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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A jewelry display tray comprising a central panel and 

side walls extending upwardly and outwardly from the 
front side of the central panel and joined at their inner 
margins to the outer margins of the central panel. The 
side walls are joined together at their ends. The rear side 
of the central panel has support-engaging means attached 
thereto which comprise bands of fabric, or the like, se 
cured at their extremities to the central panel. One of 
the bands is connected to opposite side margins of the cen 
tral panel while another of the bands is connected to ad 
jacent side margins of the central panel. This arrange 
ment enables the tray to provide either a rectangular or 
a diamond shaped frame for jewelry displayed thereon. 
The front side of the central panel has an outwardly ex 
tending, jewelry support member attached to it. The sup 
port member is swivelable or rotatable to enable jewelry 
supported thereon to be properly oriented with respect to 
a viewer when the tray is used as either a rectangular or 
a diamond shaped frame for the jewelry. The support 
member advantageously is made of a flexible material to 
enable it to be bent around a portion of an article of 
jewelry by finger pressure thereby to secure the article 
thereon and to prevent it from being inadvertently dis 
engaged from the support member. 

minum 

Heretofore, it has been the practice of jewelers, par 
ticularly at the retail level, to display a ring, for example, 
in a Small box having a hinged-top and a slotted, ring 
holding container portion. Several of these boxes gen 
erally are arranged in side-by-side relation, with their 
tops open, on a counter or a shelf of a display case. Apart 
from the fact that such boxes have a certain sameness 
about them and, therefore fail to accentuate or enhance 
to any appreciable extent the beauty or distinctive fea 
tures of the jewelry item contained therein, they have 
structural characteristics which place limitations on their 
utility as a jewelry display vehicle. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is pro 
vided a jewelry display tray having unique versatility not 
only from the standpoint of its capabilities for display 
ing jewelry, especially a diamond ring, in its most favor 
able and attention-getting aspects, but also from the stand 
point of its ability to be placed and/or arranged in a posi 
tion by a jeweler where it will display to the best possi 
ble advantage the item of jewelry held by it. The tray of 
the present invention can be supported on a horizontal, 
inclined or vertical surface with equal facility. In addi 
tion, it can be supported on any such surface in either 
one of two positions to provide either a distinctive rectan 
gular frame for the jewelry item or an equally distinctive 
diamond-shaped frame for it. This result can be achieved, 
furthermore, while maintaining the jewelry item in a 
properly oriented position with relation to a viewer. The 
tray is provided with means for securely retaining an item 
of jewelry in position on it irrespective of the manner in 
which the tray is supported. Apart from its functional fea 
tures, the tray has an appearance in keeping with the type 
of jewelry for which it has utility, and yet can be made 
from inexpensive, readily available materials. 

Briefly, the preferred jewelry display tray of the pres 
ent invention comprises a rectangularly shaped central 
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2 
panel and outward extending side walls joined at their 
inner margins to the outer margins of the central panel. 
The side walls are joined together at their ends. A cover 
ing panel advantageously is secured to the back of the 
central panel and carries two strips or bands for engag 
ing Support means for holding the tray in a substantially 
upright position. One of the bands extends across the cov 
ering panel and is secured at its ends along opposite side 
margins thereof. The other band is diagonally disposed 
on the covering panel and is secured at its ends along two 
adjacent side margins thereof. The bands, as indicated, 
enable the display tray to be supported in at least two sub 
stantially upright positions, one of said positions being at 
approximately a forty-five degree angle to the other posi. 
tion. The front of the central panel has an outwardly ex 
tending, flexible, hook-like, article-engaging member 
movably mounted thereon for supporting an article of 
jewelry, such as a ring, to be displayed on the tray. The 
hock-like article-engaging member is swivelable or rotat 
able to enable an article of jewelry supported thereon to 
be maintained in a properly oriented position with re 
spect to a viewer. The tray desirably is constructed with 
a cellular plastic or foam rubber material which is cov 
ered with a suitable fabric to give the tray a full, soft-ap 
pearing effect which is pleasing to the eye and the touch. 
Other features and advantages of the invention will be 

come apparent upon making reference to the specification 
to follow, the claims, and the drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of an embodiment of 
the display tray of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 
along line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a front view in elevation of said embodiment; 
FIG. 4 is a rear view in perspective of said embodi 

ment; 
FIG. 5 is a front view in elevation of said embodiment 

at an angle of forty-five degrees to the view thereof shown 
in FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 
substantially along line 6-6 of FIG. 3. 

Referring, now, more particularly to the drawings, the 
embodiment of the display tray illustrated and designated 
generally by reference numeral 10, has a substantially 
rectangularly shaped central panel 12 and outwardly ex 
tending, trapezoidally shaped side walls 14a, 14b, 4c and 
14d. The side walls are joined at their inner margins to 
the outer margins of the central panel, and are joined to 
gether at their ends. The central panel and the side walls 
can be fabricated of any suitable rigid or semirigid sheet 
material such as paperboard, cardboard, fiberboard, or 
the like. The inner surface of the central panel 12 and the 
inner surface of each of the side walls 14a, 14b, 142 and 
14d desirably have a thin layer 18 of a foamed or cellu 
lar material adhered thereon. The material used for this 
purpose can be a foamed rubber or any of various foamed 
plastics. Exemplary of the last mentioned type of ma 
terials are polyethylene, polypropyylene, styrene resins, 
acrylic resins, vinyl resins, cellulosic resins, nylon resins, 
and the like. The central panel and the side walls, with 
the foamed or cellular material adhered thereon, ad 
vantageously are covered with a fabric 20 such as velvet, 
velour, satin, silk, or other smooth-finished fabric. The 
fabric 20 tends to depress the foamed layer 18 along its 
edges thereby imparting a smooth curvature to the inner 
surfaces of the covered side walls and the central panel 
which adds to the attractive appearance of the tray. The 
appearance of the display tray can be further enhanced 
by applying a contrastingly colored accent strip 22 along 
the junctures of the ends of the side walls ane, the inner 
margins of the side walls with the outer margins of the 
central panel. The strip 22 may take the form of a thick 
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thread, a thin rope, string or cord, or, as shown, a metal 
wound elastic band. 

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated, a rear 
covering panel 26 is secured to the back surface of the 
central panel 2. The panel 26 desirably is covered with 
a fabric which matches the fabric 20 on the central 
panel and side walls of the tray 10. As shown in FIG. 4 
of the drawing, the rear covering panel 26 is provided 
with two support-engaging tapes or bands 28 and 30. 
The band 28 extends across the back of the panel 26 and 
is maintained in position near the top thereof by securing 
its ends between the inner surface of the panel 26 and 
the outer surface of the panel 12. The band 39, on the 
other hand, is diagonally disposed on the panel 25 and 
is maintained in this position by securing one of its ends 
between the inner and outer surfaces, respectively, of 
the panel 26 and the panel 12, along one of the lateral 
margins of the panel 25, and by securing, in the same 
manner, its other end along the botton margin of the 
panel 26. The bands 28 and 30 are adapted to engage 
suitable support means for the tray 18 to enable the tray 
to be supported, when the band 28 is used, in the posi 
tion illustrated in FIG. 3, or, when the band 30 is en 
ployed, in the position shown in FIG. 5. 

Positioned substantially centrally on the panel 2 is an 
outwardly extending, relatively wide, movable hook-like 
article-engaging member 32. The member 32, at its inner 
end, advantageously is swivelably joined to the shank 34 
of a pin or rivet 35 which passes through an opening in 
the panel 26 and the panel i2. The rivet 36 has a head 
38 for engaging the outer surface of the panel 26, and 
is provided with a washer 4, to prevent longitudinal 
movement of the shank 34 relative to the panels 2 and 
26. The member 32 advantageously is formed from a 
thin strip of flexible metal to enable the free or hook-like 
end 42 thereof to be easily inserted into the finger open 
ing of a ring 44, for example, and then bent around the 
band 46 of the ring thereby to hold the ring securely on 
the member 32 in any desired position. The exposed areas 
of the member 32 desirably are covered with fabric to 
match the fabric employed to cover other portions of 
the tray 10. 

In use, the tray may either be supported on a horizontal 
Or inclined surface, or it may be suspended in a sub 
stantially upright position on a suitable support. Thus, 
for example, as shown in FIG. 2, the band 28 may be 
engaged on a nail or tack 50 driven into a wall 52. In 
this position, the tray will form a substantially rectangu 
larly shaped framework for the ring (see FIG. 3). When 
the band 30 is used to support the tray on the tack 50, 
on the other hand, the tray will provide a diamond 
shaped framework for the ring (see FIG. 5). The mem 
ber 32 can be easily rotated to properly orient the ring 
With respect to the line of vision of a viewer in either 
of the aforementioned positions. Irrespective of the man 
ner in which the tray is supported, the ring, or other 
article of jewelry, will be securely maintained on the 
member 32 at all times. 
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4. 
It should be understood that various modifications in 

the specific embodiment of the invention disclosed and 
described will suggest themselves to those skilled in the 
art without departing from the scope of the invention, 
and that it is intended that all matter contained in the 
above description shall be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting Sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A jewelry display tray comprising a central panel 

having a front and rear side and side walls extending up 
wardly and outwardly from the front side of the central 
panel and joined at their inner margins to the outer mar 
gins of the central panel, said side walls being joined to 
gether at their ends, supporting-engaging means attached, 
to the rear side of the central panel, said means compris-- 
ing bands secured at their extremities to the central panel, 
one of said bands being substantially parallelly disposed 
with respect to two opposite side margins of the cen 
tral panel and another of said bands being diagonally 
dispcsed with respect to two adjacent side margins of the 
central panel, said bands enabling the display tray to be 
supported in at least two substantially upright positions, 
one of said positions being at approximately a forty-five 
degree angle to the other of said positions, and an article 
engaging member swivelably mounted at the front side of 
the central panel extending outwardly therefrom for sup 
porting an article of jewelry to be displayed on the tray, 
said member being adapted to be gripped by the fingers 
and rotated over an angle of about forty-five degrees 
about an axis transverse to the plane of the central panel 
to enable an article of jewelry supported thereon to be 
maintained in a properly oriented position with respect 
to a viewer when the tray is supported in one or the other 
of said at least two positions. 

2. A jewelry display tray as claimed in claim 1 where 
in one surface of the central panel and the side walls is 
provided with a layer of a soft, pliable foamed material, 
the exposed surface of said material being covered with 
fabric. 

3. A jewelry display tray as claimed in claim 1 where 
in the article-engaging member is flexible to enable it to . 
be bent in a manner to securely retain an article of 
jewelry thereon irrespective of the position of the tray. 

4. A jewelry display tray as claimed in claim 1 where 
in a covering panel is provided for the rear side of the 
central panel and underlies said bands. 
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