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CORA PARKER, OF CORSICANA, TEXAs. 

CONTORTIBLE WIRE ARTICLE. 

Application filed March 13, 1922. Serial No. 543,894. 

This invention relates to contortible wire 
implements and has for an object to pro 
vide a device capable of being used for a 
great variety of purposes, such, for instance, 
as receptacles of various kinds, for supports 
for various purposes and for ornamental 
effects where desired. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of the type having a plurality 
of similar wire units so inter-connected that 
they may be distorted relative to each other 
and to their inter-connections to form the 
device into receptacles of various shapes 
for various purposes, or for supports of vari 
ous shapes and for various purposes, and to 
impart to the device so contorted ornamental 
effects and shapes as found desirable for 
the purposes and in the positions used. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a wire receptacle of the general 
stantially similar units hinged and inter 
connected in such manner that the basket may be distorted from approximate cylin 
dricity to a variety of other shapes, or when 
inverted serve as a support for various pur 
poses, as for drying articles or the like, and 
when collapsed to serve also as a support, as 
for instance for heated dishes upon a table, 
or to serve as a support for toasting bread, 
or the like over a heated surface or heating 
unit. . 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention comprises certain novel units, 
parts, elements, combinations, inter-connec 
tions and functions, as disclosed in the 
drawings, together with mechanical equiva 
lents thereof, as will be hereinafter more full 
ly described and claimed. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a view of the device in side 

elevation, some of the parts being shown in 
perspective and the article as an entirety as 
suming substantially cylindricity and posi 
tioned as a basket, such for instance as a 
waste basket, or the like; 

SO 

device as shown at Fi 
Figure 2 is an inverted plan view of the 

gure 1, it also being 
understood that it represents the disk or 
bottom portion of the device in any position 
and in any use which does not change ex 

cept that for some purposes or by reason of 
the relation of the parts the bottom may be 
bulged from a substantial plane, as indi 
cated; v 

Figure 3 is a view in side elevation, some 
of the parts being shown in perspective, of 
the article distorted by extending the con 
necting line intermediate the bands and di 
verging the top units; 

Figure 4 is a view in side elevation, some 
of the parts being in perspective, of the 
central part of the unit, being contracted 
With the upper units still diverging as shown 
at Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged detail sectional 
view of the units in edge elevation showing 
their connections, and Figures 6, 7, 8 and 9 are diagrammatic 
views showing some of the several positions 
into which the several units may be dis 

basket type made up of a plurality of sub torted, it being understood that the number 
of such distortions is in no way limited by 
the number so shown and that a great num 
ber of other forms and shapes may be given 
to the structure. 

Like characters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
WeWS. 

The improved article which forms the 
subject matter of this application is in 
tended to form in its usual shapings a body 
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of some nature and for convenience may 
be referred to herein as a basket, it being 
understood, however, that the term “basket 
as applied at any part throughout this speci 
fication and claims does not in any way 
limit the invention to the use of the article 
as a basket or its use for any and all other 
purposes to which such an article is or ma 
be found of use. 
The device comprises two rings 10 and 11. 

In the positions shown in the drawings in 
Figures 1 to 4 inclusive and Figures 6 and 
7... the ring 10 is the bottom ring and the ring 11 is the top ring, the rings being spaced 
apart each occupying substantially a hori 
zontal plane. The position of the article, 
however, with the ring 10 at the bottom 
and the ring 11 above is no limitation upon 
the present invention, as will be apparent 
from other figures of the drawings. These 
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rings 10 and 11 are preterably, though not 
necessarily, formed of wire and for con 
venience may be connected or joined, as indi 
cated at 12 in Figure 2. 
The two rings 10 and 11 are spaced apart 

by a plurality of U-shaped or rigid units 13 
and 14, which units are connected at their 
U-bend by thinging elements consisting 
preferably of rings 15, which rings 15 per 
mit the arches 13 and 14 to be moved rela 
tive to each other, such movement being ac 
commodated by the connection of the arches 
with the rings 10 and 11, which is preferably 
through the means of eyes or loops 16 and 17 
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respectively. By reason of this hinging of 
the arches 13 and 14 to the rings 10 and 11, 
in the manner just described and the hing 
ing of the units together by means of the 
rings 15, the said units may be distorted 
from cylindricity as shown at Figure 1, 
either inwardly or outwardly, as indicated 
at Figures 3 and 4, it being understood that 
these positions are not either the inward or 
outward limits of movements and that the 
members 13 and 14 may be closed together 
in either direction, the outward movement 
initiated as at Figure 3, being shown more 
completely at Figures 5, 8 and 9. 
The ring 10 serves as the border for the 

bottom of the article when it serves in its 
capacity as a basket, or as the top should 
the device be inverted from the position 
shown at Figure 1. The bottom is likewise 
composed of a plurality of arches 18 which 
are hingedly connected at their extremities 
to the ring 10 by means of eyes or loops 
19 similar to the loops 16 and 17, with the 
U-bend of the arches extending toward the 
center of the ring 10 and preferably united 
in any approved manner, as by means of 
Wires 20 having loops 21 embracing some of 
the U-bends of the arches 18, preferably at 
their junctions. It is not the intent that 
the connection of these parts shall be so 
rigid as to at all times maintain this ele 
ment bounded by the ring 10 in a plane or 
even approximate plane, but to permit its 
being bulged in either direction as the ex 
igencies of use or desirability of ornamen 
tation shall make desirable. 
The ring 11 also supports the upper series 

of arches 22, it being understood that desig 
nating these as upper series has nothing 
whatever to do with the actual position of 
use, as indicated more particularly at Fig 
ures 5, 8 and 9 wherein this series of arches 
is shown at the bottom instead of the top 

... of the article as employed. These arches 22 
60 

are hingedly secured to the ring 11 by means 
of eyes 28, such eyes embracing the ring 11 
permitting the movement of the arches an 
gularly relative to the plane of the ring 11. 

It will be noted from the drawings that 
the several series of arches 13, 14 and 22 
are so interwoven that one of these arches 
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may not be moved upon its supporting eye 
pivots without moving the entire series, 
whereby all of the arches of the series as 
sume the same relation to their supporting 
rings. In other words if it is desired to move 
the arches 22 from the position relative to 

... the ring 11 shown at Figure 1 to the posi 
tion shown at Figures 3 and 4, it is not nec 
essary to move and adjust each of the arches 
independently and separately, as the ad 
justment of one or some of the arches of the 
series results in the adjustment of all cor 
respondingly. The same is true of the series 
13 and 14 as all are interwoven in such 
manner that all assume the same positions 
simultaneously and the series 13 and 14be 
ing inter-connected by means of the rings 
15, it is obvious that these two series wi 
assume complementary positions, as indicat 
ed at Figures 3 and 4. . . . 
The use of the article disclosed in the 

present invention is almost limitless. A few 
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of its uses and its shapes to adapt it for such 
uses may be mentioned as for instance a bas 
ket of the waste basket type, shown at Fig 
ure 1, whereas by inverting the article with 
out distorting it from its shape and setting 
it upon a heated surface, such as a stove, it 
becomes a support for the drying of articles, 
or if set over a more intense heat, such as 
a gas.burner, it becomes a support for the 
toasting of bread, or the like. The utility of 
the device for a toaster is adjustable, as for 
instance, it may assume the position shown 
at Figure 8 with the series of arches 22 sup 
porting the bottom at a distance above the 
gas flame less than would be the case by in 
verting it in its condition shown at Figure 
1, while the series may also be distorted by assuming a position approximately in par 
allelism with the bottom, as shown at Figure 
9, whereby the device may be further col 
lapsed to be employed with a flame of less 
heat. In the latter position it also serves as 
a Support for heated dishes upon a surface 
such, for instance, as a table. By turning 
in the arches 22, as shown at Figure , a nearly, closed receptacle may be provided 
which in some cases could serve as a bird 
cage or for holding a ball of twine, in fact 
for various purposes where an animal or an 
article is to be enclosed against escape. The 
forms as shown at Figures 3 and 4 will 
readily suggest their uses or at least some 
uses to which they may be put and the orna 
mental effect of the use of the article in such 
positions and for such purposes. 
What claim to be new is: 
A contortible wire article comprising sim 

ilar normally upper and lower rings spaced 
apart upon their axes, U-shaped loops have 
ing their ends curled to embrace-the rings, 
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the loops at the lower ring being perma-, . 
nently positioned substantially in the plane 
of the ring and the loops of the upper ring 30 
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being movable upon their curls as pivots to 
assume various angular positions relative to 
the plane of the ring, and other loops simi 
larly attached to the rings with the bows of the loops from each ring extending to 
ward the other ring and pivotally intercon 
nected, some of said interconnected loops 

being positioned to hold the loops of the 
upper ring against circumferential displace 
ment. B 
In testimony whereof I hereuinto affix my 

signature. 
CORA PARKER. 


