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A compressed image producing system is disclosed 

ABSTRACT 

which comprises a buffer memory unit including a plu 
rality of cascade-connected shift register stages to 

. . which image signals time-sequentially produced by the 
conversion of the respective picture elements of an 
image into the corresponding binary signals through the 
scanning of the image are successively applied, a partial 
image extracting unit including a plurality of registers 
which take in the image signals from the shift register 
stages respectively and parallely delivers the image 
signals bit by bit, and a sampling pulse generating cir 
cuit which generates sampling pulses at predetermined 
intervals. The respective shift registers of the buffer 
memory perform their data shift operations in response 
to the sampling pulses to intermittently take in the 
image signals so that sampling point data corresponding 
to the scanning lines in number are stored in each regis 
ter and a plurality of compressed images constructed by 
different groups of the sampling points are continuously 
produced through the shifting of the image extracting 
position. 

6 Claims, 28 Drawing Figures 
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COMPRESSED IMAGE PRODUCING SYSTEM 

This invention relates to a pattern recognition system 
and more particularly to a system in which signals relat 
ing to the respective sampling points allotted on an 
original image at predetermined intervals are selected 
from time-sequentially or one-dimensionally produced 
image signals and the sampling point related signals are 
two-dimensionally rearranged to successively produce 
compressed images. 

Conventionally, for the recognition of patterns such 
as characters, the investigation of specific patterns or 
the search for positions, the parallel processing of sig 
nals relating to the respective sampling points taken on 
an original image at proper intervals is often performed. 
A typical example is the identification and matching 
with a dictionary pattern or the detection of some spe 
cific patterns, as disclosed in Japanese Patent Publica 
tion No. 12492/76 and U.S. Pat. No. 3,887,762. In such 
a case, if a scanning type input device such as a TV 
camera or a raster scanning input apparatus is used, it is 
required that a part of the input image signals produced 
serially or time-sequentially from the input device is 
reconstructed in a two-dimensional arrangement and 
signals so reconstructed are derived parallely in order 
to extract at least a part of the original image. In many 
applications, the extracted partial image is continuously 
shifted to cover the entire original image and the above 
described processing is performed on each partial im 
age. The rate of the shifting of the partial image can be 
the same as the scanning rate of the input device. Alter 
natively, the former may be different from the latter in 
the case where the image is stored temporarily. The 
following description is made with respect to the case 
where the former is the same as the latter. 

In order to facilitate the recognition of a pattern, it is 
convenient to use a two-dimensionally compressed pat 
tern in which partial images extracted from the image 
obtained by an image pickup device are reconstructed 
by the sampling points allotted on the original image at 
predetermined intervals. In the case where the com 
pressed pattern obtained by the sampling is used for 
matching with a reference pattern, there often arises a 
problem that since the pattern observed by the image 
pickup device may be not regularly positioned the com 
pressed pattern will have an untolerable distortion in 
dependence upon the selection of the sampling points so 
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that the matching with the reference pattern is difficult. 
For example, in the recognition of characters, there are 
many cases where some characters has unpredictable 
deviations from their proper positions. In the detection 
of pattern positions, it is naturally the case that such 
deviations can be by no means predicted. Therefore, it 
often happens that in the character recognition a suffi 
cient coincidence cannot be obtained with a dictionary 
pattern and in the pattern position detection a similar or 
incorrect pattern may be detected. 

Accordingly, one object of this invention is to pro 
vide a compressed image producting system which can 
produce compressed patterns having no distortion. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a com 
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pressed image producing system in which compressed 
patterns constructed by different groups of sampling 

65 points can be continuously extracted through an opti 
mum sampling. ' ' . 
According to one aspect of this invention, there is 

2 
prising: first means for converting a two-dimensional 
image into one-dimensionally arranged image signals 
and delivering them; second means for successively 
storing predetermined amounts of said image signals 
delivered from said first means; third means for taking 
in a part of said image signals stored in said second 
means to parallelly deliver two-dimensionally rear 
ranged image signals; and fourth means for controlling 
the input of said image signals from said first means to 
said second means so that the image signals relating to 
plural sets of sampling points allotted on said two-di 
mensional image are successively supplied to said sec 
ond means, the respective sampling point sets having 
different sampling start positions and the sampling 
points of each set being allotted on said two-dimen 
sional image at predetermined intervals. 
According to another aspect of this invention, there is 

provided a compressed image producing system com 
prising: first means for successively scanning a two-di 
mensional image to convert the image information on 
the respective scanning lines into one-dimensionally 
arranged image signals; second means for the temporary 
storage of said image signals including a plurality of 
data storages connected to that said image signals sup 
plied from said first means to the data storage of the first 
stage are sequentially shifted to the data storages of the 
following stages; third means for the reconstruction of a 
two-dimensional image including a plurality of shift 
registers provided corresponding to said data storages, 
said shift registers taking in said image signals from the 
corresponding data storages in accordance with the 
input order thereof to parallely deliver plural-bit image 
signals; and fourth means for sampling said image sig 
nals from said first means at a predetermined sampling 
interval for the supplying thereof to said second means, 
whereby said data storages store the image signals relat 
ing to plural groups of picture elements of said one 
dimensional image and sampled through the different 
scanning lines and these image signals are periodically 
delivered from said third means. 
According to a further aspect of this invention, there 

is provided a compressed image producing system com 
prising: first means for successively scanning a two-di 
mensional image to convert the image information on 
the respective scanning lines into one-dimensionally 
arranged image signals; second means for the temporary 
storage of said image signals including a plurality of 
information storages connected so that said image sig 
mals supplied from said first means to the information 
storage of the first stage are sequentially shifted to the 
information storages of the following stages; third 
means for the reconstruction of partial images including 
a plurality of shift registers provided corresponding to 
said information storages, said shift registers taking in 
said image signals from the corresponding information 
storages in accordance with the input order thereof to 
parallelly deliver plural-bit image signals; and fourth 
means for generating a first sampling signal which con 
trols said second means so that said image signals from 
said first means are sampled through predetermined 
scanning lines for the supplying thereof to said second 
means and a second sampling signal which controls said 
third means so that said image signals from said second 
means are sampled at a predetermined interval for the 
supplying thereof to said third means, said fourth means 
including a control circuit for shifting the timing of the 
generation of at least one of said first and second sam 

provided a compressed image producing system com pling signals in timing with the end of the image scan 
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ning operation performed by said first means, whereby 
for the scannings repeatedly performed on the same 
image, the image signals relating to the sampled picture 
elements different from those in the previous scanning 
are supplied to said third means. 5 
The above and other objects and features of this in 

vention will be apparent from the following detailed 
description made in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawings, in which: 
FIGS. 1A to 1G illustrate how different compressed 

images are obtained by selecting different sampling 
points; 
FIG. 2 shows in block diagram a compressed image 

producing system as one embodiment of this invention; 
FIG.3 shows in block diagram a concrete example of 15 

the sampling control unit used in the system of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 shows in block diagram a compressed image 

producing system as another embodiment of this inven 
tion; 
FIGS. 5A to 5D illustrate the relation between the 20 

positions of the picture elements on an image and the 
picture elements stored in shift registers; 

FIG. 6 shows in block diagram another example of 
the circuit arrangement of the sampling control unit; 
FIGS. 7A to 7F illustrate how sampling points are 25 

selected on the original image; 
FIG. 8 shows in block diagram a further example of 

the circuit arrangement of the sampling control unit; 
FIG. 9 shows in block diagram a compressed image 

producing system as a further embodiment of this inven- 30 
tion; 
FIG. 10 shows in block diagram a concrete example 

of the circuit arrangement of the sampling control unit 
used in the system of FIG. 9; 
FIGS. 11A to 11C are time charts for explaining the 35 

operation of the circuit of FIG. 10; and 
FIG. 12 shows in block diagram a furthermore exam 

ple of the sampling control unit. 
First, for a better understanding of this invention, the 

problem of distortion in the compressed pattern ob 
tained through sampling will be described referring to 
FIGS. 1A to 1G. 
FIG. 1A shows a portion of the image which is ob 

tained by sampling the image output signal of an image 
pickup device in synchronism with the reference clock 
pulses whose repetition period corresponds to one pic 
ture element and by converting information of the re 
spective picture elements into binary or two-level sig 
nals. In FIG. 1, S indicates a picture element and a 
hatched area P denotes a characteristic pattern included 
in the image. Now, to simplify a pattern matching pro 
cessing, a case will be considered where the sampling 
interval is four times expanded and one picture element 
is extracted from each of regions S1, S2, - - - - each 
consisting of 4x4 picture elements, and a compressed 
pattern constructed by the extracted picture elements is 
compared with the reference pattern. In this case, if the 
picture elements of the respective regions S1, S2, - - - - 
are numbered as shown in FIG. 1B and if the same-num 
bered picture elements are extracted respectively from 
these regions, different compressed patterns are ob 
tained depending upon the selection of the specified 
picture element within each region, as shown in FIGS. 
1C to 1F. FIG. 1C indicates a compressed image con 
structed by #1 picture elements extracted from the 
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65 
regions S1, S2,----, FIG. 1D a compressed image of #3 
picture elements, FIG. 1E a compressed image of #9. 
picture elements, and FIG. 1F a compressed image of 

4 
#11 picture elements. The comparison of these com 
pressed images with a reference or standard pattern 
shown in FIG. 1G shows that the difference between 
any one of the compressed images and the standard 
pattern is marked by crosses 'X' and that the com 
pressed image shown in FIG. 1F resembles the standard 
pattern to the closest extent. 
FIG. 2 shows a compressed image producing system 

according to one embodiment of this invention. The 
system comprises an image input unit 1 for converting 
the information of a two-dimensional image into one 
dimensionally or time-sequentially arranged image sig 
nals 2 and delivering them, a buffer memory unit 3 for 
time-sequentially storing predetermined or sampled 
amounts of the image signals 2, a partial image extract 
ing unit 4 for sequentially taking in a part of the image 
signals stored in the buffer memory unit 3 to produce 
two-dimensionally rearranged partial image signals 7, 
and a sampling control unit 5. Reference numeral 8 
indicates a pattern processing circuit for processing the 
partial image signals 7. The pattern processing circuit 8 
may be, for example, a pattern matching circuit for 
comparing the extracted partial images with the refer 
ence pattern. Also, the pattern processing circuit 8 may 
be replaced by any other circuit having desired func 
tions, depending on the purposes of required informa 
tion processing. 
The input unit 1 includes therein a raster scanning 

image pickup device such as a TV camera and, if neces 
sary, quantizing device which has an A-D converter for 
converting the video output signal of the image pickup 
device into a digital signal per picture element and a 
threshold circuit. Also, the input unit 1 may be a device 
which sequentially reads out image data previously 
stored in a memory and delivers them as the image 
signal 2. 
The partial image extracting unit 4 includes a plural 

ity of shift registers from which information can be 
taken out bit-by-bit. The unit 4 is constituted of N shift 
registers 4-1 to 4-N each of which has a memory capac 
ity of M bits if it is desired to obtain a partial image 
consisting of M row points and N column points. 
The buffer memory unit 3 is constituted of N-1 data 

storage devices such as shift registers 3-1 to 3-(N-1). 
These shift registers may be replaced by random access 
memories. The shift registers are connected in cascade 
so that the image signals 2 may be sequentially shifted 
through the registors 4-1,3-1, 4-2, - - -, 3-(N-1) and 4-N 
in this order. 
With this circuit configuration, the memory capacity 

of the shift registers 3-1 to 3-(N-1) is closely related to 
the kinds of images extractable from the unit 4, as de 
scribed later, but it is here assumed for convenience of 
explanation that each of the registers 3-1 to 3-(N-1) has 
a memory capacity of L-M bits if each row of the image 
is composed of L. picture elements. 
According to this invention, the sampling control 

unit 5 has a circuit arrangement, for example, shown in 
FIG. 3. In FIG. 3, reference numeral 11 indicates a 
control signal generating circuit which generates refer 
ence timing signals in synchronism with the raster scan 
ning performed by the input unit 5. 
The control signal generating circuit 11 includes a 

reference clock generator 12 delivers reference clock 
pulses 13 at a constant period corresponding to one 
picture element of the image, drives an abscissa or X 
counter 14 and therefore drives an ordinate or Y 
counter 15 as a result of the carrying operation of the 



5 
counter 14. The X and Y counters 14 and 15 repeatedly 
count up to the count numbers respectively equal to the 
horizontal and vertical scanning times (including re 
trace or flyback periods). Detecting circuits 16 and 17 
respectively detects that the contents of the counters 14 
and 15 have reached predetermined counts, and they 
respectively deliver horizontal (X-) direction sampling 
start and end signals 18 and 19 and vertical (Y-) direc 
tion sampling start and end signals 20 and 21. Since 
these circuits are simple circuits for making a logic 
product, the detailed explanation thereof will be omit 
ted here. Of these timing signals, the X-direction sam 
pling start signal 18 is supplied to the set terminals of a 
flip-flop. 22a and the X-direction sampling end signal 19 
is supplied to the reset terminal of the flip-flop. 22a. 
Accordingly, the flip-flop. 22a is in its on-state only 
during the horizontal scanning period except the retrace 
or flyback period and enable a gate 22b for controlling 
the output of the reference clock generator 13 during 
the horizontal scanning period. 
A register 23 serves to maintain the sampling interval. 

If the actual sampling interval is equal to m or corre 
sponds to m clock pulses, the number m-1 is set in the 
register 23. The value m-1 for the sampling interval is 
taken in from a data processor 50 for controlling the 
whole pattern processing system such as an electronic 
computer which is outside the partial pattern extracting 
unit. This value m-1 may also be taken in through the 
manual operation of a switch by an operator. A counter 
25 is a synchronous subtract counter which counts 
down each time it receives the reference clock pulse 13 
from the gate 22b. When the contents of the counter 25 
become zero, the borrow (BO) output signal 27 be 
comes "1". The borrow output signal 27 is supplied as a 
load (LD) signal to the counter 25 so that the counter 25 
takes in the value m-1 from the register 23 in response to 
the next clock pulse 13. The borrow output signal 27 
serves also as a control signal for controlling the gating 
of the reference clock pulse 13 by an AND gate 29. 
Accordingly, the AND gate 29 delivers one sampling 
signal 6 per them reference clock pulses. 
Again referring to FIG. 2, the sampling signal 6 is 

supplied as a shift pulse to the shift registers of the 
buffer memory unit 3 and the partial image extracting 
unit 4. The image signals 2 delivered from the input unit 
1 are taken in every m picture elements by the shift 
register 4-1 and successively stored in the shift registers 
of the buffer memory unit 3. 

Since the shift register 3-1 has a memory capacity of 
L-M bits and the shift register 4-2 has a memory capac 
ity of Mbits, these registers 3-1 and 4-2 in combination 
can store the picture element information of L bits. The 
number of the picture elements extractable from one 
scanning line in the X-direction of the original image is 
L/m and therefore the paired registers 3-1 and 4-2 can 
store the information of picture elements sampled from 
m. scanning lines. Also, the comparison of the contents 
of the adjacent registers, e.g. registers 4-1, and 4-2, 
shows that at the moment when the picture element 
information of initial M bits sampled from the first scan 
ning line is set in the register 4-2, the picture element 
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information of initial M bits sampled from the (m-- 1)th 
scanning line is just set in the register 4-1. In other 
words, the corresponding bits of the adjacent register 
4-1 and 4-2 store the information of picture elements 
positioned apart from each other by a distance m in the 

65 

Y-direction on the original image. Similarly, the register 
4-3 adjacent to the register 4-2 stores the information of 
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picture elements distanced by m in the Y-direction on 
the original image from the picture elements whose 
information is stored in the register 4-2. Consequently, 
by taking out the picture element or partial image sig 
nals 7 from the respective bit positions of the registers of 
the partial image extracting unit 4, the pattern process 
ing circuit 8 can successively produce partial images in 
which the image supplied to the input unit 1 is com 
pressed by a factor of 1/m in both the X- and Y- direc 
tions. 

FIG. 4 shows a system according to another embodi 
ment of this invention. In this embodiment, the shift 
register 3-1 to 3-(N-1) of the buffer memory unit 3 is 
connected in cascade so that the image signals 2 may be 
directly supplied from the input unit 1 to the first stage 
shift register 3-1 and that the output of the shift register 
3-1 is directly supplied to the second stage shift register 
3-2. 

It should be noted that if the length of each of the 
shift register 3-1 to 3-(N-1) is made equal to the scanning 
length L in the X-direction, each register can store the 
picture element information sampled from m scanning 
lines, as described with the system shown in FIG. 2, and 
the information of picture elements positioned apart 
from each other by a distance m in both the X-and 
Y-direction is sequentially sent to the partial image 
extracting unit 4. 
With the aid of FIG. 5, description will now be made 

of how the picture element information is stored in the 
buffer memory unit 3. 

FIG. 5A shows numbered picture elements arranged 
two-dimensionally on the image to be scanned. In this 
example, it is seen that L = 100. 
FIGS. 5B and 5C show respectively the data contents. 

of the shift registers 3-1 to 3-3 in the system of FIG. 4 at 
a certain instant. FIG. 5B illustrates the case where the 
sampling interval is m=2 and FIG. 5C illustrates the 
case of the sampling interval m=3. As is seen in FIG. 
5C showing the case of m=3, even though L is not 
divisible by m, the length of m33 L corresponding to m 
scanning lines is divisible by m so that no problem of 
excess and scantiness will be caused. The output of the 
adjacent registers are exactly matched in the vertical 
direction. In the case where L is not divisible by m, the 
point to be sampled is shifted in the X-direction on 
every scanning line. 
As seen in FIG. 5B, the buffer memory unit 3 stores 

two groups of image data, i.e. sampling data (SAMPL 
1) selecting a picture element"000' as the sampling start 
point and sampling data (SAMPLE-2) selecting a picture 
element "100” as the sampling start point. The partial 
images represented by the two groups of image data are 
alternatively sent into the partial image extracting unit 4. 
From FIG. 5C, it is understood that three groups of 
pattern data selecting picture elements "002", "101" and 
"200" as the sampling start points are periodically sent 
from the buffer memory unit 3 to the partial image 
extracting unit 4. Namely, if each of the shift registers 
constituting the buffer memory unit 3 has a memory 
capacity larger than the amount of sampling data ex 
tractable from one scanning line, more than one com 
pressed image having different sampling start points can 
be extracted through one image scanning period. 
The aboved-described method enables only m ways 

among the mix m ways of sampling (m: sampling inter 
val). However, if it is desired to use all the m x m ways 
of sampling, the circuit arrangement of the sampling 
control unit 5 should be designed as shown in FIG. 6. 
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The circuit shown in FIG. 6 operates in such a man 
ner that a image is repeatedly scanned and the initial 
sampling point is shifted on every scanning operation. 
The data processing unit 50 sets a value m-1 smaller 

by 1 than the sampling interval m, in the register 23 and 
also delivers a start signal 31 for the partial image ex 
tracting unit. The start signal 31 renders a flip-flop 32 in 
its set state. The output signal 33 of the flip-flop 32 is 
supplied to the J terminal of a J-K flip-flop 34 and to the 
load terminal (LD) of a subtract counter 38. The J-K 
flip-flop 34 and the subtract counter 38 operate in re 
sponse to the Y-direction sampling end signal 21 sup 
plied from the control signal generator 11 to the clock 
terminals (CK) thereof. The Y-direction sampling end 
signal 21 is the same as that described in connection 
with FIG. 3. Upon delivery of the Y-direction sampling 
end signal 21 from the control signal generator 11, the 
subtract counter 38 receives the initial value m-1 from 
the register 23. The subtract counter 38 performs its 
subtracting operation each time the Y-direction sam 
pling end signal 21 is generated. When the contents of 
the counter 38 become zero, it delivers an end signal 39 
from the borrow terminal (BO). 
The J-K flip-flop 34 is set by the first Y-direction 

sampling end signal 21 to deliver a signal 35. The K 
terminal of the J-K flip-flop 34 receives the logical 
AND combination of the signal 35 and the end signal 39 
through an AND gate 37. Thus, the J-K flip-flop 34 is 
reset and delivers a zero output when the next Y-direc 
tion sampling end signal 21 is generated, and the data 
processor 50 can detect the completion of the partial 
image extracting operation by detecting the change in 
the state of the output signal 35. 
Only when both the X- and Y-direction sampling 

start signals 18 and 20 are simultaneously delivered, an 
AND gate 30 delivers the output signal 30S. The signal 
35 is supplied to the reset terminal of the flip-flop 32 
through an AND gate 36 which receives the signal 30S 
as one of its input. Accordingly, by the first signal 35 
generated after the J-K flip-flop 34 has been set, the 
flip-flop 32 is reset so as to prevent the subtract counter 
38 from again initializing. The subtract counter 38 uses 
the output 33 of the flip-flop 32 as a load instruction 
input. 
The output signal 30S of the AND gate 30 is also 

supplied as a selection signal (SEL) to a data selector 40 
and further to the load terminal of the counter 25 
through an OR gate 41. The data selector 40 selects the 
input A or the contents of the counter 38 when the 
selection signal SEL is "1" while it selects the input B 
or the contents of the register 23 when the signal SEL 
is "0". The selected data are then supplied to the coun 
ter 25. - 

Since the signal 30s is the logical product of the X 
and Y-direction sampling start signals 18 and 20, the 
signal 30s becomes '1' only at the moment when the 
sampling starts at the left above corner and at such an 
occasion the contents of the counter 38 are set in the 
counter 25. The counter 25 performs its subtracting 
operation each time it receives a clock pulse 13 and the 
counter 25 delivers a borrow signal 27 when its contents 
equal zero. The borrow signal 27 is supplied to the 
AND gate 29 to cause the clock signal 13 to be deliv 
ered as a sampling signal 6. The borrow signal 27 is also 
supplied as a load signal to the counter 25 through the 
gate 41. Since the signal SEL is already "0" when the 
borrow signal 27 is delivered, the value to be loaded in the 
counter 25 is the contents of the register 23, i.e. m-1. 
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With the above-described constitution, sampling is per 
formed sequentially at an interval of m, with the initia. 
sampling point selected on the basis of the contents of 
the counter 38. The contents of the counter 38 are de 
creased by unity each time the scanning operation cov 
ers the whole image and the sampling is continuously 
performed during the time for which the whole image is 
scanned m times repeatedly. Therefore, all them X m 
compressed patterns with different m X m sampling 
start points can be obtained after the series of sampling 
operations described above. 

In the case of m=3, if the first image scanning is as 
shown in FIG. 5C as described above, the contents of 
the buffer memory unit 3 at the time of the second 
image scanning are as shown in FIG. 5D. 

If the combined length of the registers 3-1 and 4-2 in 
the system shown in FIG. 2 or the length L of the regis 
ter 3-1 in the system shown in FIG. 4 is divisible by the 
sampling interval m, the sampled images obtained by 
the two successive scanning operations of the whole 
image are shifted by one picture element in the Y-direc 
tion while they are kept registered in the X-direction, as 
seen from the comparison of FIG. 5B with FIG. 5A. 
On the other hand, if the length L is not divisible by 

m, the corresponding sampled images have a shift also 
in the X-direction, as apparent from the comparison of 
FIG. 5C with FIG. 5A. 
FIGS. 7A, 7B and 7C respectively show how the 

sampling points are orderly located in a single scanning 
of the whole image for m=2, 4 and 5, where the length 
L of the register is set at a value which is not divisible 
by m. In FIGS. 7A to 7C, the same numbered sampling 
points or picture elements are loaded side by side in the 
registers 3-1 to 3-N of the partial image extracting unit 
4 and the non-numbered picture elements are not ex 
tracted in the scanning. In this way, if the sampling 
points are distributed in both the X- and Y-directions, 
there will increase the probability that an optimum 
sampled image is obtained by a single scanning of the 
original image. 

Therefore, if L is selected as an integer such that it is 
slightly smaller than the number of picture elements 
corresponding to one scanning line and such that it is 
not divisible by a natural number equal to or smaller 
than the sampling interval m, a partial image can be 
extracted for any sampling interval m by distributing 
the sampling points in the X-direction during a single 
scanning of the whole image. In this case, the reference 
clock pulse 13 supplied to the counter 25 and the gate 29 
are so controlled by the control signal generator 11 that 
L pulses may be allotted to one scanning line. 

In the case where the length in the Y-direction of the 
image to be scanned is convered by M scanning lines 
and if the number K of the actual scanning lines used to 
take out the image signal 2 is smaller than M and set 
indivisible by a natural number equal to or smaller than 
m, the initial sampling point can be shifted from one 
sampled image to another by using a circuit the same 
circuit as the circuit shown in FIG. 6 except the omis 
sion of the counter 38 and the data selector 40, so that 
all the sampled images can be obtained by scanning the 
whole image m times. FIG5.7D and 7E show the distri 
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bution of sampling points for the second image scanning 
in a similar scanning operation as above in the cases of 
m=2 and 4, respectively. 

If the number L of picture elements constituting one 
scanning line is not limited and if the initial sampling 
points 0, 1, 2 and 3 of them scanning lines are arbitrarily 
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selected as shown in FIG. 7F, a circuit arrangement as 
shown in FIG. 8 can be used as the sampling control 
unit 5. 

In the circuit arrangement shown in FIG. 8, the regis 
ter 23 for storing the value m-1 smaller by unity than the 
sampling interval m, the data processor. 50, the data 
selector 40, the substract counter 25 and the gate 29 for 
controlling the supplying of the sampling pulse 6 are all 
the same as those in FIG. 6. 
A random access memory. 51 serves to store in its 

addresses #0 to #-1 the data representing the amounts 
of shifts of the initial sampling points in the respective 
scanning lines and the addresses of the data to be ac 
cessed are specified by a subtract counter 52. Data are 
previously written in the random access memory. 51 by 
the data processor 50. The data processor 50 first sets 
the datam-1 in the register 23 and delivers a clock 
pulse 50a to load the value m-1 from the register 23 
into the counter 52. The data processor 50 then delivers 
a clock pulse 50b and data 50c to be written in the mem. 
ory 51. The clock pulse 50b is supplied through an OR 
gate 53 to the clock terminal CK of the counter 52 and 
also to the strobe terminal. STB of the memory 51 so as 
to be used as a writing instruction signal. The counter 
52 performs its subtracting operation each time it re 
ceives the clock pulse 52b, so that the data supplied 
from the data processor 50 are successively written in 
the addresses of the memory 51 corresponding to the 
contents of the counter 52. During the image extracting 
operation, the counter 52 receives as a load instruction 
signal the Y-direction sampling start signal 20 delivered 
by the control signal generator 11 through an OR gate 
54 and also receives at its clock terminal CK the X 
direction sampling start signal 18 through the OR gate 
53. At the time of the first scanning in the X-direction, 
the value m-1 is loaded from the register 23 into the 
counter 52 and thereafter this value is decreased by 
unity each time one horizontal scanning is completed. 
When the contents of the counter 52 become zero, a 
borrow signal 55 is delivered from the counter 52. The 
borrow signal 55 is supplied to the load terminal LD of 
the counter 52 through the OR gate 54 so that the con 
tents of the counter 52 are restored to the value m-1. 
Thus, the counting operation having the counting per 
iod n is repeated. The memory. 51 supplies as A data to 
the data selector 40 the data having the addresses coin 
cident with the contents of the counter 52. The A data 
is loaded in the counter 25 through the data selector 40 
each time the X-direction sampling start signal 18 is 
generated. In the counter 25, the value supplied form 

... the memory 51 and thus loaded therein is decreased by 
unity each time the counter 25 receives a reference 
clock pulse 13. And if the value becomes zero, the 
counter 25 takes in the value m-1 of the register 23 
having been supplied as B data to the data selector 40, 
so that a counting operation with counting period m is 
performed. Accordingly, the gate 29 which is enabled 
by the borrow signal 27 of the counter 25, successively 
delivers m trains of pulses in which the timings of the 
generation of the initial pulses in the pulse trains for the 
respective scanning lines are different from each other. 
According to the above-described systems, plural 

groups of sampled point data are successively stored in 
the buffer memory unit 3 and plural kinds of com 
pressed images are successively and periodically taken 
in the partial image extracting unit 4 during the scan 
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sponding sampling points for another compressed im 
age. ". 

Next, as another embodiment of this invention, a 
system will be described in which a set of sampled 
points are obtained by the scanning of the whole image 
and n kinds of compressed images having different pat 
terns of sampled points are extracted by scanning the 
whole image in times. 

In this case, as shown in FIG. 9, a sampling control 
unit 5 is used which generates a Y-direction sampling 
signal 6Y for selecting every m-th scanning line on the 
image and an X-direction sampling signal 6X for ex 
tracting every m-th sampling point on the selected scan 
ning line. The timing of the generation of the sampling 
signal 6Y and/or the sampling signal 6X is varied be 
tween successive image scannings. The sampling signal 
6Y is supplied as a shift pulse to the registers 3-1 to 
3-(N-1) of the buffer memory unit 3 so that the respec 
tive registers successively take in the data of the L pic 
ture elements included on every miscanning lines of the 
image. The sampling signal 6X, on the other hand, is 
generated during the period for which the signal 6Y is 
generated, and supplied as a shift pulse to the shift regis 
ters 4-1 to 4-N of the partial image extracting unit 4. The 
shift register 4-1 takes in the picture element data by 
sampling the image signal. 2 delivered from the input 
unit 1 at an interval m. The shift registers 4-2 to 4-N take 
in the picture element data stored in the buffer memory 
unit 3 through the sampling at an interval of m. As a 
result, partial compressed images consisting of shifted 
image regions can be obtained from the partial image 
extracting unit 4. 

FIG. 10 shows an example of the sampling control 
unit 5' used in the system of FIG. 9. The circuit arrange 
ment shown in FIG. 10 is similar to that shown in FIG. 
6 and for the simplification of description the equivalent 
parts and circuit elements are indicated by the same 
reference numerals with or without suffixes X and Y. 
The circuit portion including the data processor 50, 

the flip-flop 32 and the J-K flip-flop 34 is the same as in 
FIG. 6 and the description of this portion will be omit 
ted. Registers 23Y and 23X respectively serve to hold 
the vertical and the horizontal sampling intervals my 
and my and actually holds the values my-1 and mix-1 
which are respectively smaller by unity than the actual 
sampling intervals my and mix and supplied from the 

50 

data processor. 50. Subtract counters 38Y and 38X oper 
ate in response to the Y-direction sampling end signal 21 
delivered by the control signal generator 11 and serve 
to determine the position of the initial sampling point 
for each image scanning. The subtract counters 38Y and 
38X receive the contents my-1 and mix-1 of the regis 
ters 23Y and 23X in response to the load instruction 
signal 33 supplied from the flip-flop 32 through OR 
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ning of the whole original image, the sampling points 
for one compressed image being shifted-from the corre 

gates 42Y and 42X upon starting of the pattern process 
ing operation. The contents of the subtract counter 38Y 
are supplied as input data A to a data selector 40Y and 
the contents of the subtract counter 38X are used as the 
input data. A to a data selector 40X. 
The data selector 40Y uses the Y-direction sampling 

start signal 20 as a selection instruction signal and deliv 
ers the input data A when the signal 20 is "1" and the 
input data B or the contents of the register 23X when the 
signal 20 is "0". The output of the data selector 40Y is 
supplied to a counter 25Y for defining a Y-direction 
sampling interval. The counter 25Y performs its sub 
tracting operation each time the X-direction sampling 
end signal 19 as a clock input CK is generated, and the 



4,288,816 
11 

counter 25Y takes in the output of the data selector 40Y 
when there is a load input LD. The load input terminal 
LD receives though an OR gate 41Y the Y-direction 
sampling start signal 20 and the borrow signal 27Y from 
the counter 25Y. Accordingly, the counter 25Y counts 
down from the initial value or the contents of the 
counter 38Y per horizontal scanning line and delivers 
the borrow output 27Y to take in the value of the regis 
ter 23Y when the contents of the counter 25Y become 
zero. During the period for which the borrow output 
27Y is at the level "1", a gate 29Y is enabled to delivery 
the reference clock pulse 13 as the sampling signal 6Y. 
The contents of the counter 38Y are counted down in 
accordance with the Y-direction sampling end signal 21, 
and the value my-l of the register 23Y is again taken in 
accordance with the borrow signal when the contents 
of the counter 38Y become zero. Consequently, the 
sampling signal 6Y has a period my and the timing of the 
generation thereof is shifted between the successive 
image scannings. 
On the other hand, the counter 38X performs its 

subtracting operation in response to the Y-direction 
sampling end signal 21 only when the borrow output 39 
supplied as an input to the terminal BI is at the level "1". 
Namely, the counter 38X counts down at a rate equal to 
1/myof the rate at which the counter 38Y counts down. 
The contents of the counter 38X are used as the input 
data A to the data selector 40X. The data selector 40X 
performs its selection instruction in accordance with the 
X-direction sampling start signal 18. Also, since the 
signal 18 is supplied to the load instruction input termi 
nal LD of the counter 25X for counting pulses for the 
X-direction sampling interval through an OR gate 41X, 
the contents of the counter 38X are set in the counter 
25X in the timing in which the counter 25X receives the 
clock pulses 13. 
The counter 25X performs its subtracting operation 

in accordance with the clock pulses 13 during the per 
iod for which the borrow output 27Y of the counter 
25Y serving as the input to the BI terminal is at the level 
'1', and when the contents of the counter 25Y become 
zero the borrow output 27X becomes '1'. At this time, 
the gate 29X delivers the X-direction sampling signal 
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6X. The borrow output 27X is supplied to the load input 
terminal LD of the counter 25X through the OR gate 
41X. During the scanning in the X-direction, the signal 
SEL of the selector 40X is "0" and the input B or the 
value mix-l of the register 23X is set in the counter 
25X. Accordingly, the counter 25X repeats its counting 
operation at a period of m, and whenever its contents 
become zero the borrow signal 27X is delivered to 
cause the gate 29X to deliver the sampling pulse 6X. 
When the contents of the counter 38X become zero, 

all the inputs of the AND gate 37 are “1”. The J-K 
flip-flop 34 is reset by the next Y-direction sampling end 
signal 21 so that the operating signal 35 becomes zero to 
finish the series of pattern processing operations. 

FIGS. 11A, 11B and 11c are time charts useful in 
explaining the operation of the system described above, 
respectively corresponding to the operations of the 
counters 38X and 39X, the operation of the counter 25 
and the operation of the counter 25X. 

In the above embodiments, subtract. counters are 
exclusively used, but the subtract counters may be re 
placed by add counters. For example, a circuit which is 
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constructed by simply replacing the subtract counter in 
'... the circuit in FIG, 3 by an add counter, is shown in 
FIG. 12. Similar modifications can be applied equally to . 

ing: 

12 
the circuits in FIGS. 6, 8 and 10 to obtain the same 
results, but description will be concentrated on the 
circuit in FIG. 12 alone. As shown in FIG. 12, the 
output of the register 23 holding the sampling interval 
m-1 is inverted by a NOT circuit 49 so as to generate 
the complement with respect to the value which the 
contents of the counter 23 represent. The synchronous 
add counter 25 delivers a carry output 27 of "1" when 
all the bits thereof are "1', and the counter 25 takes in 
an input in the timing of the following clock pulses 13'. 
Therefore, the counter 25 performs its counting opera 
tion with a period of m. For example, if each of the 
counter 25 and the register 23 has 4 bits and if m=4, the 
value m-1 is "0011” and the inverted value or comple 
ment thereof is "1100' equivalent to 12 in decimal nota 
tion. Since the counter 25 delivers the carry output 
when the contents thereof are "1111" equivalent to 15 
in decimal notation, the counting operation can be re 
peated at a period of 4, that is, 12, 13, 14, 15; 12, 13, 14, 
15; 12, 13, ---. 

It should be noted that the contents of the registers 22 
and 23 for holding the sampling intervals may also be 
set by an external control unit. 
As described above, according to this invention, the 

problem of distortions in the compressed patterns due to 
the shifts of the positions of the sampling points can be 
solved so that it is possible to extract an optimum com 
pressed image suitable for the comparison with a refer 
ence pattern. 
The embodiments of this invention have been de 

scribed and shown in conjunction with the systems for 
processing the video signal from the image pickup de 
vice. However, this invention is by no means limited to 
those embodiments but permits of numerous variations 
and alterations within its scope. Namely, this invention 
can be widely applied to pattern information processing 
system for processing two-dimensionally arranged mag 
netic or mechanical information. For the application 
where the input signal has more than two values, the 
registers of the buffer memory unit and of the image 
extracting unit should be parallel connected in accor 
dance with the number of the data expressible by a 
single digit. Moreover, in the case where an analog 
input signal is used, information storage elements may 
be used which are substituted for the shift registers and 
can sequentially send forth the analog quantity in accor 
dance with clock pulses. Further, if the input signal is of 
digital quantity, the shift register may be replaced by a 
random access memory and it is possible to design a 
circuit in which the signals are sequentially sent to the 
registers of the image extracting unit in the order of 
reception as inputs and the read signals are sequentially 
written in the memory of the following stage. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A compressed image producing system compris 

a first means for successively scanning a two-dimen 
sional image to convert the image information on 
the respective scanning lines into picture element 
signals in synchronism with reference clock pulses; 

second means operated by first sampling instruction 
pulses for the temporary storage of said image 
signals including a plurality of stages of informa 
tion storages connected so that said image signals 
supplied from said first means to a first stage of the 
information storages are sequentially shifted to 
following stages of the information storages; 
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third means operated by second sampling instruction 

pulses for construction of partial images including 
a plurality of shift registers provided correspond 
ing to said information storages, said shift registers 
taking in said image signals from the corresponding 
information storages in accordance with the input 
order thereof to parallelly deliver plural-bit image 
signals; and 

fourth means for generating said reference clock 
pulses, said first sampling instruction pulses which 
control said second means so that said image sig 
nals from said first means are sampled through 

thereof to said second means and said second sam 
pling instruction pulses which control said third 
means so that said image signals from said second 
means are sporadically sampled at a predetermined 
interval for the supplying thereof to said third 
means, said fourth means including a control cir 
cuit for shifting the timing of the generation of at 
least one of said first and second sampling instruc 
tion pulses in timing with the end of the image 
scanning operation performed by said first means, 
whereby for the scannings repeatedly performed 
on the same image, the image signals relating to the 
sampled picture elements different from those in 
the previous scanning are supplied to said third 
means. m 

2. A compressed image producing system compris 
1ng: - 

first means for converting a two-dimensional image 
into one-dimensionally arranged picture element 
signals and delivering the picture element signals 
sequentially in synchronism with reference clock 
pulses; . . . . . 

second means for storing picture element signals spo 
radically sampled from the output of said first 
means by first sampling instruction pulses; 

third means for taking-in a part of said picture ele 
ment signals stored in said second means by second 
sampling instruction pulses to parallelly deliver 
image signals composing a two-dimensionally com 
pressed image; and 

fourth means for supplying said reference pulses to 
said first means and for supplying said first and 
second sampling instruction pulses to said second 
and third means, respectively, said first and second 
sampling instruction pulses being produced by 
selective modification of said reference pulses so 
that the picture element signals relating to plural 
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predetermined scanning lines for the supplying 
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sets of sampling points allotted on said two-dimen- . 
sional image are successively supplied to said third 
means through said second means, the respective 
sampling point sets having different sampling start 
positions and the sampling points of each set being 
allotted on said two-dimensional image at a prede 
termined horizontal and vertical interval. 

55 

3. A compressed image producing system compris 
1ng: . . . . . - . 

first means for successively scanning a two-dimen 
. . . .sional image to convert the image information on 

the respective scanning lines into picture element 
signals and delivering the picture element signals 
sequentially in synchronism with reference clock 
pulses; 

60 

pulses, whose repetition period is longer than that 
of said reference clock pulses and shorter than the 

- 65 
second means operated by first sampling instruction 

14 
period of one scanning line for sporadically taking 
in from said respective scanning lines and tempo 
rarily storing a predetermined amount of said pic 
ture element signals supplied from said first means, 
said second means including a plurality of stages of 
data storages connected so that the picture element 
signals in a first stage of said data storages are se 
quentially shifted to following stages of said data 
storages, each of said data storages having a capac 
ity corresponding to the number of the picture. 

: elements included in said one scanning line; 
third means operated by second sampling instruction 

pulses whose generation timing is equal to that of 
said first sampling instruction pulses for construc 
tion of a two-dimensional compressed image signal 
including a plurality of shift registers provided 
corresponding to said data storages, each of said 
shift registers taking in said picture element signals 
from the corresponding data storage in accordance 
with the input order thereof to parallelly deliver 
plural-bit image signals which compose said com 
pressed image; and 

fourth means for supplying said reference clock 
pulses to said first means and for supplying said 
first and second sampling instruction pulses to said 
second means and said third means, respectively, 
whereby each of said data storages stores plural 
groups of picture element signals sampled through 
the different scanning lines and image signals com 
posing different compressed images are periodi 
cally delivered from said third means. 

4. A compressed image producing system compris 
ing: 

first means for successively scanning a two-dimen 
sional image to convert the image information on 
the respective scanning lines into picture element 
signals and delivering the picture element signals 
sequentially in synchronism with reference clock 
pulses; 

second means operated by first sampling instruction 
pulses whose repetition period is longer than that 
of said reference clock pulses for sporadically tak 
ing in and temporarily storing predetermined 
amount of said picture element signals supplied 
from said first means, said second means including 
a plurality of stages of data storages; 

third means operated by second sampling instruction 
pulses whose repetition period is equal to that of 
said first sampling instruction pulses for construc 
tion of a two-dimensional compressed image signal 
including a plurality of shift registers provided 
corresponding to said data storages, said data stor 
ages and said shift registers being connected so that 
the picture element signals in the data storage of 
the first stage are sequentially shifted to the data 
storages of the following stages through the corre 
sponding shift registers and respective pairs of said 
data storages and said shift registers have a total 
capacity corresponding to the number of the pic 
ture elements included in said one scanning line, 
each of said shift registers parallelly delivering 
plural-bit image signals which compose said com 
pressed image; and 

fourth means for supplying said reference clock 
pulses to said first means and for supplying said 
first and second sampling instruction pulses to said 
second means and said third means whereby each 
of said data storages stores plural groups of picture 
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element signals sampled through the different scan 
ning lines and image signals composing different 
compressed images are periodically delivered from 
said third means. 

5. A compressed image producing system according 
to any one of claims 3 or 4, wherein said fourth means 
includes; 
means for generating said reference clock pulses, said 

picture element signals being delivered from said 
first means in response to said reference clock 
pulses; 

5 
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means for generating a first control signal and a sec 
ond control signal when the first picture element 
and the last picture element in the image are 
scanned, respectively; 

a first counter means for holding data of the sampling 
start position in the image, said data being changed 
in response to said second control signal; and 

a second counter means responsive to said reference 
clock pulses for delivering said first and second 
sampling instruction pulses at a predetermined 
interval, the first one of said first and second sam 
pling instruction pulses being delivered when the 
number of said reference clock pulses generated 
after the first control signal is generated corre 
sponds to the data of said first counter means; 

whereby said second means takes in said picture ele 
ment signals in response to said first sampling in 
struction pulses so that each time the scanning is 
performed at the image repeatedly, picture element 
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signals different from the preceding scanning are 
stored in said second means. 

6. A compressed image producing system according 
to any one of claims 3 or 4, wherein said fourth means 
comprises: 
means for generating said reference clock pulses, said 

picture element signals being delivered from said 
first means in response to said reference clock 
pulses; 

means for generating a control signal in synchronism 
with the start of respective horizontal scanning 
operation performed by said first means; 

means for storing data representative of different 
sampling start positions and for periodically read 
ing out the data one by one in response to said 
control signal; and 

a counter means for delivering said first and second 
sampling instruction pulses at a predetermined 
interval, the first one of said first and second sam 
pling instruction pulses being delivered when the 
number of said reference clock pulses generated 
after the control signal is generated corresponds to 
the data of said counter means; 

whereby said second means takes in said picture ele 
ment signals in response to said first sampling in 
struction pulses so that the sampling start positions 
of the respective picture element groups stored in 
the second means are different between the scan 
ning lines. 
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