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To all whom z'i.mag/ concern.:

-Be it ‘known that I, NormenT D. Haw-
XINS, Jr.,:a citizen of the United States,
and g resident:of Pittsburgh, in the county
of ' Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania,
have .invented-'a new and useful Improve-
ment in: Belts; and I do hereby declare the
following ‘to:be a full, clear, and exact de-
séription. thereof. -

My “invention pertains to trousers-sup-
porting belts,-and relates especially to belts
which are to be used inside the trousers.

The ordinary exterior belt has the dis- -

advantage that its supporting effect is ob-
tained by:a gripping action around the body
of the wearer:at an appreciable distance
above the hips.. This gripping action is re-
ductive of comfort, and injurious to health.

‘If the belt were placed lower on the trousers,

so as ‘to-engage the hips and thereby avoid
the above:disadvantage, the arrangement
would: be' too unsightly for use. It has been
proposed: to provide a belt adapted to be
placed within the trousers, and having up-
rights for connection with the exterior
trousers-buttons; but such belts, in the form
in which it has been heretofore proposed to
make them, have been of complicated con-

structions, “including rigid parts which.

would be uncomfortable in wear, and, where

the - height of the trousers, such adjusting
means have ‘been of a complex nature and
have “involved inwardly projecting parts
which would be very uneasy to the wearer.

It is an object of my.invention to provide
a belt of the character in which the band is
located ~within the trousers and is con-
nected with' the trousers-buttons by up-
rights, which will be of a simple and
economical ‘construction, which will be
durable in use, and which will be com-
fortable to wear. It is another object of my
invention to produce a belt of the above
character the construction of which will be
such as to permit easy adjustment of the
height of the trousers. And other and
further objects of my invention will appear
from the following specification, taken in
connection with the claims forming part
thereof. -

By way of example, I have described one
form which my invention may take, in the

following specification, and shown it in the
accompanying drawing, in which: ’

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a belt
constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing the
belctlz In operative position on the trousers;
an .

Fig. 8 is a transverse section, taken on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, looking in the direc-
tion of the arrows. ,

Referring to the drawing in detail, the
belt comprises a non-elastic - flexible strap
or band 5 ‘which is made in the desired

length, having fixed to one end thereof one -
part, while slidably adjustable on the other

end is the other part of a buckle A here-
inafter - fully described.

The buckle A as mounted on the belt per-
mits the fastening of the strap or band 5
about the waist of the wearer, and also
allows the tightening thereof when required.
Secured, by stitching,. at intervals to the
strap or band 5 are casings or coverings 6,
made from flexible material, which are of
a length to project the desired distance be-
yond the upper edge of the strap or band 5.
These casings contain resilient, but rela-
tively stiff, stays 7, preferably made from
whalebone, each having metallic reinforce-
ments or edge protectors 8, which latter pre-
vent the said stays from cutting through
the casings or coverings 6 therefor, or other-
wise unduly wearing away the same when
the belt is in use.

Swingingly connected to the free ends of
the uprights constituted by the stays and
casings, are button-engaging loops 9 for
the connection thereof with buttons 10 which
are fastened interiorly of the trousers B at
the waist line thereof when the belt is to
be worn. .

The buckle A comprises a duplex loop-
like slide 11 which is adjustably connected
to the strap or band 5 on one end portion
thereof, the slide being formed with a yoke
12 medially thereof. In this yoke is formed
an arrow-shaped bill 13, while the other part
of the buckle comprises a loop member 14
formed with resilient hook-like ends 15
which are adapted to engage in the yoke
12 for the fastening of the two parts of the
buckle together, the bills 13 being designed
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to spread the hook ends 15 when fastening
the two parts of the buckle. The part of the
huckle having the bills 13 is permanently
fixed to the other end of the strap or band
5 constituting the belt. It is of course to
be understood that any other type of buckle
may be employed if found desirable.

In the use of the belt the strap or band
5 is placed about the waist band of the
trousers with the button engaging loops 9
pointing downwardly and disposed over
side suspender buttons 10 for detachable
engagement thereof within the same by
pressing the loops with the thumb and
fingers over the said buttons, and there-
after the strap or band 5 is turned to invert
the same, whereby the stays will be pro-
jected upwardly from the strap or band 5,
the latter, together with -the stays, being
now inside the trousers B so that on the
adjustment of the buckle the parts thereotf
can be fastened together for the securing
of the belt about the waist of the user.

In the use of the belt described above,
the band 5 rests upon the hips of the weaver,
which does away with thel necessity of
tightening the belt to such an extent as to
cause discomfort or be injurious to health.
With the band thus resting on the hips, the
upper edge of the trousers is held in posi-
tion by the uprights consisting of the stays
7 and casings 6. If it is desired to adjust
the height at which the trousers are sup-
ported, this may be effeeted by increasing
or decreasing the length of the band by
manipulating the buckle A. The cifect of
inereasing the length of the band will be to
allow the latter to slip somewhat farther
down upon the hips, which will result in
the trousers being supported on a lower
plane; if the length of the band be de-
creased, the latter will not slip so far down
upon the hips, and the trousers will con-
sequently be held in a higher position.
The possibility of thus adjusting the height
ot the trousers by a simple adjustment of
the length of the band is due to the non-
elasticity of the band.

The Dbelt described above is of an ex-
tremely simple construction; and its parts of
stich a nature, and so put together, that the
belt may be placed on the market at a very
low cost. It will be observed, moreover, that
the only rigid part of the belt is the buckle
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A; the stays 7, while sufficiently stiff to exer-
cise their supporting function, being yet
sufficiently resilient to accommodate them-
selves to the person of the weaver. The de-
vice thus presents no parts which could cause
discomfort during wear.

Having thus fully described my inven-
tion, what I claim as new and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent is:

1. A belt of the character described com-
prising a flat single ply band made from
flexible non-elastic fabric material of uni-
form width throughout its length, codpera-
tive buckle members adjustably and detach-
ably connecting the ends of the band, case-
ments fixed at intervals to one face of the
band to project vertically a distance beyond
the upper edge thereof and stitched to pro-
vide sleeve-like free ends, relatively stiff
resilient stays within the casements, rigid
loop members loosely engaged in the sleeve-
like free ends of the casements bevond the
stays, and reinforcements on the ends of
the stays interiorly of the casements.

2. The combination with trousers having
buttons adjacent the upper edge thereof, of
a belt including a band adapted to lie within
the trousers below the buttons, uprights for
supporting the trousers from said band,
means for securing said uprights to said
band, said securing means comprising fabric
casings, one inclosing each upright,, secured
to said band, and wire button-engaging loops
having portions thereof sewed into sald cas-
ings so as to form a hinged connection there-
with, for the purposes set forth.

3. A garment supporter comprising a belt,
a plurality of upwardly-extending stay
members secured to said belt, and a rigid
attaching member hingedly associated with
each of said stay members.

4. A garment supporter comprising a belt
of flexible material, a plurality of uprights
secured to sald belt, each of said uprights
including a stay member, a casing inclosing
said stay member, and a rigid attaching
device pivotally secured to the free end of
each upright.

In testimony whereof I, the said Nog-
amext D. Hawxixs, Jr., have hereunto set
my hand. :

NORMENT D. HAWKINS, Jr.

Witness: :

A. D, P Mizier.
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