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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
AMBROSE v. RAY, OF SABBATH REST, PENNSYLVANIA, 

PENHOLDER. 

1,020,022. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, AMBROSE W. RAY, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Sabbath Rest, in the county of Blair, 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Penholders, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to that type of pen 

holders which are intended to facilitate the 
release of a worn or used pen, without neces 
sitating the soiling of the fingers or the use 
of an implement. 
The invention comprises certain details 

whereby the pen is more conveniently held 
while in use and whereby it may be released 
more expeditiously than is usual in this class 
of devices, at the same time providing a 
holder which is simple and neat in construc 
tion and not cumbersome to the fingers, all 
of which will be understood from the foll 
lowing description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, in Which 

Figure 1 is a side view; Fig. 2 is a plan 
view; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section; Fig. 
4 is a transverse section on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3, and Fig. 5 is an end view. 
Throughout the following description and 

on the several figures of the drawings simi 
lar parts are referred to by like reference 
characters. 
The device comprises a main portion or 

barrel 10 of tubular formation, into one end 
of which the stem 11 projects in the usual 
manner, these parts being held together 
ordinarily by friction. The barrel is pro 
vided along its upper surface intermediate 
of its ends with a longitudinal slot 12, and 
on opposite sides of the slot and extending 
parallel thereto are guides 13, the outer 
edges of which are spaced slightly from the 
upper surface of the barrel and extend to 
Ward each other. The front ends of said 
guide edges are cut away at 13 for a pur 
pose soon to appear. 
At 14 is shown a keeper slidable along 

the aforesaid guides and having upon its 
surface a lug or projection 15 whereby it 
may be moved along the guides by the finger 
or thumb nail while the pen holder is being 
held in the same hand, and coöperating nor 
mally with the front end of the barrel. 
Within the barrel is a follower 16 having 
a shank 17 extending through the slot 12 
and connected to the keeper, preferably at 
the lug 15, the follower being of substan 
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tially the diameter of the inside of the bar 
rel. Said shank serves to limit the move 
ment of the keeper along the guides 13. If 
desired a spring 18 may be used between 
the follower and the end of the stem 11 to 
automatically extend the keeper to its nor 
mal position after the pen has been released 
and maintain it in such position ready to 
receive another pen. 
By the construction and arrangement of 

the guides 13 the keeper Will admit and hold 
securely practically any size or thickness of 
pen, the main portions of the guides con 
stituting the principal holding means, while 
the forward portions of the guides permit 
the necessary outward radial movement of 
the front end of the keeper to readily admit 
the pen and yet the guides will positively 
prevent any lateral displacement of the 
keeper. It is not necessary to hold the 
keeper in its normal or extended position 
while inserting the pen, whether or not the 
Spring is employed, although without the 
Spring the operator must have the keeper in 
its normal position when beginning to in 
troduce the pen, unless he wishes to slide 
the keeper outwardly after the pen is put 
in place. 
This pen holder may be made of any suit 

able material and is but slightly larger in 
diameter or more bulky than an ordinary 
pen holder, and moreover by its simplicity 
it may be cheaply produced and easily 
manipulated in the manner above set forth. 
Having thus described a preferred em 

bodiment of the invention, what I claim and 
desire to protect by Letters Patent of the 
United States is: 

1. The hereindescribed releasing pen 
holder comprising a tubular barrel having a 
longitudinal slot along its upper surface, a 
pair of guides parallel to said slot and hav 
ing their outer edges extending toward each 
other, a keeper slidable along said guides 
and thereby prevented from lateral displace 
ment, and means connected to the keeper 
and coöperating with said slot to limit the 
longitudinal movement of the keeper, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. The hereindescribed releasing pen 
holder comprising a hollow cylindrical bar 
rel having a slot extending longitudinally 
along its upper surface and a pair of guides 
parallel thereto and having their outer edges 
extending toward each other, a keeper co 
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operating normally with the front end of 
the barrel and slidable rearwardly along said 
guides, said keeper having a lug whereby it 
may be moved, a follower of substantially 
the diameter of the interior of the barrel 
and connected to said keeper for simulta 
neous movement along the barrel, the con 
necting means for the follower coöperating 
with the slot to limit the longitudinal move 

10 ment of the keeper, and a spring coöperat 

ing with the follower in the manner set 
forth. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

affixed my signature in the presence of two 
subscribing witnesses. 

AMBROSE W. RAY. 
Witnesses: 

EMMA. J. DELANEY, 
THOMAS J. DELANEY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


