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My invention relates to a manual clothes
feeding device adapted to be used by the op-
erators of the well-known domestic washing
machines having roll wringing devices for the
extraction of the wash and rinse water from
the clothes.

One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide the operator of a domestic washing machine
with a manual clothes feeding device so con-
structed as to absolutely prevent any possibility
of the operator’s fingers being caught between
the wringer rolls during the feeding of the
clothes thereto.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a clothes inserting device for wringers fashioned
to be conveniently carried on the back of the
operator’s hand without detracting from useful-
ness of the hand during other washing and
wringing operations.

A further object of my invention is in a
clothes feeding device having a tapered flexible
clothes inserting portion with a releasable finger
securing portion attached thereto or formed as
part thereof.

Other objects of my invention will appear in
the following specification when taken in con-
nection with the attached drawing of which:

Fig. 1.is an elevational view showing the actual
manner in which my clothes feeding device is
used;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device;

Fig. 3 is an end elevation thereof; and

Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the same.

Before referring specifically to the drawing for
a detailed description of my clothes feeding de-
vice, it would seem advisable to describe the usu-
ally well-known devices which are used to feed
clothes to a wringer.

Of course, the oldest and best known method
universally used is for the operator to force the
clothes into the moving rolls of the wringer with
her fingers.

A number of devices for feeding the clothes
to the rolls by means attached to the wringer
have also been used, but these devices fail in
that they lack the nicety of adjustment required
in feeding clothes and other fabrics of varying
size and weight. These devices include feeding
members secured to or pivoted upon the wringer
frame, feeding troughs, etc.

Other devices for this same purpose might be
classed as feeding sticks of one form or another
which the operator uses to force the clothes into
the bite of the rolls.

All of the above devices fail either for lack
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of delicate adjustability and ease of use, or be-
cause they become unhandy during the other
washing and wringing operations. For instance,
the feeding sticks must be dropped when the
operator needs both her hands to guide the
clothes and possibly to reverse and again start
the wringer rolls for one of many reasons,

It is believed that applicant’s device over-
comes the above well-known disadvantages to
clothes feeding devices and permits the use of
the operator’s hand for the usual washing ef-
forts, while at the same time permitting a deli-
cate adjustment of the clothes into the bite of
the wringer rolls.

Now referring to the drawing, we find a feed-
ing plug 10 tapered from the actual clothes in-
serting end back to a base portion il. The plug
{0 is preferably formed of a flexible material
to give a greater degree of adjustment to the
clothes as they are forced into the wringer rolls.

Rearwardly of the base or protector portion
11 is a finger gripping portion 12 formed in such
a manner that the apertures for the fingers are
not completely closed, as shown at 12. The
finger gripping portion is formed of a flexible
material which permits the fingers not only to
be withdrawn therefrom, but more effectively to
be Jjerked directly from gripping engagement
without the necessity of withdrawal. The base
portion so conforms with the tapered insertion
end as to prevent passage of the feeding device
through the wringer roils, but the fright attend-
ing the catching of the clothes inserting medium,
whether the fingers or an auxiliary member in
the rolls is attended by a desire to jerk the hand
away from the wringer and in this instance the
substantial closing of the gripping aperture by
a flexible material permits direct withdrawal of
the hand.

The operation of the device in view of the
above description is believed to be entirely clear.
However, the actual manner of using the feeder
is shown clearly in Fig. 1 of the drawing. It
will be particularly noted that the disposition
of applicant’s clothes feeding device on the rear
of applicant’s hand, or rather the fingers, per-
mits practically unobstructed use of the hand
for all of the other clothes washing and wringer
operations.

While I have illustrated and described what
is at present a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, it will be understood and appreciated
that the invention is susceptible of various other
embodiments and modifications bearing little
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constructional resemblance to the construction
illustrated. Consequently, I do not desire to be
limited to the details of construction illustrated
and described, but only by the spirit of the in-
vention and the scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A manual clothes feeding device for roll
wringers comprising a clothes inserting member
and a finger gripping portion, said finger grip-
ping portion being fashioned of flexible mate-
rial open laterally and vertically for the recep-
tion of the fingers permitting direct withdrawal
of the fingers.

2. A manual clothes feeding device for roll
wringers comprising a clothes inserting member,
a laterally and vertically apertured finger grip-
ping portion permitting the inserting member
to be readily carried on the back of the hand,
and means included in said gripping portion to
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permit direct withdrawal of the fingers without
ungripping.

3. A manual clothes feeding device for roll
wringers comprising a flexible clothes inserting
member, a substantially flat back section per-
mitting the inserting member to be readily car-
ried on the back of the hand, and means includ-
ing a flexible portion having lateral and vertical
openings permitting instant release of the fingers.

4. A clothes feeding device integrally formed
of flexible material including a tapered clothes
feeding section, a relatively flat back  section
adjoining said tapered section, and laterally and
vertically apertured finger gripping rings ex-
tending from said flat section whereby the de-
vice may be carried on the back of the hand
when not in service and the fingers may be with-
drawn without ungripping in case of accident
when in service.

IVAN F. WOODROW.
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