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My invention relates to supporting devices for elongat-
ed or tenuous articles such as, but not necessarily restrict-
ed to, a garden hose, a strand of conductor cable for il-
luminated decoration, etc.

A particular object of my invention is to provide a
simple and inexpensive article which may be mass pro-
duced, as by molding methods, and used in a spaced series,
attached to a fixed support such as the ground or a build-
ing structure,

Another object is to provide an article of the type re-
ferred to which is attactive in appearance as well as
efficient and generally satisfactory for the desired purpose.

Various other objects and advantages will no doubt
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art as the de-
scription proceeds.

Referring now to the drawings forming a part of this
specification and illustrating a preferred embodiment of
my invention,

FIG. 1 is an elevational view, showing either the front
or back (which may be identical in appearance) of a
supporting device embodying my invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken substantially along
the line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken substantially
along the line 3—3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the same holder

inserted in the ground for lawn watering, and
"~ FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing the holder in use
as a supporter for an electrical illumination conductor.

Referring first to FIGS. 1-3, inclusive, my invention
contemplates a supporting device indicated generally by
the numeral 10 which is most economically produced by
molding same from some suitable inexpensive material,
such as a synthetic thermoplastic resin. Such materials
are available in a wide variety of chemical compositions,
such as the phenol-formaldahyde resins, the various syn-
thetic rubber compounds, such as the polyurethanes, poly-
- vinyls, or other poly-esters, etc., and may be obtained
according to any desired specification and physical proper-
ties. Preferably, the material employed by me will have
a relatively high degree of frictional surface, and it is
also desirable that it have some flexibility or resilience, if
distorted with reference to the axis defined by the line
2—2 of FIG. 1. Also, it is desirable that a spike 12,
screw or other suitable support, preferably with an en-
largement or head 15, be embedded into the article 10 in
the molding operation.

The outer contour of the molded article 10 is not
of special importance except from an aesthetic standpoint,
in that it be attractive in appearance. Article 16 is pre-
ferably symmetrical about the axis defined by center line
2—2, comprising a pair of generally similar arms 18, 18
joined together at one extremity thereof by means of a
web portion 20 within which the spike head 15 is molded.
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The opposite extremities 22, 22 of arms 18, 18 are spaced
apart, with opposed projections or knobs, 23, 23 formed
thereon. ' i

It will be seen that the arms 18, 18 define there-
between a generally cross-shaped space 25 with rounded
corners and edges as indicated by numeral 27.

I preferably provide in each of the arms 18, 18 chan-
nels 28 molded therein on opposite sides of said arms,
as seen best in FIGS. 1 and 3, said channels serving as
stiffening means and also improving the ornamental ap-
pearance of article 10.

It will be seen that the molded article is not only
symmetrical with reference to center line 2—2 but also
that the opposite faces thereof as seen in FIG. 1 are
substantially identical, as indicated in FIG. 3, although
such similarity is not required.

The supporting device described above may be em-
ployed in a variety of ways. Thus, FIG. 1 shows the
device as employed for supporting a garden hose H.
Such 2 hose, of course, may take a variety of shapes and
contours, viz., round, rectangular, etc. FIG. I shows
a particular type of garden hose which happens to be
popular at the present time, having an oblong cross-
sectional contour and having spaced apertures for emis-
sion of water along the corners of the hose as seen in
FIG. 1, such a hose being snitable either for lawn soak-
ing or sprinkling of flowers and shrubs. It will be seen
that the hose fits snugly within the cross-shaped space de-
fined between arms 18. If necessary, the arms may be
sprung slightly away from each other in feeding the
hose through a number of the supporting devices 10,
which is permitted by reason of their slight resilience, and
said devices are then secured to the ground in spaced
series by means of spike 12, as seen in FIG. 4.

The type of garden hose shown is known in the trade
as a combined “soaker and sprinkler” and may be ar-
ranged either horizontally or vertically, according to the
result desired by the user. As shown in FIG. 4, the same
hose H may be supported within the cross-shaped cavity
25 of supporting device 10 in a vertical direction for use
as a spray.

FIG. 5 illustrates another application of my invention
for supporting an electrical conduit used with Christmas
lights or other electrical display purposes. It will be
seen that a number of the supporting devices 10 are
attached by means of their spikes 12 to any convenient
structural portion of a building, such as a cornice of a
porch, window frame, etc., and the electrical conduit
C is fed therethrough and is securely retained between
arms 18.

Obviously, supporting devices embodying my inven-
tion may be employed for a wide variety of other pur-
poses. Inasmuch as the article is preferably molded of
synthetic plastic or other insulating material, it is ideally
suited for the support of electric conductors.

Various changes coming within the spirit of my in-
vention may suggest themselves to those skilled in the
art; hence, I do not wish to be limited to the specific
embodiments shown and described or uses mentioned,
but intend the same to be merely exemplary, the scope
of my invention being limited only by the appended
claims.
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I claim:

1. A device adapted to be disposed in a spaced series
for supporting an extended, tenuous article, comprising

(a) a bifurcated member having arms joined at one

extremity by a web portion and spaced apart at
their other free extremity defining a passage there-
between, for engaging such tenuous article, and

(b) an attaching member fixed to and projecting from

said web portion, said bifurcated member being gen-
erally U-shaped, having a cross-shaped passage there-
in to seat such tenuous article.

2. A device as in claim 1, wherein said member is
formed of a moldable plastic having appreciable resilience
permitting said arms to be sprung relative to said pas-
sage.

3. A device as in claim 2, wherein said arms have
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opposed protuberances adjacent their free extremities,
serving as a bar against escape of an article disposed in
said passage.
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