Fig. 2. Thus
that part in contaet with the inside surface of
the shell is unsecured, but nevertheless is laid
over it without wrinkles or other unevenness.

On the top of the shell is placed a metal
rim, ¢, to protect the lap of the lining. The
ends of this rim are designed, in practice, to
be turned down on the face of each section,
80 as to make a neat finish and avoid cateh-
ing. The mold thus made is placed in the
kettle of the crucible-machine precisely as the
mold now in use, and the operation of forming
the cracible is proceeded with in the usual
manner; but when completed the mold is lifted
from the machine, unclamped, and removed
immediately from the crucible instead of set-
ting the whole away for the crucible to dry.
This will be found practicable, as the lining
will part readily from the surface of the cruci-
ble withoat injuring it in the slightest degree.
Thus one mold of each size will be found suffi-
cient for each machine, and it can be kept
constantly in use. So also as the whole of the
crucible can thus be exposed as a result of its
removal from the mold, it can be dried more
evenly than when incased in the mold, and
thus it is more lLomogeneous than when
treated in the ordinary manner.

Another advantage is obtained from the
ability this construetion of the mold gives toal-
low the erucible-mixture to he worked stiffer
than ean be done where plaster molds are used.
The mold thus formed is not confined to the
making of crucibles. It can be used in all
branches of the ceramic art where molds are
ordinarily used.

The material of which the lining is com-
posed may be cloth or any other fabricated
material having the same or similar flexible
qualities, and it may be attached to the mold in
any way, either by tacking, as described and
shown herein, or by gluing, or any other way
that will hold it.
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The shell of the mold may be made of wood,
Plaster, or any other suitable material—wood
being preferred on account of its lightness, &e.

‘When plaster is employed as the material
for making the mold, or any similar material,
it will be found necessary to glue the lining
to it closely all over instead of having it loose
from the walls of the mold.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— ‘

As an improvement in crucible-molds, the
shell A, provided with the inside lining, B, of
cloth or other flexible fabrie, permanently se-
cured thereto, substantially as shown and de-
seribed, and for the purpose set forth.

WILLIAM DRISCOLL.
Witnesses:

F. J. MACFARLANE,
W. T, MACFARLANE.




