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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A device for supporting a pair of bottles for the drain 

age of a thixotropic fluid from one bottle to another, 
including means for interconnecting said bottles at the 
mouths thereof, and supporting said bottles for drainage 
Such that the principal axes of the bottles are aligned at 
an acute angle with respect to the horizontal. 

This invention relates generally to bottle coupling and 
Supporting devices, and more particularly to an apparatus 
for draining catsup and the like. 

In connection with the serving of various liquid condi 
ments and sauces, it is desirable that the bottle at the 
table be substantially full when first served. To this end, 
it is usual and customary for waiters and waitresses to 
take partially empty bottles and to transfer the contents 
to other paritally empty bottles, so that there remain a 
lesser number of substantially full bottles. Because of the 
high viscosity and consequent slow pouring of these sub 
stances, this operation may be slow and time-consuming. 

It is therefore among the principal objects of the present 
invention to provide structure whereby the contents of one 
bottle may be conveniently transferred to another bottle, 
requiring attention only at the time the operation is com 
menced, and when completed. 
Another object of the present invention lies in the 

provision of a device of the class described, which will 
Support the interconnected bottles at an acute angle with 
respect to the horizontal during the period of draining, 
whereby the draining action may be facilitated. 
Yet another object herein lies in the provision of de 

vices of the character described which may be manufac 
tured on a large scale at relatively low cost to permit 
consequent wide distribution and sale. 
A feature of the disclosed embodiment lies in the fact 

that the devices may be readily cleaned and maintained 
in Sanitary condition, so that food products upon which 
the condiments are dispensed are uncontaminated. 
The objects and feature, as well as other incidental ends 

and advantages, will more fully appear in the progress of 
the following disclosure, and be pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. 

In the drawing, to which the reference will be made 
in the specification, similar reference characters have been 
employed to designate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views. 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a first embodiment 
of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a transverse sectional view thereof as seen 
from the plane 2-2 in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary transverse sectional view as 
seen from the plane 3-3 in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view in elevation showing a 
modification of the first embodiment. 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view 

as seen from the plane 5-5 in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 6 is a similar fragmentary sectional view, corre 

sponding to that seen in FIG. 5, but showing an alternate 
form. 

FIG. 7 is a similar sectional view showing a further 
alternate form. 
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FIG. 8 is a side elevational view showing a second 

embodiment of the invention. 
FIG. 9 is a horizontal sectional view as seen from the 

plane 9-9 in FIG. 8. 
In accordance with the invention, the device, generally 

indicated by reference character 10, comprises broadly: 
a bottle-supporting element 11 and a bottle coupling ele 
ment 12, this structure being used in conjunction with 
first and second bottles 13 and 14 of conventional, tapered 
configuration. 
The bottle-supporting element 11 includes a horizontal 

base member 17, the lower surface 18 of which is adapted 
to rest upon a table (not shown) or other horizontally 
disposed supporting surface. The upper surface 19 mounts 
a vertically disposed elongated member 20 having a piv 
otal connection at the upper end thereof with an elongated 
member 22 which it adjustably supports at an acute angle 
with respect to the horizontal. This adjustable connection 
includes a bolt and nut 21. The upper end of the member 
22 mounts a bottle-engaging member 23, and the lower 
end supports a bottle-engaging member 24. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the member 23 may be of planar 
configuration, and is provided with a quasi-circular open 
ing 26, the diameter of which corresponds to a portion 
of the tapered neck 27 of the bottle 13. As best seen in 
FIG. 3, the member 24 is of generally similar configura 
tion, and includes a larger semi-circular opening 29, the 
diameter of which corresponds to that of the lower cylin 
drical portion 30 of the bottle 14. From a consideration 
of FIG. 1, it will be apparent that when the bottles 13 
and 14 are interconnected by the element 12, the engage 
ment of the first bottle 13 within the opening 26 will main 
tain both bottles against movement while supported upon 
the element 1. 

In the alternate form of construction shown in FIG. 4, 
the pivotal portion 21 is substituted by a solid construction 
forming an integral joint 32, where a non-disassembleable 
construction is desired. 
The bottle coupling element 12 may be in the form of 

a resiliently expandable sleeve 35, having a first end 36 
engageable upon the threaded portion 37 of the neck of 
the bottle 13, and a second end 38 similarly engageable 
upon the threaded portion 39 of the neck of the bottle 
14. The sleeve may be formed from any suitable synthetic 
resinous material, such as polyethylene, or any suitable 
elastomer which may be readily placed in a sanitary con 
dition. In the alternate form shown in FIG. 6, the element 
is in the form of a synthetic resinous molding having 
threads 46 on an internal surface 47 thereof, whereby the 
portions 37 and 39 may be placed in rigid interconnec 
tion. A third variation is shown in FIG. 7, in which the 
element 48 is molded of relatively rigid material, while 
yet possessing sufficient expandability to permit a degree 
of engagement with the threads by virtue of a small degree 
of distortion. Optional air vents 49 are provided in this 
construction. 

While the first embodiment is ideally suited for use 
in conjunction with conventional catsup bottles having 
a generally cylindrical lower portion, and a tapered elon 
gated neck portion, other condiments are often packed 
in bottles which are substantially cylindrical or those 
which have a rectangular cross section. In such cases, the 
first embodiment cannot be utilized for supporting the 
bottles in the condition shown in FIG. 1. Referring to 
FIGS. 8 and 9, there is illustrated a second embodiment 
of the invention, generally indicated by reference char 
acter 50, and suitable for use in conjunction with rec 
tangularly configured first and second bottles 51 and 52. 
Owing to the presence of flat side walls 53, and end walls 
54, there is no point on such bottles which can obtain 
a suitable engagement with the opening 26 of the first 
embodiment. 
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The second embodiment 50 accommodates bottles of 
Such configuration, by providing support to the lower bot 
tle, rather than the upper bottle, and maintaining the 
same with aligned principal axes in substantially vertical 
orientation. In the second embodiment, the structures in 
cludes a base wall 56 mounting a plurality of supporting 
posts 57, the upper ends of which support an upper wall 
58 having a rectangular opening 59 therein. By position 
ing the lower bottle 52 within the opening, to rest upon 
the upper surface 60 of the base wall 56, substantially 
an identical process may be carried out. 
I wish it to be understood that I do not consider the 

invention limited to the precise details of structure shown 
and set forth in this specification, for obvious modifications 
will occur to those skilled in the art to which the inven 
tion pertains. 

I claim: 
1. In a bottle coupling device for draining catsup bot 

tles and the like, from one bottle to another, the improve 
ment comprising: a bottle-supporting element including 
a first member having a lower surface adapted to rest 
upon a fixed horizontal surface, a vertical member con 
nected to said first member at a lower end thereof, and 
having an upper end, an elongated member having a 
principal axis disposed at an acute angle with respect to 
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4. 
the plane of said first member, and supported at a point 
medially disposed between first and second ends thereof; 
first bottle-engaging means disposed at said first end there 
of, and having an opening therein corresponding in size 
and configuration to the neck of a first bottle, and second 
bottle-engaging means disposed at said second end, where 
by upon the interconnection of said first and second 
bottles at the mouths of each thereof, and said first bottle 
is engaged upon said first bottle-engaging member, said 
interconnected first and second bottles are maintained in 
fixed position, with their principal axes aligned at said 
acute angle. 

2. Structure in accordance with claim 1, including 
means for interconnecting said first and second bottles. 
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