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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER. M. LOCK 

HART, of Pittsburg, in the county of Alle 
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented a new and valuable Improvement in 
Combined Bill Holder and Separator; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the construc 
tion and operation of the same, reference be 
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a 
part of this specification, and to the letters 
and figures of reference marked thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawing is a representation 
of an isometrical view of the interior of Iny 
device; and Fig. 2 is a similar view of my de 
vice, showing the manner of its operation. 
My invention has relation to that class of 

devices commonly known as bill-holders; and 
consists in certain improvements in the same, 
whereby the bills, invoices, memoranda, or 
other papers may be separated without re 
moving them from the clip, and securely held 
in position, for the purpose of which will be 
hereinafter more fully described. 
In the drawings, A is designed to represent 

the lower side piece, and B the upper side 
piece, the two forming together, in connection 
with the strips C C and DD", the frame-work 
of my device. Pivoted upon the lower side piece 
A, at a, is a main operating-lever, E, Suitably 
notched or cut away, as shown at b, to receive 
the finger of the operator when holding the 
device in his hand. Upon the under side of 
the lever E is a stop or guide-strip, C, mov 
in the opening d, the lever E being kept in 
position when not in use by a suitable stop, e. 
Embracing the upper end of the lever E is a 
strip of metal, the same forming guides fg. 
Through the guide g freely works the spring 
rod F, the lower end of which is embedded in 
the side piece A after being coiled around, as 
shown at h, and securely held in place by 
suitable fastening-screws i. This spring-rod 
F, after passing in an upward direction paral 
lel with the side of the main operating-lever 
E, and extending somewhat above the end of 
the same, is bent at right angles thereto, as 
shown at j, and again as shown at k, after 
which it takes a course parallel with the an 

above the clip or other suitable paper-holder 
G, as represented in Fig. 2 of the drawings. 
That part of the spring-rod F designated by 
the letter j passes through an elongated open 
ing, n, formed in the side strip C, the same 
having a suitable recess, n, which, in connec 
tion with a similarly-formed recess, o, upon 
the lower end of the side strip C, allows the 
respective ends of the main operating-lever E 
to enter, when it is pressed over to its great 
est extent of vibrating motion. 
To adapt my device to a desk or table when 

the same lies flat thereon, I provide in place 
of the lever E a side supplemental operating 
lever, H, which passes through a suitable slot 
or opening, p, in the side piece C, the inner 
end of said lever H being curved around, as 
shown in dotted lines, Fig. 1, and passing 
through an opening in the guidef, a portion 
of the lever E at that point being cut away 
to receive the curved end and give it its re 
quired action; also to render it easily remov. 
able when the device is held in the hand and 
the lever H. not used. 
The upper side piece B, used as the Writ 

ing-board, may be, if desired, hinged to either 
of the side pieces C or C in a manner that it 
may be swung back when it is found neces 
sary to remove the lever H or to repair the 
operating-parts, shown in Fig. 2. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination, with a suitable bill, in 
voice, or memoranda holder, of a separator, 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The combination, with a suitable bill, in 
voice, or memoranda holder, of a separator 
consisting of an operating-lever, E, and spring 
rod F, substantially as described. 

3. The combination with the lever E and 
spring-rod F, of the supplemental side lever 
H, substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

4. The separator herein described, consist 
ing of the spring-rod F, main operating-lever 
E, guide g, the lever E being notched or cut 
away, as shown at b, and provided with a 
guide strip or stop, C, substantially as speci glej, and then extending upward in a vertical fied. 

direction, terminating in a suitable curve, l, 5. The separator, consisting, substantially, 
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of side piece A, having slot or opening d, strips In testimony that I claim the above I have 
C C, the same formed with recesses no and hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
slots imp, main operating-lever E, guides fg, of tWO Witnesses. 
spring-rod F, supplemental lever H, and the ALEXANDER. M. LOCKHART. 
upper side piece B, the whole combined to Op- Witnesses: 
erate in connection with a suitable bill, in- T. D. D. OURAND, 
voice, or memoranda holder, as set forth. WM. H. BARNES. 


