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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, FRANK T. GUIHER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Waynes-
burg, in the county of Greene, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain now and use-
ful Improvements in Overshoe-Retainers, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and

useful improvements in retainers for rubber

overshoes of that class which are designed
for attachment to the shoe in such a manner
as to take a hold on the under shoe and pre-
vent the overshoe from coming off by slip-
ping down at the heel. v

_It has for its objects among others to pro-
vide a simple device of this character which
will better hold the shoe in place and which
is so arranged with relation to the heel of the
overshoe that as the foot is placed therein it

- tends to spread the overshoe at the heel and
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thus aid materially in the putting on of the
shoe and yet holding the same securely
againstslipping down and off at the heel. In
order to afford a better hold on the heel of the
undershoe I form the retainer with a coil or
eye, which will serve further as an aid in
drawing on the overshoe or in taking it off,
also as a means for compensating for the
weakening of the resiliency of the retainer.
The retainer is attached within the overshoe
with its arched portion extending at all times
above and beyond the upper edge of the samie.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined by
the appended claim.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe
with an overshoe provided with my retainer
thereon. Fig.2isaperspective view of a por-
tion of the overshoe with the retainer therein.
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of one form of the
retainer, detached. ' '

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views,

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates an overshoe of
ordinary construction.

My retainer is formed of a single piece of
spring metal, preferably substantially circu-
lar in cross sectton with its ends secured in
any suitable manner within the shoe upon
opposite sides of the heel portion, the ends
being, if necessary, provided with eyes or
loops b as shown to provide for the better at-
tachment of the retainer B. The curved or
arched portion B’ of the retainer is prefer-
ably provided with a loop or eye b’ as shown
to enable the same to obtain a better hold on
the heel of the undershoe. The side portions
of theretainer bear against the inner face of
the overshoe upon opposite sides of the heel
portion as seen in Fig. 2 and the arched or
curved portion extends above and beyond the
upper edge of the heel as seen in Figs.1 and
2. By preference the side portions of the re-
tainer are held to the inner wall of the over-
shoe between the ends of the upper edge of
the shoe as seen at ¢ in Fig. 2 to relieve the
attachment at the ends from the strain in use,
and for this purpose the side portions of the
wire may be formed with the bends d as seen
in Fig. 8.

In operation, the retainer stands at all
times with its curved or arched portion above
and beyond theupper edge of the heel of the
overshoe asshown. Asthe foot with its shoe

is placed within the overshoe it passes be-
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tween the side portions of the retainer and

by pressing upon the said side portions it
serves to spread the heel of the overshoeand
aid materially in the easy insertion of the
foot therein; as the heel of the shoe passes
the arched or ecurved portion of the retainer
the latter springs up into the position shown

{in Fig. 1 and grasps the rear portion of the

shoe and holds the same firmly in position
with relation to the overshoe so that the lat-
ter’is held against slipping down and off of
the foot. The retainer may serve as a means

whereby the shoe may be hung up when not
in use. :

B’ (Fig. 3) is a wire which is secured in
any suitable manner, to the loop or eye b’ of
the arched portion of the retainer and it has
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preferably a right angled extension at itsfree
end adapted to be engaged by the opposite
foot to press or draw down the retainer to
more readily free it from the shoe.

‘What I claim as new is—

In combination with an overshoe, a spring
retainersecured theretohaving an arched por-
tion with an eye or loop atits center of a wire
removably secured in the eye of said arched

portion with its frée end having a right angled 1o

extension, substantially as specified. )
In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

FRANK T. GUIHER.

Witnesses:
TuomAs C. BRADLEY, Jr.,

J. C. GARARD.




