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This invention relates to a lettering guide de 
WCe. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a lettering guide device adapted to receive 
and retain a plurality of different lettering guides 
and wherein these lettering guides can be ro 
tated in a frame to be positioned for use as de 
sired and without having to remove the guide 
from the frame there being a base plate with an 
opening therein over which the guides can be 
positioned, the guides bearing the usual letter 
openings through which the lettering pen can be 
extended for the forming of a letter through the 
opening in the base plate and upon the drawing 
sheet, and wherein the device can be held firmly 
while the guide being used is adjustable later 
ally in the guideway of the device for effecting 
the lettering operations with the lettering pen. 
Other objects of the present invention are to 

provide a lettering guide device which is of sim 
ple construction, inexpensive to manufacture, has 
a minimum number of parts, convenient to use, 
allows for the full adjustment of the one guide 
being used, and efficient in operation. 

For other objects and for a better understand 
ing of the invention, reference may be had to the 
following detailed description taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the device with the 
lettering guides removed therefrom. 

Fig. 2 is an end view of the device, 
Fig. 3 is a side edge view of the device. 
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken on 

line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional view taken on 

line 5-5 of Fig. i. 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary detail sectional view 

taken online 6-6 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the device with 

the lettering guides in place within the device. 
Fig. 8 is a fragmentary sectional view of a 

slightly modified form of the invention wherein 
the edge of the device having the opening through 
which the lettering pen is extended has its bot 
tom face lifted to prevent smudging of the ink 
upon the removal of the device from the draw 
ing sheet. 

Referring now to the figures, ?o represents a 
bottom plate upon which there is secured a frame 

for retaining and guiding a plurality of let 
tering guides f2. The bottom plate has at one 
side an elongated opening 3 over which the 
guides are positioned when they are to be put 
to use. In order that the guide which is being 

4 Claims. (Cl. 33-174) 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

2 
used can be guided within the device, the plate 
is recessed, as indicated at 4 about the opening 
f3 and through the ends of the bottom plate 
So as to permit the guide being used to be slid 
Outwardly from the end of the device, as at 5, 
and under the frame . The particular letter 
ing guide f2 which is being used will accord 
ingly be dropped from the top face of the bot 
tom plate into the guideways 4 about the open 
ing 3. By the guideways f4 extending through 
the ends of the bottom plate, full use of the letter 
ing guide can be had and without the lettering 
device having to be shifted upon the drawing 
sheet to make certain of the letters. 
The frame f f is held in place upon the bottom 

plate 0 by four screws 6 disposed on the sides 
of the frame and entering the relatively thick 
bottom plate (). The frame extends upwardly 
and inwardly to overhang the ends and side edges 
of the lettering guides 2 and to provide guide 
ways 7 therefor. 

Extending inwardly from one side of the frame 
f is a long projection 8 having an elongated 
slot therein, as indicated at 9 in Fig. 5, through 
which are extended guide pieces 2 and 22 of 
angle Section and arranged back to back with 
one another. These guide pieces engage with 
the top face of the bottom plate and keep the 
projection elevated. The pieces 2 and 22 are 
held in place and against vertical displacement 
from the opening 9 by spots of material en 
gaging with the top face of the projection 8, 
as indicated at 23. To adjust one lettering guide 
from One end of the frame to the other, the 
guide is moved toward the side of the frame from 
which the projection 8 extends and is passed 
below the ends of the pieces 2 and 22 by sliding 
the same longitudinally and in the manner illus 
trated by the arrows in Fig. 7. 

Extending inwardly from the other side of 
frame is a lip 24. This lip will prevent the 
outward displacement of the lettering guide being 
used in the guideways 4 of the slot 3. The pro 
jection 8 is of sufficient length to overlie the 
lower edge of the guide. To move the device, the 
thumb and fingers can be placed over the pro 
jection 8 and the pieces 2 and 22. 
In operation, the lettering guides are rotated 

in the direction of the arrows and can be ex 
tended from one end of the device to the other 
below and above the guide pieces 2 and 22. 
When the lettering guide is over the opening 3 
it is dropped in the guideways 4 and is held rigid 
against downward and upward displacement 
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while permitting the same to be slid along the 
opening 3 to locate the individual letters of the 
lettering guide for use with the lettering pen. 
These letters are in the form of openings and the 
pen is projected through these openings to be 
guided by the same. The guide is adjusted back 
and forth, well elevated above the drawing sheet, 
to obtain the desired letter. If necessary, the 
guide 2 can be adjusted through the end Open 
ing 5. 
In Fig. 8, the bottom face of the bottom plate 

is shown relieved as indicated at 25 to make poS 
sible the longitudinal movement of the device 
without smudging the ink upon the drawing sheet. 
The parts of the device can be formed from metal, 
plastic or any other Suitable material. 

It will be apparent that with this device the 
lettering guides are systematically retained in the 
device itself which serves as the guide or retain 
ing member for the individual guides and where 
in the guides are thus neatly stored within the 
device. By simply manipulating the guides 
through the device, the proper lettering guide can 
be located over the opening 3 and quickly made 
ready for use. 
While various changes may be made in the de 

tail construction, it shall be understood that such 
changes shall be within the Spirit and scope of 
the present invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A multiple lettering guide device compris 

ing a bottom plate element having an elongated 
opening therein, a top frame element secured to 
the bottom plate element, one of Said elements 
having guideways about the ends and sides of the 
device, one of the elements having guideways in 
termediate the ends of the device and extending 
respectively parallel thereto, the intermediate 
guideways being spaced at their ends from the 
sides of the device to provide passageways ex 
ending respectively between them and the sides 
of the device, and lettering guides extendable be 
tween intermediate and end guideways and ad 
justable through the guideways from top to bot 
toim and vice versa, and from one end of the de 
vice to the other and through Said passagewayS 
above and below the internediate guideways and 
adapted to be positioned over the elongated open 
ing in the base plate element for use in effecting 
a lettering operation with a lettering pen. 

2. A multiple lettering guide device compris 
ing a bottom plate having an elongated opening 
therein, a top frame Secured to the bottom plate 
and providing guideways about the ends and 
sides of the device, intermediate means project 
ing inwardly from one side of the frame with 
guide formations thereon to provide guideways 
parallel to the guideways at the ends of the frame, 
Said guide formations being Spaced from the 
sides of the frame to provide passageways there 
between and lettering guides extendable between 
intermediate and end guideways and adjustable 
through the guideways from top to bottom and 
vice versa, and from One end of the device to 
the other and through said passageways whereby 
to be positioned over the elongated opening in 
the base plate for use in effecting a lettering op 
eration with a lettering pen, and said bottom 
plate being relieved about the elongated open 
ing and at the ends thereof to provide guide 
Ways for receiving the lettering guides to per 
mit the longitudinal adjustment of the lettering 
guides over the opening and through the ends 
of the bottom plate. 
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3. A multiple lettering guide device compris 

ing a bottom plate having an elongated opening 
therein, a top frame secured to the bottom plate 
and providing guideways about the ends and sides 
of the device, intermediate means projecting in 
wardly from one side of the frame with guide 
formations thereon to provide guideways paral 
lel to the guideways at the ends of the frame, 
Said guide formations being spaced from the sides 
of the frame to provide passageways therebe 
tween and lettering guides extendable between 
intermediate and end guideways and adjustable 
through the guideways from top to bottom and 
vice versa, and from one end of the device to the 
other and through said passageway above and 
below the intermediate guideways whereby to be 
positioned over the elongated opening in the base 
plate for use in effecting a lettering operation 
with a lettering pen, and said bottom plate be 
ing relieved about the elongated opening and at 
the ends thereof to provide guideways for re 
ceiving the lettering guides to permit the longi 
tudinal adjustment of the lettering guides over 
the Opening and through the ends of the bottom 
plate, and Said bottom plate being relieved up 
Wardly from its bottom surface in the area, about 
the elongated opening whereby to prevent 
Smudging of the ink upon the device being ad 
justed on the drawing sheet. 

4. A multiple lettering guide device compris 
ing a bottom plate having an elongated opening 
therein, an open frame secured to the bottom 
plate and providing guideways about the side 
and end portions thereof, said frame having an 
intermediate portion extending inwardly from 
One side thereof with an elongated opening there 
in extending parallel to the ends of the frame, 
guide pieces of angular section extending down 
Wardly through the opening and connected to 
the top of the projection whereby to serve as 
guideways intermediately of the frame, said guide 
pieces arranged in back-to-back relationship and 
having flanges extending over and upon the top 
Surface of the projection to serve as a hand grip 
for moving the device upon the drawing sheet, 
the ends of Said guide pieces being spaced from 
the sides of the device to provide guideways 
Whereby to permit the longitudinal adjustment 
of the lettering guides from one end of the de 
Vice to the other, and lettering guides extendable 
between intermediate and end portions arranged 
in the device and operating in the guideways of 
the frame and under the intermediate portion 
to be adjustable from the top to the bottom of 
the device and vice versa, and longitudinally 
thereof So that any one of the guides can be lo 
cated in an adjustable manner over the elongated 
Opening in the bottom plate. 
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