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This invention relates to a collapsible wire dish
drainer of novel construction.

Dish drainers are known which are composed of
wire arranged in the general manner of a basket
or receptacle and sometimes covered with rubber,
blastic or the like. While these are useful, they
have the serious disadvantage of taking up a
good deal of space when not in use, and many
housewives, dish washers, ete., find this objec-
tionable and inconvenient,

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a coliapsible wire dish drainer which has
adequabe capacity when in its expanded form
but which can be fiattened substantially into a
single plane for storage purposes or when not in
use.

Another object of the invention resides in pro-
viding a very simple and inexpensive form of
wire dish drainer which has an associated means
for keeping the drainer in its expanded condition
during use.

Other and further objects and advantages will
be understood and appreciated by those experi-
enced in this art. .

In the accompanying drawing, -

Fig. 1 illustrates my new collapsible wire dish
drainer in side elevation and in its expanded con-
dition;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the drainer in its col-
lapsed condition and

Fig. 4 is an end elevational view looking from
right to left in Fig. 1.

Referring now to the drawing in detail, the new
dish drainer comprises an upper rectangular
frame member I8 composed of copper or other
suitable metal or alloy wire having straight paral-
lelends {1 and {2 and a plurality of loops or eyes
13 along each side {4, Frame 1§ is composed
of a single piece of wire fabricated into the shape
illustrated and the ends thereof, which pref-
erably meet in one of the end members I{ or i2,
are welded, soldered or brazed together (not
shown).

The bottom of the drainer comprises a pair of
parallel supporting wires 15, which are secured
at their ends, as by means of welding, soldering or
brazing, to the parallel end members {8 and (]
of the inner rectangular frame member 8, which
has its side members 19 provided with a
blurality of spaced loops or eyes 208 the same as
the outer upper frame above described. The in-
ner narrower or smaller frame 18 is, therefore,
substantially identical with the outer larger
upper frame (9§ except for the supporting ele-
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ments {5 which also serve to provide the drainer
as a whole with adequate strength against un-
due distortion without rendering the drainer
rigid.

It will be noted that a keeper member 21 is
attached to one of the side members {9 of frame
{8, as by means of a sleeve portion 22 so that it
is capable of angular movement around:. the
iframe member without becoming disassociated
therefrom. The keeper member also has a cen-
tral groove or channel 23 therein and terminates
in a finger portion 24, which is provided with a
transverse groove or recess 25 perpendicular to
groove or channel 23,

Associated with and passing through the loops
20 of the side members {9 of frame 1§ are a
plurality of transverse wires 28, which are of
general W-shape. The central portion of each
of these wires 26 is humped up as shown at 21,
the intermediate straight portions 28 pass
through the loops or eyes 29 and the outwardly
angularly extending portions 29 terminate in
trunnion-like portions 39, which are adapted to
be received in the loops or eyes 13 of the outer
frame 10.

It will, therefore, be noted that the W-shaped
members 26 are pivotally mounted within loops
or eyes 20 with respect to the inner smaller frame
{8 and also with respect to the loops or eyes 13
of the outer larger upper frame 1{§. Thus, it
will be apparent that the entire construction
can be collapsed so that it occupies substantially
a single plane and in such flat condition is suit-
able for storing in a small space or for shipping in
a minimum size container. The yieldability and
flexibility of the W-shaped members make it read-
ily possible to carry out the collapsing action and,
should it be so desired, the frame 10 can be re-
moved by retracting the ends of the members 28 by
moderate inward force. Thus, disassembly can
be carried out, if desired. When the drainer is
in the collapsed condition, one of the suppozrt-
ing wires 15 is received in groove 25 of finger
24 of the keeper 21, which is of generally angu-~
lar brace shape and, when the basket is in its
expanded condition as during use, the keeper 21
is angularly moved to a vertieal position, as
shown in Fig. 1, for example, and is also slid
somewhat along the supporting wire 15, so that

the outwardly and upwardly extending portion .

of the end W-shaped member 26 is received in the
groove or channel 23 and serves to maintain the
expanded condition of the drainer while per-
mitting easy and simple collapsing by swinging
the keeper downwardly and under the inner
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frame uniil it again assumes the position shown
in Fig. 3, where it is in a position which occu-~
pies no space beyond the confines of the device
itself.

Tt will, therefore, be appreciated that I have
drafted a simple and highly novel and useful
dish drainer which is composed of wire and
which is coliapsible and expansible at will. It is
understood, of course, that, if desired, the wires
may be covered with rubber or plastic material
in the usual manner but this is not necessary or
s limitation upon the invention.

I claim:

1. A collapsible wire dish drainer comprising
an inner and an outer rectangular wire frame,
each wire frame being formed of a continuous
length of wire the inner wire frame being shorter
and narrower than the outer wire frame and
each frame being constituted of a pair of sub-
stantially parallel end members and a pair of
substantielly parallel side members, a plurality
of spaced loops formed in and disposed along
each side member of each wire frame to form
transversely aligned sets of four loops when the
drainer is in expanded condition, and a plurality
of spaced, transverse frame-connecting W-
shapad wire members pivotally associated with
and extending through the said frame loops, each
of the W-shaped wire members passing through
a respective one of the said sets of four loops,
and means on the inner frame member for de-
tachably engaging a leg of one of the W-shaped
members to hold the same in expanded condition
relative to the inner frame member to thereby
hold the entire drainer in expanded condition.
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2. A collapsible wire dish drainer in accord-
ance with claim 1 in which said engaging means
comprises a keeper member is pivotally mounted
to rotate about a side member of the inner frame,
said keeper member being provided with means
to engage an adjacent leg of & Ww=-shaped mem-
ber to hold the drainer in expanded position.

3. A collapsible wire dish drainer in accord-
ance with claim 1 in which said engaging means
comprises a keeper member attached to one of
said parallel side frame members to maintain the
drainer in its expanded condition, the said keeper
member including a tubular portion through
which the side frame member passes, an inter-
mediate portion with a channel at right angles
to said tubular portion adapted to grip a leg
of an adjacent W-shaped member when the
drainer is in its expanded condition, and a fer-
minal finger portion provided with a groove dis-
posed ab right angles to the said channel adapt-
ed to engage a portion of the inner irame when
the drainer is in its collapsed condition.
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