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SIGNALING CHANNEL

The present invention is an apparatus and a method for sharing a communication channel
among two or more base stations connected to a base station controller via a common transmission line in a
channelized format. The present invention allows each of the base stations to receive data transmitted over
a shared communication channel from the base station controller, to determine whether the data transmitted
from the base station controller is intended for that base station, and to insert its data into the
communication channel without interfering with data transmitted by other base stations over the
communication channel. In one embodiment, each of the base stations is configured to bridge onto the
transmission facility such that signaling messages being transmitted over a signaling channel may be
received by all of the base stations. The signaling messages has associated identifiers for specifying

particular base stations to which the signaling messages are intended. In another embodiment, each of the

Lasc stativna can isert ita signaling ineaange into the data stream over the signaling channel withowt

interfering with signaling messages already in the data stream.
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