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To al vhom it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, ELISHAF. RoGERs, a citi 

zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Salem, in the county of Essex and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented new anduseful 
Improvements in Games, of which the follow 
ing, taken in connectionwith the accompany 
ing drawings, is aspecification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

game apparatus; and it consists of a conven 
ient portable bowling-alley, of any suitable 
size, constructed and arranged as Will herein 
after bemore fully shown and described, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein 
Figure 1representsa perspectiveview show 

ing the improved portable game as closed 
When not in use. Fig. 2 represents a per 
spective view showing the game in position 
for playing. Fig. 3 represents a cross-section 
on the line XX, shown in Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 
represents a detail perspective of one of the 
ball-guards. 

Similar letters refer to similar parts wher 
ever they occuron the diferent parts of the 
drawings. a 

The game consists of a pair of traysor hol 
low cases AA, which are flexibly connected 
at their adjacent sides by suitable hinges in 
such manner that they can open and close, 
and when closed one tray Will constitute a 
closing-cover for the other tray. Each case 
or tray A has a raised longitudinal alley B, 
arranged centrally within it, whichalley ter 
minates in each end at a suitable distance 
from the end of the said tray A, as shown in 
Fig. 2. 
C C represent the ten-pins, which may be 

set up at either end of the alleys A. A, as 
shown. Back of the place Where the ten-pins 
areset up I use a preferably detachable ball 
guard D, for the purpose of preventing the 
balls and pinsfrom beingknocked of the trays 
A during the progress of the play. The ball. 
guards are each composed of a U-shaped 
frame, Fig. 4, adapted to fit into either end of 
the trays, and are of such height that When 
in position they will rise above the edges of 
the tray and constitute a guard for stopping 
the balls. 
To the sides of each of the alleys B are 

hinged the cushions or boards El E, which, 
When not desired for use, are swungto a hori 
zontal position in the bottom of the tray A, as 
shown in the upper half of Fig. 2 and left 
hand side of Fig. 3. 
When itis desired to use the cushions EE, 

they are swung into vertical, ornearly so, po 
sitions, as shown in the lower portion of Fig. 
2 and right-hand side of Fig. 3, in which po 
sitions they are held, preferably, by means of 
locking-plates a a, pivoted to the trays AA, 
and adapted to be swung against the raised 
cushions EE, as shown in the aforesaid por 
tions of Figs. 2 and 3. F Fare the balls, as 
usual. 
For the purpose of returning the balls to 

the playerin one end by the playerin the op 
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posite end, I secure to each end of each tray 
a detachable standard G, to the upper end of 
whichare secured a pair of paralel wires gg, 
the opposite ends of which are attached to a 
similar standard at the opposite end of the 
tray, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 2 
The standard nearest to the ten-pins in one 

tray is made Somewhat higher than the oppo 
site standard in the same tray, so asto cause 
the parallel Wires gg to be held at a proper 
inclination for readilly returning the balls to 
the players, and all that is necessary todo for 
this purposeis to place the balls on the high 
estportions of the Wires gg, causing said balls 
to roll on said wires to their lowest portion, 
where they will be conveniently located for 
the players at the opposite ends of the alleys. 
The posts orstandards Gare made detach 

able, so that they can be removed and stored 
in the trays. The posts orstandardsforeach 
trayare of diferent height, so that by revers 
ing the position of the posts-that is, by plac 
ing the short posts at the points occupied by 
the long posts in the drawings-the inclina 
tion of the wires g will be reversed, whereby 
the balls can be returned from either end of 
each tray. y. 
This improvedgame maybe of any suitable 

size and maybe supported on a table oron 
suitable stands, according to its size, as may 
be most convenient. 
The game is played in the usual manner of Ioo 

playing ten-pins, one or more players taking 
their positions While playing at opposite ends 
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of the game, or, if so desired, both sets of ten 
pins maybe located at the same end and the 
players at the opposite end without departing 
from the essence of my invention. 
What I wish to secure by Letters Patent 

and claim is 
1. Aportable bowling-game apparatus con 

sisting of a pair of flexibly-connected trays, 
each provided with a raised continuous alley, 
a ball-guard, ball-returning wires, and a set 
of pins adapted to be set up at either end of 
the alleys, substantially as described. 

2. A portable bowling-game apparatus con 
sisting of a pair of trays flexibly connected at 
their sides to open and close, and one consti 
tutinga cover for the other, each tray having 
a raised continuous alley, a detachable ball 
guard, and detachable posts of diferent 
height connected by parallel wires, and sets 
of pins adapted to be set up at either end of 
the alleys, substantially as described. 

3. A portable bowling-game apparatus con 
sisting of a pair of flexibly-connected trays, 
each provided with a continuous raisedalley, 
a detachable ball-guard adapted to fit either 
end of each tray, pairs of detachable posts of 
diferent heights connected by paralel wires 
forreturning theballs, and sets of pinsadapted 
to be set up at either end of the alleys, sub 
stantially as described. 
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4. A portable bowling-game apparatus con 
sisting of a pair of flexibly-connected trays, 
each provided with a raisedalley, a set of ten 
pins, and a detachable ball-guard adapted to 
fit into the trayat either end of the alley, sub 
stantially as described. 

5. A portable bowling-game apparatus con 
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sisting of a pair of flexibly-connected trays, 
each provided with a continuous raised alley, 
a detachable ball-guard, detachable posts con 
nected by paralel wires, sets of pins adapted 
to be set up at either end of the alleys, lon 
gitudinal cushionshinged to the oppositesides 
ofeach alley, and meansfor holding the cush 
ions in vertical positions, substantially as de 
scribed. V 6. The improved bowling-game apparatus 
consisting of a pair of trays orcases connected 
together and having raised alleys, combined 
with detachable standards and ways for re 
turning the balls to the players, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 
IntestimonywhereofIhave signed my name 

to this specification, in the presence of two 
subscribing witnesses, on this.9th day of April, 
A. D. 1891. 

ELISHA F. ROGERS. 
Witnesses: 

ALBANANDRÉN, 
ANDREW W. RoGERs. 
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