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This invention relates to an identification bracelet. 
Identification bracelets of the character under consid 

eration here are widely utilized in hospitals and various 
types of institutions to identify the individual upon whose 
wrist the identification bracelet is located. It is desirable 
that such identification bracelets be readily attachable to 
the wrist of the person to be identified and it is also nec 
essary that such bracelets cannot be removed by the per 
son to whose wrist they are attached. 

It is, therefore, an object of our invention to provide an 
identification bracelet which is characterized by the ease 
with which it can be attached about the wrist of an indi 
vidual and which is so constructed that it cannot be read 
ily removed from operative relationship with the wrist of 
said individual. 

Another object of our invention is the provision of an 
identification bracelet of the aforementioned character 
which is of unitary construction and which is provided 
with a fastener engageable with a strap portion of the 
bracelet in such a manner that the release of the fastener 
from the wrist strap portion by the individual wearing the 
bracelet is almost impossible, 
Of particular importance in hospitals and other large 

institutions where such identification bracelets are used 
is the fact that the bracelets must be readily and easily 
placed about the wrist of a child or other patient. Con 
ventional devices of the character under consideration 
here entail the use of separate rivets or complicated tools 
and thus are not readily affixed about the wrist of the per 
son to be identified. 
An additional object of our invention is the provision 

of an identification bracelet which does not entail the use 
of separate fastening means or tools to insert the same in 
operative relationship with the bracelet but which can be 
readily placed about the wrist of the person to be identi 
fied without the necessity of the use of tools or separate 
fastening means. 
A further object of our invention is the provision of an 

identification bracelet of the aforementioned character 
which includes a unitary body formed from polyethylene 
plastic, or the like, whereby the inherent translucence of 
the plastic itself can be utilized in protecting, and yet per 
mitting the viewing of, an identification tag mounted in 
operative relationship with the identification bracelet. 

Another object of our invention is the provision of an 
identification bracelet which includes an elongated, uni 
tary body which is divided into a tubular portion at one 
extremity and a strap portion at the other extremity, said 
tubular portion being adapted to receive an identification 
tag and a fastener and said strap portion being provided 
with a plurality of fastener receiving openings therein. 
A further object of our invention is the provision, in an 

identification bracelet of the aforementioned character, 
of a fastener which is mounted wholly within the tubular 
portion of the identification bracelet so that, when one of 
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the openings in the strap portion of the body of the brace 
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let engages the fastener, it is not accessible and, therefore, 
the strap portion cannot be disengaged from operative 
relationship with the fastener. 
In order to avoid the provision of a large number of 

different sizes of identification bracelets, the bracelets of 
our invention are provided in a minimal number of sizes 
and it is intended that the strap portion thereof be cut 
to size. Since nurses and attendants in hospitals and other 
institutions of the character wherein an identification 
bracelet of the type under consideration here are used 
usually carry shears for cutting bandages and dressings, 
the necessity for cutting the end of the strap would not 
entail the provision of a special tool. However, it is ad 
mittedly a little difficult to size the bracelet about the 
Wrist of the person to be identified, then remove the brace 
let and cut the end of the strap to fit. 
A further object of our invention is the provision of an 

identification bracelet constituted by an elongated, inte 
gral body having a tubular portion at one extremity and 
a strap portion at the other extremity and wherein the 
tubular portion is provided with fastening means engage 
able with the strap and is also provided with a cutting 
opening in the wall thereof intermediate its extremities 
so that a fastener can be inserted in the open end of the 
tubular portion and then passed through the cutting open 
ing whereby the strap can be easily adjusted to the wrist 
of the wearer of the bracelet and then the protruding 
extremity severed from the remainder of the strap. 

In this manner, the affixation of the identification brace 
let and the proper sizing thereof to the wrist of the party 
to wear the same is accomplished with minimum effort 
and it is possible to more accurately size the bracelets 
than by the cumbersome fit and try method. 
A further object of our invention is the provision of a 

bracelet which is relatively economical to utilize and dis 
card after it has been used and this desirable object is 
achieved by providing a novel method of manufacturing 
the bracelet from relatively low cost plastic material. 
The manufacture of the identification bracelet of the 

invention involves the use of a preformed tubing fabri 
cated from polyethylene plastic. Although in the speci 
fication we describe the bracelet as being formed from 
polyethylene plastics, it is, of course, not intended to 
limit the bracelet to such particular plastics since it is 
obvious that equivalent plastics may be utilized with 
equal efficiency. 
The polyethylene tubing is roughly elliptical in cross 

section and the tubing is placed in a machine which will 
simultaneously sever the opposite edges of the tubing to 
bifurcate the same and thus provide two legs thereupon. 
Simultaneously with the severance of the opposite edges 
from the tubing, fastener receiving holes are formed in 
the legs. After this step has taken place, one of the legs 
is severed from operative relationship with the tubing. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 

apparent from the following specification and the accom 
panying drawing which is for the purpose of illustration 
only and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing an identification 
bracelet constructed in accordance with the teachings 
of our invention; 

Fig. 2 shows the strap portion of the identification 
bracelet engaged in operative relationship with the fas 
tener of the bracelet; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, top plan view of a 
portion of the identification bracelet; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical, sectional view taken on the broken 
line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a transverse, sectional view taken on the 
broken line 5-5 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary view showing the 
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operative relationship between the fastener and the strap 
of the identification bracelet; Figs. 7a, 7b, and 7c are progressive steps showing the 
method of fabricating the identification bracelet of our 
invention; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing an alternative en 
bodiment of the identification bracelet of our invention; 

Fig. 9 is a transverse, sectional view taken on the 
broken line 9-9 of Fig. 8; and 

Fig. 10 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sectional view of 
the form of the invention shown in Fig. 8. 

Referring to the drawing and particularly to Figs. 1-5 
thereof, we show an identification bracelet 10 manufac 
tured in accordance with the teachings of our invention 
and including an elongated body 12 formed from poly 
ethylene plastic, or equivalent material. We have chosen 
polyethylene plastic as the material from which the ident 
ification bracelet 10 is fabricated because the trans 
parency thereof is sufficient to permit an identification tag 
to be read with facility through the material. - 
The unitary body 2 of the bracelet 9 is divided into 

a tubular portion 14 at one extremity of the body 12 and 
a strap portion 16 at the opposite extremity thereof, said 
Strap portion being provided with a plurality of fastener 
receiving openings. 18, for a purpose which will be de 
scribed in greater detail below. The tubular portion 14 
of the bracelet 10 is, as best shown in Fig. 5 of the draw 
ing, substantially elliptical in cross section and is, as best 
shown in detail in Fig. 4 of the drawing, open at its op 
posite extremities. The tubular portion 14 is divided into 
an identification tag receiving chamber 20 and a fastener 
receiving chamber 22 and a lip 24 is provided at the entry 
to the identification tag receiving chamber 29 to facilitate 
the insertion of an identification tag 26 therein. 

Located within the fastener receiving chamber 22 is 
fastening means constituted by a hook fastener 28, said 
hook fastener being maintained in operative relationship 
with the fastener receiving chamber 22 by means of a 
rivet 30 which extends transversely through the opposite 
ly disposed portions of the wall of the tubular portion 14. 
it will be noted that, as best shown in Figs. 3-4 and 6 of 
the drawing, the hook fastener 28 is located entirely 
within the confines of the fastener receiving chamber 22 
and that the inner wall of the chamber 22 is closely juxta 
posed to the angularly directed leg 32 of the hook 28. 
Therefore, when the leg 32 of the hook fastener 28 en 
gages in an opening 18 in the strap portion 16 of the 
bracelet 10, it cannot be readily released from operative 
relationship therewith because of the difficulty in displac 
ing said hook from its associated opening. 
The rivet 30 serves the additional function of dividing 

the tubular portion 14 into the identification tag re 
ceiving chamber 20 and fastener receiving chamber 22 
and the possibility of outward displacement of the identi 
fication tag 26 is eliminated. 
The manner in which the identification tag 26 engages 

the translucent wall of the tubular portion 14 of the 
identification bracelet 10 is graphically illustrated in Fig. 
5 of the drawing and thus while the tag can be readily 
read through the tubular portion 14, it is protected from 
inadvertent displacement or destruction. 

In installing the bracelet 10 upon the wrist of a person 
to be identified, the bracelet is wrapped about the wrist 
and the nearest opening 8 in the strap 16 laid over the 
hook fastener 28 which can be readily perceived through 
the wall of the fastener receiving chamber 22. The re 
mainder of the strap portion ió beyond the selected opeii 
ing 18 is cut off and the end of the strap 6 is then in 
serted into the chamber 22 and into engagement with the 
hook fastener 28 in the manner shown in Fig. 6 of the 
drawing. It is obvious that when the identification brace 
let is secured to the wrist of an individual in the above 
described manner that the inaccessibility of the hook fas 
tener and the free end of the strap. 16 makes it practically 
impossible to disengage the strap 6, and more particu 
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4 
larly the opening 18 therein, from operative relationship 
with the hook fastener 28. 
The method of fabricating the identification bracelet 

of the invention is shown in Figs. 7a-7c of the drawing 
wherein a length of polyethylene tubing is indicated at 34. 
The length of tubing is subjected to the shearing action of 
a die whereby, as illustrated in Fig. 7b, the opposite edges 
of the tubing are cut away to bifurcate the tubing and 
provide oppositely disposed furcations or legs 36. Simul 
taneously, fastener receiving holes 18 are formed in the 
legs 36. It is to be noted that a slight radius is formed, 
as at 38. Subsequently, one of the legs 36 is severed. 
The lip 24 is permitted to remain to facilitate the inser 

tion of a tag in the tubular portion 14 of the bracelet. 
Subsequently, the rivet 30 and fastener 28 are mounted 
in the tubular portion 4 and the bracelet 10 is ready for 
Sc. 
A somewhat different type of identification bracelet is 

shown at 40 in Figs. 8-10 of the drawing, said bracelet 
incorporating a modified tubular portion 42, but in all 
other respects being quite similar to the bracelet 10 de 
scribed hereinabove. Among the distinctions between 
the bracelet 40 and the bracelet 16 is the fact that the 
bracelet is formed from tubing of slightly different cross 
section than the tubing utilized in the fabrication of the 
bracelet 10. 
As best illustrated in Fig. 9 of the drawing, the tubing 

utilized in fabricating the bracelet 40 is a modified ellipse 
being deformed at 44 in order to increase the flexibility of 
the tubular portion 42 of the bracelet by reducing the 
rigidity of the tubular portion thereof. 
Formed in the wall of the tubular portion 42 of the 

bracelet 40 and communicating with the interior of the 
fastener receiving chamber 22 is a cut-off opening 46 
which greatly facilitates the securement and adjustment 
of the bracelet 40 on the wrist of an individual. As best 
illustrated in Figs. 8 and 10 of the drawing, the bracelet 
48 is secured to the wrist of an individual by wrapping 
it around the wrist and inserting the free end of the strap 
portion ió of the bracelet through the chamber 22 and 
out of the cut-off opening 46 to permit the free end of the 
strap portion ió to project therebeyond. 

Therefore, when the bracelet is tightened sufficiently 
on the wrist of the individual and an opening 18 is 
properly registered with the hook fastener 28, in the 
manner shown in Fig. 10 of the drawing, the free end of 
the strap portion 16 can be severed and thus the dual 
tasks of sizing and securing the bracelet 40 are accom 
plished in a single action. 
We thus provide by our invention an identification 

bracelet which is simple in construction but which can be 
readily and easily sized and installed upon the wrist of 
an individual. Moreover, the bracelet is characterized 
by the fact that it cannot readily be removed from opera 
tive relationship with the wrist and there are no signif 
ication protrusions which might entail discomfort or 
abrasions upon the skin of the wearer of the bracelet. 

In addition, the provision of separate tag and fastener 
receiving chambers prevents the dislodgement of the tag 
from operative relationship with the bracelet and the lip 
at the opening of the tag receiving chamber both facil 
itates the insertion of the tag into the chamber and the 
maintenance of the tag therein since the lip is closed 
against the adjacent strap portion of the bracelet when 
the bracelet is fastened about the wrist of an individual. 
We claim: 
1. In an identification bracelet, the combination of: 

an elongated body having a tubular portion at one end 
and a strap at the other end, said tubular portion being 
open at its opposite extremities and said strap having 
fastened engageable openings therein; fastener mounting 
means dividing said tubular portion into identification 
and fastener receiving sections; and a fastener located in 
said fastener receiving section by said fastener mounting 
means and engageable with said openings in said strap. 
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2. In an identification bracelet, the combination of: 
an elongated, unitary body incorporating a tube at one 
end and a strap at the other, said tube being open at its 
opposite ends and divided into identification and fastener 
receiving sections and having an opening in its wall inter 
mediate said open ends communicating with said fastener 
receiving section; and a fastener in said fastener receiving 
section for engagement with a strap inserted through the 
open extremity of said last-named section and through 
said wall opening. 

3. In an identification bracelet, the combination of: 
an elongated body having a tubular portion at one ex 
tremity thereof for the reception of identification data, 
said tubular portion being adapted to receive the opposite 
extremity of said body and said opposite extremity hav 
ing fastener receiving openings therein, said tubular por 
tion having an opening formed therein intermediate its 
ends for the passage of said opposite extremity there 
through after insertion in said tubular portion; and a 
fastener located wholly within said tubular portion for 20 
engagement in one of said fastener receiving openings. 
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4. In an identification bracelet, the combination of: 

an elongated body having a tubular portion at one ex 
tremity thereof for the reception of identification data, 
said tubular portion being adapted to receive the opposite 
extremity of said body and said opposite extremity having 
fastener receiving openings therein, said tubular portion 
having an opening formed therein intermediate its ends 
for the passage of said opposite extremity therethrough 
after insertion in said tubular portion; and a fastener lo 
cated in said tubular portion for engagement in one of 
said fastener receiving openings. 
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