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3 Claims, (CL 297—378)

The invention comprises a structure to be used by
persons who, having a back ailment, require firm, even
back support when sitting up or lying down.

The object of the invention is to afford a simple, in-
expensive, effective device for the same general purpose
whether utilized as an extensive bed board or a shorter
chair seat and back rest on a bed, sofa, automobile seat
or the like, and preferably is readily foldable and portable
for transporting in an automobile or otherwise for use
wherever desired,

In the accompanying drawings illustrating a selected
embodiment of the invention:

FIG. 1 illustrates the structure as used on a bed or sofa
or the like with the seat and back disposed angularly
and with individual cushions applied to the seat and back.

FIG. 2 is a partial front view of the structure as ar-

ranged in FIG. 1 and is taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 shows the seat and back rest reversed top to
bottom from the position shown in FIG. 1 and in coplanar
relation as when used as a bed board. Cushions are
slhow;:hiﬁed to opposite faces of the sections in FIGS.

and 4.

FIG. 4 is an edge view and vertical section on line
4—4 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 shows the structure completely folded for stor-
age or carrying.

The structure comprises a pair of flat, substantially
rigid sections 1 and 2 each consisting of a plurality of
slats 3, 4 and 5, 6 respectively disposed at right angles
to each other and secured together by glue, nails, rivets
or screws, The sections have adjacent edges intercon-
nected by hinge structure. Preferably individual hinges
are applied to the adjacent ends of slats 4 and 6. Each
hinge includes as L-shaped strap having a long leg 9
attached to the slat and a relatively short leg 10 normal
to the plane of leg 9 and terminating in one or more
knuckles 11. The knuckles of associated straps are
aligned and receive a hinge pin 12.

When the sections are in coplanar relation, legs 10 of
associated straps are back-to-back as best shown in FIG.
4 and prevent further pivotal movement of the sections
in a hinge-opening direction. Legs 10 hold the adjacent
portions of the scctions in spaced relation when they are
pivoted in the opposite direction as shown in FIG. 5.

Accordingly, the structure may readily assume any of
the positions shown in FIGS, 1, 4 or 5. Preferably the
scctions are provided with individval cushions: 15, 16
cach being substantially coextensive with the section to
which it is applied and preferably flat from edge-to-edge.
A flap sheet 17, 18 is coextensive with each cushion and
is secured to the cushion along three edges forming a
pocket having an open end which receives the end of the
section 1, 2 which is spaced from the hinge structure.
The cushions are readily applicable to either side of
sections 1, 2 and hence are reversible for application to
the upper forward face of the seat as shown in FIG. 1
or to the upper face of the bed board as shown in FIG. 4.

It will be apparent that the structure is well adapted
for the objectives stated in the introductory portion of
the specification, and the details of the structure may be
varied without departing from the spirit of the invention
and the exclusive use of those modifications coming with-
in the scope of the claims is contemplated,
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What is claimed is:

1. In a bed board and seat back rest structure, a pair
of flat substantially stiff frame sections arranged edge to
edge with adjacent edges provided with L-shaped hinge
connections accommodating unfolding movement of the
sections to a horizontal coplanar alignment, each of said
hinge connections including a long leg applied to one
face of the section and a short leg with knuckle-forming
clements. projecting normally from the other face of the
coplanar sections and pinned together and engageable
with cach other adjacent the pins to limit unfolding move-
ment of tke sections to the coplanar alignment, the sec-
tions being foldable about the hinge connections and
positionable coextensively one above the other with said
knuckle-forming e¢lements holding the sections spaced
apart at the hinge connections, individual cushions assem-
bled with the sections and lying in a coplanar relation
with each other, when the sections are unfolded, and
lying coextensively one above the other between said sec-
tions, when the sections are folded, each of the cushions
having a flap across one face of' the cushion forming
therewith a pocket corresponding in width to a section
and receiving an entire section and being open at one end
to facilitate ready application and removal of the cushion
to and from a section,

2. A combination bed board and seat-back rest device
comprising a pair of rigid shallow flat sections with two
edges adjacent, hinges connecting said edges to each other
for positioning the sections in extended coplanar relation
or in folded relation one above the other, each of said
hinges consisting of two L-shaped leaves each having one
leg extending along and secured to a face of one of said
sections, and a shorter leg extending normal to the elon-
gated leg and projecting substantially beyond the other
face of said section and terminating at its projecting end
in a knuckle elongated transversely of the leaves, the
knuckles of the two leaves being aligned and there being
a pintle therethrough, the shorter leaves of the hinges

.abutting when the sections are coplanar and limiting the

unfolding of the sections beyond the coplanar relation and
forming spaces holding the sections apart when in folded
relation, individual cushions associated with said sections,
cach cushion corresponding in area to the associated sec-
tion and corresponding in thickness to the length of the
short legs of the hinges, means for readily attaching and
detaching each cushion to a section at either side of the
section comprising a flap of thin fabric secured at opposite
margins to opposite margins of the cushion, and form-
ing therewith a section-receiving pocket, the section be-
ing insertible between the flap and the cushion irrespec-
tive of the side of the section to which the cushion is ap-
plied, the device being foldable double with the cushions
received between the spaced sections when the cushions
are mounted on the inner faces of the sections and the
cushions being firmly supported in coplanar relation when
the cushions are mounted on the outer faces of the sec-
tions,

3.-A combination bed board and seat-back rest device
according to claim 2 in which each section comprises a
thin layer of parallel elongated sheet metal slats spaced
apart edgewise and a second thin layer of parallel elon-
gated metal slats spaced apart and extending transversely
of and overlying those of the first layer and secured there-
to and forming a thin rigid member, the leaves of the
hinges being also of thin sheet metal, the total thickness of
the device when said sections are in folded relation with
the cushions between the sections being approximately
twice the thickness of one of the cushions and the flaps
extending substantially throughout the area of the sec-
tions and forming a fabric cover for substantially the en-
tire exterior of the inserted sections, whereby the folded
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device comprises a wide relatively thin and readily port-
able package with smooth fabric exterior covering.
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