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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ALONZO. F. CHAPMAN, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-THIRD TO LOUIS 

MIEURER AND ONE-THIRD TO WILLIAM MEURER, BOTH OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. 
CLOTHES-LINE REE, AND STRETCHER. 

1,055,517. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Sar. 1, 1913. 
Application filed July 2, 1912. Serial No. 707,346. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALONZO. F. CHAPMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at St. 
Louis, in the State of Missouri, have invent 
ed certain new and useful Improvements in 
Clothes-Line Reels and Stretchers; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable other's skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
Same. 
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This invention relates to improvements in 
clothes line reels and stretchers. 
The principal object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a simple and cheap device 
of this character, and one which is effec 
tive in its operation. 
Other objects and advantages will be ap 

parent from the following description, and 
with particular reference to the accompany 
ing drawings. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of the device. Fig. 2 is a front eleva 
tion. Fig. 3 is a top plan view. Fig. 4 is a 
vertical longitudinal sectional view on the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a vertical 
transverse sectional view on the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the ar 
rows. Fig. 6 is a vertical transverse sec 
tional view on the line 6-6 of Fig. 2, look 
ing in the direction of the arrows. 

Referring particularly to the accompany 
ing drawings 10 and 11 represent the side 
plates of the frame of the device. These 
frames are triangular in shape and have the 
openings 12 formed in their bases which are 
adapted to receive the ends of the spacing 
rods 13, the said ends of the rods having the 
stop collars 14 which bear against the inner 
faces of the plates 10 and 11, and have their 
outer ends bent to form heads on the outer 
sides of the said plates. In the apex of each 
of the plates is formed a larger opening 15, 
the purpose of which will appear later, as 
well as an opening 16 formed in an enlarge 
ment 17 at one edge of the plate 11. Mount 
ed in these plates 10 and 11 is a reel which 
consists of the disks 18 and 19 and the shaft 
20. The disk 19 has a central opening 21 
for the reception of the reduced end 22 of 
the shaft 20. Secured on the outer face of the 
disk 19 is a small disk 23 which has project 
ing from its outer face a pintle 24, said pin 
tle being received in the opening 15 of the 
plate 10. Secured to the outer face of the 

disk 1S is a ratchet wheel 25, from the outer 
face of which projects a pintle 26, said pintle 
being received in the opening 15 of the plate 
11. Projecting from the other face of the 
ratchet wheel 25 is a tubular member 27 60 
which receives the reduced end 28 of the 
shaft 20, said tubular member having an 
opening 29 through which a nail or a screw 
is driven to hold said member 27 to the 
shaft. The disk 23 has an obliquely ar- 65 
ranged opening 30 through which a nail is 
driven into the end of the reduced portion 22 
of the shaft 20. 
A pawl 31 is provided with a stud 32 

which is received through the opening 16 70 
of the plate 11, said stud having a trans 
verse opening in its outer end for the recep 
tion of a split key 33. The nose of this pawl 
engages with the teeth of the ratchet wheel 
25, and holds the drum against backward ro- 75 
tation. This pawl is a gravity pawl, and is 
provided with a laterally projecting finger 
piece 34 for raising the pawl from the teeth 
of the ratchet. 
Formed integrally with the ratchet wheel 80 

25 and the member 27 is an aperture exten 
sion 35 which is adapted to receive the end 
of the clothes line 36, which is knotted on 
the opposite end of said extension. A 
curved and inclined guard 37 extends from 85 
the extension 35 part way around, and con 
centric with the member 27. 
Mounted on the outer end of the pintle 26 

is a handle 38, which has on one end a hand 
grip 39. The opposite end of the handle is 90 
doubled on itself at 39, the adjacent portions 
being formed with the openings 40 which 
receive the end of the spindle 26, which is 
Square in cross section. Disposed in a 
threaded opening 41 in the bend 39 of the 95 
handle is a set screw 42, which, when the 
handle is positioned on the spindle 26, will 
bear against one face of said spindle, to hold 
the handle against movement on the spindle. 
The reduced end 2S of the shaft 20 and the 100 

tubular member 27 are disposed in an open 
ing 43 formed centrally in the disk 18, an 
arcuate opening 44 being formed at one side 
of the opening 43 to permit the entrance of 
the extension 35 and guard 37. 
The outer face of the ratchet wheel 25 is 

formed with a number of countersunk open 
ings for the reception of screws by means of 
which the 'atchet is attached to the disk 1S. 
What is claimed is: 
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As an article of manufacture, a clothes erally from the tubular extension and a . 
line reel and stretcher comprising a pair of curved guard formed on the outer end of the 
triangular plates suitably spaced apart, and perforated member and the adjacent face 15 
a drum rotatably mounted in said plates, of the ratchet wheel, said guard being ar 
said drum, comprising a pair of disks, a pin- ranged concentric with the tubular member. 
tle secured to one disk, a ratchet wheelse- In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

e to th other disk, a pivoted pawl on ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
the frame for engaging with the ratchet r / wheel, a pintle on thatchet wheel, a crank ALONZO. F. CHAPMAN. 
handle on the pintle, a tubular extension on Witnesses: 
the opposite side of the ratchet wheel, a per- M. ECKERT, 
forated rope holding member extending lat- JULIUS ANDREAS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 

  


