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This invention relates to a photographic easel, and 
more particularly to an easel for holding sensitized photo 
graphic paper while making exposures thereon prefer 
ably by projection, as by the use of a so-called enlarger. 
An object of the invention is the provision of a gen 

erally improved and more satisfactory easel of this char 
acter. 

Another object is the provision of a simple easel by 
which, with few and easy manipulations, the user may 
make a plurality of prints on various portions of a single 
sheet of photographic paper. 

Still another object is the provision of such an easel 
having simple means for quickly varying the size and 
number of prints to be made on a single sheet of a stand 
ard size. 
A further object is the provision of a sturdy and in 

expensive structure adapted to receive a given standard 
size sheet of photographic paper, as for example a sheet 
8 x 10 inches in size, the structure having provision for 
making on this sheet two prints of a somewhat smaller 
standard size, or more than two prints of various still 
Smaller Standard sizes, thus enabling a photographer to 
concentrate on stocking a single size of print paper (e.g., 
8 X 10) for use in making prints in a considerable variety 
of sizes (e.g., 5 X 7, 4 x 6, 4 x 5, 3% x 5, 3 x 4, and 
2/2 x 3%). 
A still further object is the provision of a simplified 

multi-print-size easel in which all necessary stops or 
abutments for positioning the paper carrier in various 
locations relative to the base, for making prints of various 
sizes, are in the form of permanent stops requiring no 
adjustment, the various locations of the paper carrier rela 
tive to the base being determined by the manner in which 
the paper carrier is manipulated relative to the base, rather 
than upon any adjustment or pre-setting of any stops or 
abutments. 

These and other desirable objects may be attained in 
the manner disclosed as an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention in the following description and in the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan of an easel in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, with the 
masking means arranged to make prints of size 5 x 7 
inches and with the paper carrier shown in full lines in 
a left hand position for making one print of that size on 
an 8 x 10 sheet and shown in dotted lines in a right hand 
position for making a second print on the same sheet; 

Fig. 2 is a plan of the paper carrier removed from 
other parts, with a piece of print paper in place on the 
left hand portion of the carrier, the right hand portion of 
the paper being broken away to illustrate more clearly 
the construction of the carrier beneath the paper; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary vertical section taken on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2, on a larger scale; 

Fig. 4 is a bottom plan of the paper carrier; 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation or edge view of the easel as 

seen from the left of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 6 is a plan of the easel with the masking bridge 
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2 
removed, illustrating the paper carrier in process of being 
turned relative to the base; 

Fig. 7 is a vertical section taken on the line 7-7 of 
Fig. 6, on a larger scale; 

Fig. 8 is a plan of the easel with an auxiliary mask 
placed on the masking bridge in position for making prints 
of 4 x 5 size; 

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 8 but with the auxiliary 
mask moved to position for making prints of 2/2 x 3% 
S1ze; 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary vertical section taken on the 
line 10-10 of Fig. 8: 

Fig. 11 is a plan of an auxiliary mask used for making 
prints of 3 x 4 size, with other portions of the easel struc 
ture shown in broken lines to enable a better understand 
ing of the use of this auxiliary mask, and with a 4 x 6 
mask opening also shown in broken lines for compari 
son with the 3 x 4 size; 

Fig. 12 is a plan of an 8 x 10 sheet of photographic 
paper containing two 5 X 7 prints as made by using the 
easel of the present invention; 

Fig. 13 is a similar view showing four 4 x 5 prints on 
the sheet, the inverted print numbers in this and some 
subsequent views indicating prints made after rotating 
the paper carrier through half a revolution in the plane 
of the paper; 

Fig. 14 is a similar view illustrating four 3/2 x 5 prints 
on the sheet; w 

Fig. 15 is a similar view illustrating eight 2/2 x 32 
prints on the sheet; 

Fig. 16 is a similar view illustrating three 4 x 6 prints on 
the sheet; 

Fig. 17 is a similar view illustrating six 3 X 4 prints 
on the sheet; and 

Figs. 18 through 25 are diagrams illustrating the posi 
tion of the abutment flanges on the bottom of the paper 
carrier relative to the stops on the base, when making vari 
ous individual prints of various sizes, as will be further 
explained as the description proceeds. 
The same reference numerals throughout the several 

views indicate the same parts. 
Photographic prints of various different sizes are often 

required. If it is attempted to keep in stock a separate 
supply of paper for each of the popular sizes, an almost 
insuperable problem is presented, because it is necessary 
to have several kinds and grades of paper in each size. 
The problem would be greatly reduced by keeping on 
hand a supply of only one fairly large size of paper (in 
the various necessary kinds and grades) and making the 
smaller size prints on paper of this large size, if the small 
er prints could be made easily and quickly on the larger 
sheet, and without undue wastage of paper. The present 
invention aims to facilitate this, by providing an easel 
which may be operated with great ease and rapidity to 
make a plurality of small prints on one large sheet, with 
out the need for manually setting or adjusting various 
stops or abutments as required in certain prior easels. 

In enabling the production of a plurality of small prints 
on one large sheet, in a truly practical way as distin 
guished from the theoretical but impractical way at 
tempted by certain prior easels, the present invention not 
only allows the photographer to concentrate on stocking 
one large size of paper rather than several small sizes, 
but also enables a great saving of time in processing the 
prints (developing, fixing, and washing them) because of 
handling a small number of large pieces of paper rather 
than a large number of small pieces. Also there is a 
great time saving in sorting the prints as they come out 
of the washing bath. It is true that the various prints 
on each large sheet have to be cut apart and trimmed, 
but the time spent in doing this is much more than offset 
by the time saved in processing and sorting, so that there 
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is a net gain in the efficiency of the whole operation, quite 
aside from the great advantage of eliminating the stock 
ing of various small sizes of paper. 
The easel of the present invention comprises three 

main parts, a base which ordinarily remains stationary 
on the base board of the photographic enlarger during the 
making of all prints on the same sheet of paper, a paper 
carrier which holds the large sheet of paper and which 
moves to various positions on the base for making the 
various small prints on the large sheet, and a masking 
bridge which is permanently mounted in fixed position oil 
the base and extends over the top of the paper carrier 
and the sheet of paper carried thereby. In addition, an 
auxiliary masking member may be placed on the mask 
ing bridge and moved to three different positions thereon 
for three of the popular sizes of small prints, while other 
auxiliary masking members may be used on the masking 
bridge for other sizes of small prints. 

Referring now to the drawings, and especially to Figs. 
1 and 5-7, the base comprises a stiff sheet metal member 
having a flat bottom 31 having an upstanding vertical 
flange 33 at its rear edge and a similar one 34 at its 
front edge, both of these flanges having at their tops out 
wardly extending horizontal flanges 35 and 36, respective 
ly. The flange 33 has a long horizontal slot 37 near 
its top, and the flange 34 has a similar long horizontal 
slot 38 near its top. Rising from the bottom portion 3 
of the base structure, near the four corners thereof, are 
four abutments or stops in the form of upturned vertical 
ears 41, 42, 43, and 44, which are sometimes referred 
to in the following description as the first, second, third, 
and fourth stops, respectively. 

It will be noted (Fig. 7) that the top edges of the stops 
41, etc., are at elevations below the bottom edges of the 
slots 37 and 38. 
The paper carrier (Figs. 1-7) is preferably made (ex 

cept for the paper retaining flanges) of moided plastic 
material, such as polystyrene, although it may be of hard 
rubber, die cast aluminum, or other suitable material. 
It comprises a top plate 51 the top face of which is flat 
except for a slight downward inclination or bevel 53 along 
two opposite edges at the long sides of the rectangular 
plate 51. Fixed to each of these long sides is a metal 
angle bar having a wide vertical flange 55 secured to the 
plate 51 and a narrow horizontal flange 57 to overlie and 
hold one edge of the sheet of sensitized photographic 
print paper 59 as seen in Fig. 3. Thus the paper is held 
by the flanges along its two longer sides, but is not held 
at its two shorter sides. At its ends (i.e., the two shorter 
sides) the plate 51 is notched out as at 61 (Figs. 2 and 
4) So that the sheet of paper 59 may be readily grasped 
between the thumb and finger to withdraw it from the 
Cae. 

The bottom face of the top plate 51 of the carrier is 
provided with various depending flanges or ribs, best seen 
in Fig. 4. There is a shallow peripheral rib 63 extend 
ing all the way around the perimeter of the carrier. Also 
there are two deeper flanges or ribs 65 and 66 extending 
parallel to but Spaced inwardly from the longer sides of 
the carrier, these ribs running the full length of the paper 
receiving Surface and projecting very slightly beyond it 
at both ends. Likewise two flanges or ribs 67 and 68, 
of the same depth as the flanges 65 and 66, extend par 
allel to but Spaced inwardly from the shorter sides of the 
carrier, these ribs crossing the ribs 65 and 66 as shown 
and projecting at both ends very slightly beyond the 
edges of the paper receiving surface. For certain di 
mensional reasons, the parts of the ribs 67 and 68 which 
extend outwardly beyond the ribs 65 and 66 need to be 
of considerable thickness, and consequently these parts 
are shown as being cored out or hollow, as seen at 69, 
Prely for the sake of saving material, the hollow spaces 
69 being of no other significance. The bottom edges of 
the ribs 65, 66, 67 and 68 all lie in a common plane and 
normally rest on the top surface of the flat plate 31, be 
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4. 
ing slidable thereon to various exposure positions deter 
mined by contacts of the ribs with the fixed stops 41, 
42, 43 and 44 of the base. To facilitate Subsequent de 
scription of the manipulation of the carrier, the portions 
of the respective ribs which extend outwardly beyond 
the crossing ribs are separately designated by the numerals 
71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, and 73, reading counterclock 
wise in the bottom view, Fig. 4, and clockwise in the top 
diagrammatic views, Figs. 18-25. 
When the bottoms of the ribs 65-68 are resting on the 

plate 35, the bottom edges of the marginal or peripheral 
rib 63 lie at an elevation above the tops of the stops 
41-44 (see Figs. 5 and 7) and so do not make contact 
with these stops. The slots 37 and 38 in the flanges 33 
and 34 of the base have sufficient width in a vertical di 
rection to allow the marginal rib 63 to pass through when 
turning the paper carrier in its own plane (see Figs. 6 
and 7). The extreme width (shorter side direction) of 
the paper carrier, including the slightly projecting ends 
of the cross ribs 67 and 68, is less than the clear space 
between the stops 41 and 44, and between the stops 42 
and 43, so that the entire carrier may be slid endwise 
out of the base. 
The third main part of the easel structure, the mask 

ing bridge, is best understood from Figs. 1, 5, and 8-10. 
comprises a piece of stiff sheet metal cut and bent to pro 
vide a main flat horizontal portion 81 at the rear edge 
of which is a vertical offset 82 followed by a narrow 
horizontal flange 83 offset slightly upwardly from the 
plane of the portion 81 and resting on the rear flange 35 
of the base, being permanently secured thereto by screws, 
rivets, or spot welding. Forwardly of the portion 81 
there is another upward offset 84 followed by a front hori 
zontal flange 85 which is offset upwardly from the plane 
of the portion 85 to the same extent as the flange 83, 
but the flange 85 is considerably wider than the flange 
83. The front edge of this flange 85 rests on the front 
flange 36 of the base, and is permanently secured thereto 
as by screws, rivets, or spot welding. At each of the 
lateral edges of the depressed portion 81 of the masking 
bridge, portions are bent upwardly to form narrow ver 
tical flanges 87 at the left and 89 at the right. The 
height of the vertical fianges 33 and 34 of the base is of 
Such dimensions with relation to the height of the paper 
carrier and the depth of downward offset of the portion 
81 of the masking bridge, so that the bottom of the mask 
ing bridge is held at an elevation slightly above the top 
of the paper carrier and thus allows free movement of 
the paper carrier horizontally in the space between the 
base and the masking bridge without causing the photo 
graphic paper to drag against or be damaged by the over 
lying masking bridge. 

In the flat portion 81 of the masking bridge there is a 
rectangular masking opening 9 of the proper size for 
the largest size of photographic print which is intended 
to be made when using this easel. In the specific em 
bodiment here disclosed, the paper carrier of the easel 
is intended to accommodate photographic print paper of 
the commonly used size of 8 x 10 inches, and the largest 
size print intended to be made with this easel is a print 
of nominal size 5 X 7 inches, which is one of the stand 
ard print sizes, thus giving two such prints on each sheet 
of paper 8 x 10 inches. Various dimensions will be 
mentioned by way of example in the following descrip 
tion, and it will be understood that all of these dimen 
sions are for an easel intended to take paper of the 
8 X10 size. If the easel is designed to take paper of 
a different size, then the dimensions of the easel would 
be different, of course, to accommodate the various stand 
ard sizes of small prints to the chosen size of large 
sheet. Also it must be realized that the nominal size 
of a print is not the actual size of the opening in the 
mask or of the picture printed on the paper, since there 
is an allowance for a white margin 346 of an inch to 4 
of an inch all the way around all four sides of each 
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print. Therefore, the opening 91 intended for making 
prints of nominal size 5 x 7 inches is actually only of a 
size 4% x 6% inches, which is the picture size for a so 
called 5x7 print. 

In addition to the permanent or fixed masking bridge 
81-91, there is also an auxiliary masking member in 
the form of an L-shaped piece of flat sheet metal having 
a relatively long and wide leg 93 (Figs. 8-10) and a 
relatively short and narrow leg 95 at right angles to each 
other, and having a manipulating knob 97 fixed to the 
top surface of this auxiliary masking member for ease 
in moving it from one location to another. Two spring 
clips 99, fixed to the flanges 87 and 89 of the bridge 
and overlying the portion 81 with ends which press re 
siliently downwardly, serve to hold the member 93-95 
frictionally in place in one position or another, the space 
between these two clips 99 being amply sufficient to allow 
the member 93-95 to be removed entirely from the 
fixed bridge when it is not needed. 

In addition to this L-shaped masking member 93-95 
which is used for several of the popular sizes of small 
prints, one or more additional auxiliary masking mem 
bers may also be used for certain sizes which are not so 
common. These will be further described below. 
The use of the device in masking photoprints will now 

be described. 
In all cases the base of the easel is placed flat on the 

base board of the enlarger, in such position that the beam 
of light projected downwardly by the enlarging lens will 
fall properly in the opening of the mask. The paper 
carrier is withdrawn at least partly from the base, by 
pulling it out rightwardly through the space between the 
stops 42 and 43, or by pulling it leftwardly between the 
stops 41 and 44, and is loaded with a sheet of paper of 
the proper kind, in the size for which the easel is in 
tended, being the 8 x 10 size in the present embodiment. 
Then the paper carrier is moved back to a position mainly 
under the masking bridge. 
Assuming now that it is desired to make two prints of 

5 X 7 size on the one large sheet of 8 x 10 paper, this 
is done by using the regular mask opening 91 in the 
permanent masking bridge, no supplemental or auxiliary 
masking parts being needed. The first step is to slide 
the paper carrier rearwardly so that the ends of the ribs 
73 and 74 abut against the rear flange 33 of the base, 
and then the carrier is slid leftwardly as far as it will 
go, bringing the left side of the rib 73 against the first 
stop 41, the position being shown diagrammatically in 
Fig. 18. In connection with all of the diagrams con 
stituting Figs. 18-25, the masking bridge as well as the 
upper portion of the paper carrier have been removed, 
So as to show merely the relationship of the bottom ribs 
or flanges on the carrier to the base and the stops there 
S. when making prints in various positions on the large 
sheet. 
After adjusting the carrier to the position just de 

Scribed, exposure is then made, which will result in ex 
posing a 5 X 7 area (that is, nominal 5 x 7 size, actually 
slightly Smaller on account of the desired border or mar 
gin) near the right hand end of the paper sheet, which will 
at this time be underneath the mask aperture 91 in the 
masking bridge. This position of the carrier is shown in 
full lines in Fig. 1, as well as in the diagrammatic view, 
Fig. 18. For brevity of subsequent description, this posi 
tion of the carrier may be called carrier position 1. 
For the Second print on the same sheet, the carrier is 

moved to the right as far as it will go, while still keeping 
the rear ends of the ribs 73 and 74 tight against the rear 
flange 33 of the base. This brings the carrier to the 
position shown in Fig. 19, where the right face of the rib 
74 is against the second stop 42, and is the position shown 
in dotted line in Fig. 1. This may be called carrier posi 
tion 2. The left hand portion of the sheet of paper will 
now lie underneath the exposure opening 91 in the mask 
ing bridge, and so an exposure may be made on the left 
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6 
end of the sheet, again of the nominal size 5 x 7, and in 
properly spaced relation to the first exposure of this size 
on the same sheet. The resulting two prints on this sheet 
are placed as shown in Fig. 12. The carrier is then 
moved forwardly enough so that the ribs 74 and 73 will 
clear the stops 41 and 42, and then is moved either 
rightwardly or leftwardly out from beneath the masking 
bridge far enough to take the exposed paper off of the 
carrier and insert a fresh sheet of unexposed paper on 
the carrier. The paper is then processed by being de 
veloped, fixed, washed, and dried in the usual manner, 
after which the two prints are cut apart and trimmed. 

If it is desired to make four prints of nominal size 
4 x 5 on the sheet, the L-shaped masking member 93-95 
is placed on the masking bridge in the position shown in 
Fig. 8, with the rear edge of the long leg 93 of this 
masking member tight against the offset flange 82 of the 
masking bridge and with the left edge of the short leg 
95 of the masking member tight against the flange 87 
of the masking bridge, one of the spring clips 99 now 
overlying the auxiliary masking member to hold it fric 
tionally in place. In this position, the short narrow leg 
95 of the auxiliary masking member does not interfere 
with or overlap the exposure opening 91 of the masking 
bridge, but the long broad leg 93 of the masking mem 
ber does extend across and covers the upper portion of 
the aperture 91, reducing the size thereof to nominal 
size 4 x 5 instead of 5 X 7. 
To make the four prints of this size 4 x 5 on the sheet, 

the paper carrier is first moved to the position indicated 
in Fig. 20 (hereafter referred to as carrier position 3), 
in which the carrier is pulled forwardly until the flanges 
or ribs 77 and 78 rest against the front flange 34 of the 
base, and is moved rightwardly until the outer side of 
the rib 77 is against the inner face of the third stop 43. 
Then an exposure is made, producing a print (or rather, 
the latent image of a print) in the upper left quadrant 
of the sheet, in area 1 of Fig. 13. For the second print, 
the carrier is shifted leftwardly until the outer side of the 
rib 78 abuts against the inner face of the fourth stop 44, 
while still keeping the ends of the ribs 77 and 78 tight 
against the flange 34 of the base. This position is shown 
in Fig. 21, and is carrier position 4. An exposure made 
now will produce a print in the upper right quadrant of 
the sheet, in location 2 of Fig. 13. 
Then the carrier is turned in its own plane through 

half a revolution or 180 degrees, which can be done with 
out pulling the carrier out from under the bridge, be 
cause the corners of the carrier, during the turn, can 
extend through the slots 37 and 38 in the flanges 33 and 
34 of the base, as illustrated for example in Fig. 6, 
which shows the carrier at an intermediate point of the 
turning operation. Of course the operator's fingers ex 
tend into the space between the base and the overlying 
masking bridge, and engage the carrier by the corners 
during this turning operation. 
When the half revolution turn is completed, the pre 

viously exposed areas which were at the upper quadrants 
of the sheet have now been moved to the lower quadrants, 
and fresh unexposed portions of the sheet are now at 
the upper quadrants. The carrier is then moved to car 
rier position 3, to make an exposure in area 3 of Fig. 13, 
and then moved to carrier position 4 to make an exposure 
in location 4 of Fig. 13. 
To make prints of nominal size 3% x 5, the knob 97 

of the auxiliary masking member 93-95 is grasped and 
pulled forwardly to slide the auxiliary masking member 
forward from the position shown in Fig. 8 to a position 
in which the free end of the leg 95 is in contact with 
the offset flange 84, while keeping the right edge of this 
leg in contact with the flange 87. The total dimension 
of the auxiliary member, in the direction of the flange 
87, is one half inch less than the clear space between 
the offset flanges 82 and 84 of the masking bridge. 
Therefore, when the auxiliary masking member is in its 
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rear position shown in Fig. 8, there is a half inch gap 
between the leg 95 and the offset flange 84, and when 
the auxiliary masking member is pulled forwardly, this 
gap will close and there will be a half inch gap between 
the rear edge of the auxiliary member and the offset 
flange 82. The forward motion of the auxiliary masking 
member through half an inch will reduce the size of the 
exposure aperture from the nominal size of 4 x 5 to the 
nominal size of 3% x 5. Four prints of this size are 
then made on the paper, placing the carrier successively 
in carrier positions 1, 2, 3, and 4, and making one ex 
posure in each of these carrier positions, which will 
result in prints in the four locations , 2, 3, and 4 of 
Fig. 14 without requiring any turning of the carrier. 
When the auxiliary member 93-95 is moved to the 

position for prints of size 3% x 5, one edge thereof lines 
up with the mark 103, and when moved to position for 
prints 2/2 x 3%, another edge also lines up with the 
mark 101, both marks being conspicuously marked on 
the portion 81 of the masking bridge, as an extra pre 
caution to insure proper placement. 

If it is desired to make prints of nominal size 2% x 3% 
inches, the L-shaped auxiliary masking member 93-95 
is slid forwardly and rightwardly to the position shown 
in Fig. 9, where the end of the leg 93 of the auxiliary 
masking member abuts firmly against the lateral fange 
89 at the right edge of the masking bridge, and the leg 
95 of the auxiliary masking member abuts firmly against 
the offset flange 84 of the masking bridge. In this posi 
tion, enough of the area of the large aperture 91 is cov 
ered (as seen in Fig. 9) to reduce the effective size of 
this aperture to nominal size 2/2 x 3/2 inches. 
When the masking means has been adjusted in this 

manner, the carrier is moved successively to the carrier 
positions 1, 2, 3, and 4, making one exposure in each 
position, and producing prints successively in locations 
1, 2, 3, and 4 of Fig. 15. Then the carrier is turned 
through half a revolution or 180 degrees, and is again 
moved successively to positions , 2, 3, and 4, making 
one exposure at each of these carrier positions, resulting 
in prints in the respective locations 5, 6, 7, and 8 of 
Fig. 15. These last four exposures, of course, will be 
upside down with respect to the exposures in locations 1, 
2, 3, and 4, but this is wholly immaterial since the eight 
individual exposures are later to be cut apart and trimmed 
as individual prints, after the entire sheet has been 
developed, fixed, washed, and dried. 
To make three prints of nominal size 4 x 6 on the 

sheet, the L-shaped auxiliary mask 93-95 is removed 
from the masking bridge, and is replaced by a supple 
mental or auxiliary masking member 505 (Fig. i. 1) 
which fits snugly on the depressed part of the bridge and 
which has a masking opening of nominal size 4 x 6 as 
shown in dotted lines at 1 in Fig. 11, which opening 
has its forward edge aiined with the forward edge of 
the permanent masking opening 91, and its side edges 
symmetrical with respect to the side edges of the mask 
ing opening 91. The mask member 85 may have a 
notch in one of its lateral edges in the position occupied 
by one of the spring clips 99, so that the opposite lateral 
edge may be inserted under the other spring clip and 
then the first mentioned edge may be dropped down fiat 
onto the bridge. 
The carrier is turned 90 degrees from the normal posi 

tion, and is placed in the position indicated in Fig. 22, 
with the ends of the ribs 75 and 76 in contact with 
the vertical flange 34 at the front of the base, and with 
the end of the rib 77 against the fourth stop 44 on the 
base. If an exposure is now made, it will result in a 
print in location 1 of Fig. 16. The carrier is then moved 
rightwardly, while keeping the ribs 75 and 76 in contact 
with the flange 34, until the right end of the rib 74 
comes in contact with the third stop 43, this position 
being shown in Fig. 23. An exposure made now will 
result in a print in location 2 of Fig. 16. The carrier 
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is then swung through a quarter of a turn or 90 degrees 
indicated in Fig. 24, with the ends of the ribs 73 and 74 
in a counterclockwise direction and placed in the position 
engaging the rear flange 33 of the base, and with the 
outer face of the first stop 41 engaged with the inner 
side of the rib 73. This position in Fig. 24 is very close 
to the first carrier position shown in Fig. 18, the differ 
ence being only that the rib 73 is on the outside of the 
stop 41 instead of the inside. An exposure made with 
the carrier in this position illustrated in Fig. 24, will 
result in a print in location 3 of Fig. 16. Thus it has 
been possible to produce three prints of size 4 x 6 on the 
large sheet of size 8 x 10 paper. 

For making prints of nominal size 3 x 4, the L-shaped 
auxiliary masking member 93-95 is removed from the 
masking bridge just as in the case of making prints of 
size 4 X 6. The special 3 X 4 mask is placed on the 
masking bridge, as shown at i05 in Fig. 11, this mask 
having an exposure aperture 107 of nominal size 3 x 4, 
the front edge of which will be alined with the front 
edge of the main aperture 9 and the side edges of which 
will be symmetrical with respect to the center line of the 
masking bridge when the mask member 105 is properly 
placed. This special mask for prints of size 3 x 4 is the 
same as the special mask for prints of size 4 x 6, except 
for the size of the masking aperture. 

First the paper carrier is moved to the position shown 
in Fig. 25, where the ends of the ribs 77 and 78 are 
engaged with the front flange 34 of the base, and where 
the rib 78 lies just outside of the fourth stop 44 of the 
base, the latter contacting the inner side surface of the 
rib 78, as shown. This position is almost the same as 
carrier position 4, shown in Fig. 21, except that here the 
stop 44 lies against the inside face of the rib 78, instead 
of the outside face thereof as in Fig. 21. When the parts 
are positioned in this manner, an exposure will result in 
a print at the upper right corner of the paper sheet, in 
location of Fig. 17. 

Next the carrier is moved rearwardly a slight distance 
in order to free the rib 78 from the stop 44, and then 
is noved rightwardly and forwardly again to bring the 
ribs 77 and 78 into contact with the flange 34 of the 
base, to center the carrier midway of the cross dimen 
Sion or right-to-left dimension of the base. This one 
position is determined by feel, there being no special 
stop or abutment for this position, but the operator's 
fingers may easily engage the two side edges of the 
bridge and feel the ends of the carrier, to center the 
carrier without difficulty. If an exposure is now made, a 
print will be produced in the location 2 of Fig. 17. 
Then the carrier is moved to the right, and rearwardly 
enough to let the leg 77 pass around to the outside of the 
stop 43 and forwardly again outside this stop, to a posi 
tion corresponding to that shown in Fig. 25 except that 
the carrier is now at the forward right corner of the base 
instead of the forward left corner as shown in Fig. 25. 
In this position at the forward right corner of the base, 
an exposure will result in a print in location 3 of Fig. 17. 
The paper carrier is then turned through half a revolu 
tion or 180 degrees, and the same operations are re 
peated, resulting in prints successively in the three loca 
tions indicated at 4, 5, and 6 in Fig. 17. Thus six prints 
of nominal size 3 x 4 have been made on the large sheet. 

It is noted that the print sizes 3 x 4 and 4 x 6 are less 
commonly used than the other sizes previously men 
tioned. It is only these two sizes that require the special 
Supplementary masks 105, which masks can be omitted 
from the equipment if one is content to concentrate on 
the more commonly used sizes 5 x 7, 4 x 5, 3% x 5, and 
2/2 x 3%. For all of these sizes just mentioned, the 
only masking equipment required is the permanent mask 
ing bridge plus the single L-shaped auxiliary masking 
Imember 93-95. - 

Dimensions, of course, can be varied somewhat, de 
35 pending upon the size of border wanted around each 
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nominal size of print. The following dimensions men 
tioned as typical examples will result in borders of not 
less than 346 inch around all sides of each print. 
The base may have a left-to-right dimension of 12% 

inches overall, the four stops being set inwardly a distance 
of 4 inch from each end so that the clear distance be 
tween the stops 41 and 42 is 12% inches, with the same 
clear distance between the stops 43 and 44. From 
front to back, the clear distance between the vertical 
flanges 33 and 34 of the base is 11% inches. The 
rear edges of the rear stops 41 and 42 are 34 inch for 
wardly from the rear flange 33. The front edges of 
the front stops 43 and 44 are 1/2 inches rearward from 
the front flange 34. Each of these stops 41-44 is 7A6 
inch wide. 
The paper receiving surface of the paper carrier may be 

10 inches long by 8As inches wide. The long ribs 65 
and 66 project at each end A6 inch beyond the paper 
surface, and the shorter cross ribs 67 and 68 project at 
each end A2 inch beyond the edges of the paper surface. 
The clear space between the ribs 67 and 68 is 64 inches. 
The outer lateral faces of the portions 73, 74, 77, and 
78 of the ribs 67 and 68 are spaced inwardly 17A6 inches 
from the ends of the paper carrier. The ribs are /8 inch 
thick, except the thickened ends 73,74, 77, and 78, which 
are A6 inch thick. 
The masking bridge has a clear space of 778 inches 

between the offset flanges 82 and 84, and a clear space 
of 97% inches between the two lateral flanges 87 and 89. 
The main masking opening 91 for the nominal print size 
of 5 x 7, is actually 4% x 65% inches and is arranged 
symmetrically from side to side between the lateral 
flanges 87 and 89, and symmetrically from front to rear 
between the offset flanges 82 and 84. 
These dimensions are given merely as typical exam 

ples, not intended in a limiting sense. 
The cutouts or notches 61 in the paper carrier serve 

not only the purpose of enabling easy grasping of the 
paper for removal from the carrier when exposure is 
completed, but also the purpose of enabling the user to 
center the paper accurately in a lengthwise direction on 
the carrier, by the sense of feel, as he can feel the ends 
of the paper carrier and also feel the paper itself where it 
bridges over the notches 61. 

It is seen from the foregoing disclosure that the above 
mentioned objects of the invention are well fulfilled. It 
is to be understood that the foregoing disclosure is given 
by way of illustrative example only, rather than by way 
of limitation, and that without departing from the inven 
tion, the details may be varied within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A photographic easel comprising a flat base section 

of approximately rectangular plan and having two walls 
rising from said base section from two opposite edges, 
two stop members rising from said base section in spaced 
relation to each other near each of the other two oppo 
site edges of said base section, each of said stop mem 
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bers being closer to one of said walls than it is to the 
other stop member at the same edge of said base section 
so that the spacing between any two stop members is 
greater than the spacing between any stop member and 
the closer one of said walls, the central area of said base 
section between said rising walls and between said stop 
members being flat and unobstructed, a masking bridge 
secured to the tops of said rising walls and extending 
horizontally above said base section in spaced relation 
thereto, a rectangular paper carrier removably received 
between said base section and said masking bridge and 
having a length less than that of said base section and 
a width less than the distance between the stop members 
at each of the two opposite edges of said base section, 
said carrier having a plurality of spaced depending ribs 
thereon in sliding contact with said base section and 
being freely slidable in any direction over the unob 
structed central area of said base section to various ex 
posure positions thereon, said carrier being arranged to 
receive a relatively large sheet of photographic print 
paper and to be pulled sidewardly between either two 
stop members to insert and remove the photographic 
paper, said exposure positions being determined by en 
gagement of said carrier with a selected one of said walls 
and simultaneous engagement of a selected one of said 
ribs on said carrier with a selected one of said stop 
members. 

2. A construction as defined in claim 1, in which said 
masking bridge has a maximum size exposure aperture 
therein and a plurality of abutment portions spaced 
around said aperture, and a generally L-shaped auxiliary 
masking member slidably carried by said masking bridge 
in overlying relation to part of said exposure aperture 
to reduce the effective size thereof, the edges of said 
auxiliary masking member engaging selectively with cer 
tain of said abutment portions on said bridge to estab 
lish certain predetermined positions of said auxiliary 
masking member relative to said aperture. 

3. A construction as defined in claim 1, in which said 
carrier has a diagonal dimension greater than the space 
between said walls of said base section, said walls having 
slots to receive corners of said carrier during a turning 
operation so that said carrier may be turned horizontally 
end for end while remaining on said base section. 

4. A construction as defined in claim 1, in which said 
base section and said bridge are of sheet metal, and said 
carrier is mainly of molded material. 
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