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My invention relates to improvements in
metal clips for use in connection with paper,
cardboard and similar thin materials. "

The objects of my invention are to pro-

5 vide a metal clip of simple and efficient con-
_struction which may be quickly and easily
attached to any thin object, as to a piece of
paper or cardboard, and which is adapted to
have a tab removably inserted therein 1n such

10 3 manner that said tab will project beyond
the edge of the cardboard or paper so as to
always be visible.

Further objects are to provide a clip of this
nature that is made of a single piece of re-

15 silient metal, that has no movable parts,
that is provided with means adapted to slip
over and firmly grip the edge of a piece of
cardboard or paper or other thin material
and that has a portion which projects out-

20 wardly from the edge of the cardboard or
paper and is provided with means wherein
a separate tab of material may be remov-
ably held.

A further object is to provide a clip of

25 this nature that is also adapted to serve as
a hanger for the card or object to which
the clip is secured. )

Other and more specific objects will be
apparent from the following description

30 tgken in conmection with the accompanying
drawings. ;

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in
perspective on a relatively large scale of a
clip constructed in accordance with my. in-
-vention. - '

Fig. 2, is a view in front elevation, on a
smaller scale, of the same showing the clip

secured to the top edge of a sheet or card-

and showing a tab in the tab holding part of
40 the clip. .

Fig. 3 is a view in rear elevation showing
the clip attached to the side edge of a sheet
or card. o

- Fig. 4 is an enlarged view in cross section
45 on broken line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the
tongue of the clip provided with hook means
for hanging said clip up.

Fig. 6 is a perspective of a modified form

%0 of clip having only one grippine arm.
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Like reference numerals designate like
parts throughout the several views.
In handling groups or stacks of cards or

papers which are placed in overlapping re--

lation it is often of advantage to have tabs
projecting from the edges of certain of said
cards or papers, which tabs are visible and
afford a quick and easy means for locating
the cards or sheets to which they are se-
cured. - This is exemplified in card indexes
and files of well known form in which the
tabs are integral with the cards. I find that,
for many uses, it is of advantage to have a

marginal tab of this nature that is separable -

from the card or sheet, that is quickly and
easily applied to said card or sheet or re-
moved therefrom, that is adjustable relative
to the edge of the card or sheet to any -de-

sired position, and that is adapted for the -

reception of separable markers which may
be quickly and easily replaced, permitting
the use, at different times, in the same clip,
of markers bearing different marks or of
markers of different color.

Some of the uses for which this clip is
adapted are on visible files; alphabetic, nu-
merical and color indexes and combinations
of the same; letter files and all forms of files

‘where a distinguishing tab may be used to

advantage on one or a group of cards or
papers; as a replacement for tabs that have
been torn off ; as price tab for marking goods;
as a clip for securing a plurality of articles
together and as a combined clip and hook
for hanging articles as pictures, calendars,
articles of merchandise in stores, cards in
window. displays and the like and for
numerous other uses along this same line.
Referring to the drawings, wherein I dis-
close a. preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion, 6 designates the body of the clip. The
body is preferably a flat piece of resilient
metal of substantially rectangular shape be-
fore it is cut and bent. 7 and 8 are two
resilient arms hereinafter termed gripping

‘members, that are formed by making four

spaced apart parallel cuts inwardly from one
end of the body portion 6 to a point ap-
proximately mid-way between the two ends
and then bending the portions that lie be-
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tween each pair of cuts over onto the op-
posite end of the body substantially as shown.

The bent portion of the gripping members

is arched as shown at 9 to afford gredter
resiliency, more room and a greater range
of movement for the outer ends of the grip-
ping members. The outer ends of gripping
members are bent upwardly slightly to make
it more easy to slip the same over the edges
of cards or papers. Two openings 10 and
11 are preferably provided in the inner or
gripping end of the clip directly oppoqile

- the respective gripping membels 7 and. 8,
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said openings belng slightly wider than the
gripping members 7 and 8 so that the arip-
ping members may press the gripped por-
tions of a card or paper thereinto and hold
the same more firmly.

I also contemplate roughening or corru-
gating the gripping members and roughening
or corrugating the surfaces with which they
co-operate to make the same hold more firmly.

The tab holding end of the clip has a flat

tongue 12, which is the metal left between thn
5 two slots 13 that are formed when the grip-

ping members are cut out and said tongue
has a raised tab holding element 14 in its
outer end preferably formed by punching or
bending. The edges of the tab holding por-
tion are bent 1nwmdl‘y as shown, to “form
channels 15 for the reception of a tab or
tabs 16, which may be slipped in from the
end or inserted from the front side. The
outer end of the tab is retained by the raised

5 element 14 and the other end of said tab may

abut against the arched portions 9 of the
gripping members.

The channel grooves 15 support the edges
of the tab and the tongue 12 supports the
middle of said tab. Portions of the tab are

~visible from the rear side through the slots

cn

13 and if desired colored strips 17 miay be
inserted over said slots to afford a color in-
dex as seen from this side. The elip is thus
reversible, or capable of presenting useful
information on both sides at the same time.
If desired a transparent cover tab 18, as of
celluloid, may be placed over the tab 16.

For convenience in this description I have
herein termed the tab holding end as the
outer end and the gripping end as the inner
end of the clip.

In Figure 5 I have Qhown the tongue 12
of this chp as provided with a slot 20 prof-
erably of substantially keyhole shape that is
adapted for the reception of a hanoer in the
nature of a double hook 21 which may be used
for hanging the clip from any support as a
wire or cor d 22 shown by dotted lines. The
hook 21 is preferably +f>rmed of a piece of
relatively thin flat metal. The clip may also
be hung on a nail or tack. Tf the head of the
nail or tack is small enough the slot 20 may
be passed over said-head in hanging the elip
up. Ifthenail ortack head is 1‘1r0e1 than the
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big end of the slot 20 said nail or tack may
be driven through this slot. In Fig. 5 I fur-
ther show the outer end of the tonfrue 12 as
bent to form a hook 23 which may serve as a
stop for the tab or tabs and also as a means
by which the clip may be hung on a wire or
cord.

This clip is cheap and simple in construc-
tion being formed of a single piece of metal
cut and bent to a desired shape. It is-to-
tally free from moving parts. It may be
very quickly and easily secured to a card or

sheet of paper and will grip and hold the

same very securely. It permits a tab or tabs
to be very quickly and easily inserted there-
in or removed therefrom and is adapted for
the reception of a tab of comparatively large
size in proportion to the size of the clip. It
leaves substantially the entire area of one side

of the tab visible and holds the tab securely.

enough to prevent the same-from dropping
out or becoming displaced accidentally. Fur-
theremore, be it noted that the clip is charac-
terized by having one side flat, whereby
economy of space is provided, so that it may

be applied to a large number of superim-

posed sheets or thin ob]ects

In Fig. 6, I show a form of my clip in
which only one gripping member 24 is pro-
vided on the gripping end of the clip, said.
gripping member being cut from the grip-
ping end of the clip, leavmg an opening 25
m direct registration with said membe'r 24.

The clips may be made in various sizes to
meet different requirements. Having the two,
gripping members 7 and 8 mamfestly pro-
vides a firm gripping clip which holds the
same squarely upon the paper or card. How-
ever, manifestly, one of said members may
be omitted where such firmness of gripping.
and such squareness of holding are not re-
quired.

The foregoing description and accompany-
ing drawings clearly disclose a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention but it will be un-
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derstood that this disclosure is merely illus- ~

trative and that such changes may be re-
sorted to as are fairly within the seope and
spirit of the following clalms

I claim:

1. A tab holding clip embodymo a. substan-
tially flat rectangular body portion, two inte-
gral gripping members cut from the outer
end of sa1d body portion and bent over into
close proxunlty to the inner end of the same, ,
the openings left by the removal of said grip-
ping members being stbstantially parallel
and being spaced ap‘lrt to leave a tongue
therebetwleen a raised stop member formed
at the outer end of said tongue, and tab re-
celving means on the outer end of said ‘body
portion.

2. A tab holding clip embodying a substan-
tially flat rectangular body portion, two inte-
gral gripping members cut from the other end
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of said body portion and bent over into close
proximity to the inner end of the same, the
openings left by the removal of said gripping
members being substantially parallel and be-
ing spaced apart to leave a tongue therebe-
tween, a combined hook and stop member
formed at the outer end of said tongue and
tab receiving means on the outer end of said
body portion. :

8. A tab holding clip formed of a relatively
flat rectangular piece of resilient metal hav-
ing two slots extending from the outer end in-
wardly leaving two side strips and a medially
disposed tongue, said tongue having a hole ex-
tending therethrough, whereby a supporting
means is provided for said clip, means form-
ing tab receiving channels along the outer
edges of said side strips and means at the in-
ner end of said clip for gripping a thin object.

4. A clip embodying a tab holding end por-
tion and a paper gripping end portion, said
paper gripping portion having an opening
therein and a resilient gripping member
formed from said tab holding end portion,
said member being bent back over said paper
gripping portion and disposed to lie in said
opening, said tab holding end portion having
two laterally disposed strips, the edges of
said strips being bent upwardly to form tab
receiving channels.

5. A clip formed of a single piece of resili-
ent metal, resilient gripping members cut
from intermediate parts of one end portion
of said metal piece and openings cut from the

5 other end portion, said gripping members be-

ing bent over and caused to lie in part within
the plane of said openings, both of said end
portions lying in the same plane, and tab
holding means disposed on said first men-
tioned end portion of said metal piece.
The foregoing specification signed at Seat-
tle, Wash., this 24th day of February, 1927.
FLORENCE M. PORTER.



