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ORNAMENTA?,STRAP TAB 
Harold J. Reiter,Chieago, III.; Gertrude Reiter, 

administratrix of said Haroid J. Reiter,de ceased,assignor to Rau Fastener Company, 
?rovidence,R. I.,a eorporation of Rhode Island 
Application Apri14,1950,Serial No.153,961 

(@I?24?219) 1 Claim? 1 
This invention relates to improvement8 in Or? 

namental strap tabs and is more particularly 
concerned with aninexpensive strap tab embody? 
ing novel features of construction adapting it 
for use in association With a Snap fastener ele 
ment loCated adjaCent the Strap end Carrying SuCh tab. 
Handbags,purses,boots,as Wel as many Other 

articles,have one or more Straps arranged to be 
engaged with fastening meanS. For example,a 
handbag may have one or more ClOSure fiap Se? 
curing straps,each provided With One element 
of a Snap fastener assembly arranged for engage? 
ment with a complemental Snap fastener ele 
ment Secured to the body of the·bag,PreSent 
practice is to mount a conventional Snap faS? 
tener Stud element On the Strap and to COnCeal 
the base-flange of itS mOunting post beheath the 
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ornamental metal tab. It haS been f0und that, 
When a metaltab is mounted the preSSure applied 
thereto for Clinching the tab on the strap end 
causes an imprint of the faStener Stud p0st baSe? 
fiange to appear on the tab b0dy. This is Very 
Objectionable beCause the Ornamental USefulneSS 
of the tab is destroyed and it is an Object 0f 
the invention to provide a Strap tab aSSembly 
wi?h means to overCome this characteristiC. 
When known typeS Ortabs are applied to Strap 

ends haVing Stud elementS thereOh,it iS Substan 
tially impoSSible to USe Open-faCe tabS,that iS, 
tabs provided With ornamental Cut-OutS,Such 
as,for example,a letter of the alphabet,beCause 
all or a part of the baSe-flange of the Stud pOSt 
is visible thrOugh the Cut-Out. 

It is,therefore,another object of the inVention 
to provide novel means,in aSS0ciation With an 
Ornamental Open-faced tab,tO COnee31 the faS? tener element. 
Another object is to provide an Open-faced 

tab With a remOVable liner to aford means for 
eStablishing color Combinations and COntraStS 
between the Said liner and tab and the Strap on 
which the tab is mOunted. 
Another object is to proyide a Strap With an 

end tab emb0dying nOVel means to SeCure a fa8 
tener element to the Strap end. 
Another object iS to proyide a One-piece Strap 

tab and fastener element. 
Other objects of the invention Willappear from 

the follOWing deSCriptiOn and aCCOmpanying 
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draWings and Will be pointed out in the annexed Claim. 
In the accompanying draWingS there haS been 

disclosed a Structure designed to Carry out the 
Various objectS Of the invention,but it is to be 
understood that the invention is not Confined 
to the exact features shown aS Various Changes 
may be made within the Scope of the Claim Which follOWS. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of 

a purse or other article ShoWing one embodi 
ment of the invention inc0rporated in a tab mounted On a Strap. 
Fig.2 is a front elevational view of the strap 

end ShoWn in Fig,1,the tab being partially broken aWay, 
Fig.3 is a back view of the strap and tab as Sembly Shown in Fig.2. 
Fig. 4 is a longitudinal Sectional vieW,taken On line 4?4 of Fig.2. 
Fig,5 is a,tranSverse Sectional VieW,taken on line 5?50f Fig,3, 
Fig.6 isa backview of a Strap and tab aSSembly 

embodying a modified form of tab construction. 
Fig. 7 is a longitudinal Sectional VieW,taken 

Substantially on line ?T of Fig.6. - 
Fig. 8 is a front elevational view of another 

form of tab Showing it mounted on a strap. 
Fig.9 iS a bacK View of the tab Shown in Fig.8. 
Fig. 10 is a longitudinal Sectional view,taken 

Substantially on line 10?10 of Fig,8. - 
Fig. 11 is a Sectional detail VieW,taken on 1ine 11?1 of Fig.9. 
Fig. 12 is a Sectional detail VieW Similar to 

Fig,11,but Showing the tab aSSembly prior to 
its being Secured to the Strap end. 
Fig,13 is a view of the blank used for forming 

the tab illustrated in FigS. 8 through 12. 
Fig. 14 is a perspective view of a strap end 

having anOther form of tab attaChed theret0, 
Fig.15 iS a tranSVerSe Sectional View of a Strap 

end having another form of tab attached theretO. 
Referring to the embodiment of the invention 

diSCloSed in FigS. 1 through 5,the tab f is of a 
Kind adapted to be firmly Secured upon the end 
of a Strap 12,As best illustrated in Fig,1,the 
strap 12 may Constitute a part 0f a purSe 0r other 
artiCle #3 and is adapted to aford means for 
detachably securing a fap 14 or other closure 
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provided on Such article. In the present dis 
closure the Strap 12 is proVided adjaCent itS free 
end with a Snap fastener element 15,which ele 
ment is intended to coact with a Complemental 
snap fastener element 16 carried on the body of 
the article,as shown. The Snap fastener element 15is what istermed 
a "stud" and it consists of a stud part ?? and 
a stud post 18. As Shown,the Stud post 13 is 
extended through an aperture in the Strap and 
has its baSe-flange 19 Seated upon One face 0f 
the strap. The fastener element 16 Consists of 
a Socket-like part to frictionally receive the Stud 
element?15. In Order to Conceal the Snap fastener stud ele 
ment 15,and particularly the Stud post base 
flange 19,the tab 11 is of Such size to overlie and 
COnCeal the end portion of the Strap carrying 
Such Snap fastener element. To this end,the 
tab 11 is fabricated from Sheet stock,preferably 
metal,Shaped to provide a front Wali 24 termi 
nating at one end in a point 22 and having its 
marginal edges folded Over rearWardly and then 
inwardly to define Side flanges 23 and end fianges 
24,The flanges 23 and 24 normally are Spaced 
a Suficient distance in back of the front Wall 2? 
to permit easy inSertion of the Strap end 12 dur 
ing aSSembly,After the tab has been Slipped 
0verthe Strap end,preSSure is applied in any con 
ventional manner So as to preSS the fianges 23 
and 24 into clinching engagement with the back 
Surface of the Strap end 12. This clinching of 
the flanges firmly Secures the tab in place and 
afords means Whereby the 6xternal appearance 
of the tab is unmarred by any visible attaching 
elements. It has been found that when a tab,such as the 
0ne Shown at f1,is mounted upon a strap end 
Carrying a fastener element 15,there is a tend 
enCyfor the Outline of the fastener element base 
fiange 19 to become Visible on the front wall T. 
This arises because of the pressure applied to 
the tab during the attaching operation. As a 
COnSequence,the ornamental value of a highly 
polished tab is spoiled. This tendency may be 
Overcome in the present instance by providing 
a Wafer-like Sheet metal insert 25 which is of 
Such size and Shape as to fit freely within the 
COnfines of the tab 1 betWeen the front face 
0f the Strap 12 and the back face of the tab wall 
17. Such an insert afords means to absorb any 
deformation which might otherwise appear in 
the front wall iT were Such insert not present. 
AS a result,the front Wall fT retains an unmarred 
3ppearanCe, 

It Should be observed also that the front wal1 
!T of the tab 11,illustrated in Figs.1 through 5, 
may be provided with an ornamental cut-out, 
Such aS the letter "A," indicated at 26,When 
Such a Cut-out is provided in the tab wall,the 
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underlying insert 25 is visible therethrough. 
ConSequently,the insert 25 may be provided with 
a Surface finish Contrasting with the Surface 
finish of the tab 1 and/or strap 12,thus per 
mitting a wide Variety of color combinations with 
a minimum Substitution of partS. The provision 
0f SuCh Cut-Outs,as at 26,in tabs has heretofore 
been impractical because without the insert 25 
of the present invention the unsightly base 
flange 19 of the fastener element 15 would be 
Visible in whole or in part through such cut-outs, 
In the embodiment of the invention shown in 

Figs.6 and 7,the tab 11 may be constructed 1ike 
that Shown in Figs,1 through 5 and Like nu 
merals are used to identify corresponding parts 

4 
thereof In this embodiment the Snap fastener 
element,shown as a stud 2T,is formed integral 
with a plate 28 which is of such size and Shape 
as to be insertable within the tab 11. It Should 
be noted that the plate 28 is located between the 
back face of the strap 12 and the tab fiangeS 
23 and 24,thus locating the stud 2T On the back 
face of the strap. This two-piece assembly is 
partiCularly advantageous because it avoids the 
need for initially Securing the stud element in 
the strap end and Subsequently mounting the 
tab,with or without an insert,thereon. 
With further reference to the disciosure in 

Figs.6 and 7,it Should be observed that the tab 
and itsinsert,which in this instance Carries the 
stud 2?,may be 1oosely assembled and the as 
Semblyslipped over the Strap 12. When clinch 
ing preSSure is applied to the fianges 23 and 24, 
Such flanges engage both the plate insert 28 and 
the strap 42,thus fixedly Securing the insert in 
place and afixing the tab on the Strap end. 
The embodiment of the tab shown in Figs. 8 

thrOUgh 13 is Somewhat like that ShOWn in FigS. 
68nd 7 except that in this instance the tab body 
and insert are fabricated from a single piece of 
Sheet material. Upon referring specifically to 
Figs.9 and 13,it will be noted that the tab 31 
incJudes a front Wall portion 32,marginal flange 
portions $3 and 34,and a plate 35 carrying a 
fastener element 36,The fastener element 
Carrying plate35isintegrally attaChed along One 
edge to oneedge of Cne of the Side flanges 33, 
When the tab is formed as in the manner best 

illustrated in Fig,12,the marginal flangeS 33 
and 3? are rolled rearwardly from the front wall 
32 and then inwardly,as shown. The fastener 
element-Carrying plate 35 is thus located Sub 
Stantially parallel to but Spaced rearwardly from 
the front Wall 32. The free edge margin 3T of 
Said piate 35 is located in underlying relation t0 
the free margin of the opposed flange 33. The 
tab is now ready to be mounted upon a strap 
end. When the strap is extended into the tah 
3 preSSure is applied as before on the fanges 
33 and 34 So as to Cause Said flanges to be 
Squeezed or clinched firmly against the back face 
Of the strap. When this is accompished,the 
fastener element-carrying plate 35 is located in 
ClOSe binding relationship to the Strap and itS 
free edge is firmly held bythe overlying clinched 
edge ofthe Complementalfiange 33,aSbest shown 
in Fig.11, 
Figs?14 and 15 illuStrate another type Of One 

pieCe tab and Snap fastener element. AS ShOWn, 
y the tab 38 inCludes a,front Wall 39 and Side and 
end marginal flangeS 41. In the preSent instanCe 
the fianges 4 are unbroken aS distinguished 
from the broKen Or Slit fianges on the tabS de? 
SCribed hereinabove. It Should be underStood, 
hOWever,that the fianges On either type Of tab 
iliustrated may be broken or unbroken aS de 
Sired,A portion of the front Wall 39 is of-Set 
rearwardly,as bestillustrated in Fig,15,to define 
a back Wall ?2 preferably having a fastener Stud 
or Other element ?3 integral therewith. The of 
Setting of the back wall 42 leaves an opening 44 
in the front Wal thrOugh which the strap !2 may 
be viewed or which may be b36ked by an insert 
of the kind shown in the Fig.1 disclosure. 
Although Several embodiments of the inven 

tion have been disClosed in the accompanying 
draWings and h3ve been deSCribed in detail in 
the foregoing Specification,it Should be under 
stood that the invention may embody a variety 
of mCdifiCationS in details of construction with 
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Out departing from the Spirit of the invention 
or the SCOpe of the appended claim. 
I Claim: 
A two piece tab for a strap end Comprising a 

fiat Substantially rectangular front plate trian 
gularly Shaped at one end,inwardly extending 
flanges Substantialy Co-extensive with the Side 
edges and the edges of the triangularly Shaped 
end of Said plate,Said flanges being Spaced from 
the back face of Said plate,a back plate inserted 
into the Space between Said front plate and its 
flanges to define with the front plate a socket 
1ike structure to receive the strap end therein, 
the Said back plate being of 1ess 1ength than the 

6 
side edge fianges and the extending portions of 
said side edge flanges being ofset toward the 
front plate to prevent withdrawal of the back 
plate,and a fastener elementintegral with and 

5 projecting rearwardly from the back plate. 
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