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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, SAMUEL D. PAXTON, 

DAVID E. PAXTON, and AMOS MAHURIN, all 
residents of Ukiah, in the county of Mendo 
cino and State of California, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Ani 
mal-Shears; and we do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, which will enable oth 
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, which form a 
part of this specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our im 
proved sheep-shears, and Fig 2 is a perspec 
tive view, on an enlarged scale, of the joint be 
tween the handles. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts in all the figures. 
Our invention has relation to sheep-shears, 

and it contemplates certain improvements 
upon the shears for which Letters Patent No. 
302,354 were granted to us on the 22d day of 
July, 1884; and it consists to that end in the 
improved construction and combination of 
parts of the same, as hereinafter more fully 
described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, the letters 

A. A. indicate the blades. B B are the shanks 
or handles, which are connected by the joint 
C, having the spring D, similar to the joint 
already described and shown in the former 
patent. The curved butt-end I of one of the 
shanks has a longitudinal slot, J, through 
which passes a headed rod, K, the inner end, 
L., of which is screw-threaded and secured into 
a threaded perforation, N, in the curved butt 
end M of the other shank, and the outer side 
of the slotted curved butt-end of the shank is 
formed with a stop or shoulder, O, against 
which the head of the spring bears, the said 
stop or shoulder being near the upper end of 
the slot and being formed by sloping or bev 
eling the outer side of the slotted butt-end 
near the upper end of the slot at a greater 
inclination or angle than the lower slotted 
portion, as will be readily understood by ref. 

ence to the drawings. This rod will confine 
the play of the blades and prevent them from 
opening too wide, and by screwing the thread 
ed end of the spring into the perforation in 
the other shank or by screwing it out of the 
same the play of the blades may be adjusted 
and limited as desired. When the blades re 
quire sharpening, the headed free end of the 
rod K is forced over the shoulder O in an up 
ward direction until it clears the said shoul 
der, the rod K being of sufficient flexibility 
to admit of this movement without breaking 
or permanently bending it, and when the 
head of the rod has cleared the said shoulder, 
it will slip up upon the abruptly-curved up 
per portion of the slotted butt-end, thereby 
permitting the blades to be opened wide 
engugh to allow them to be sharpened, and 
this movement of the headed end of the rod 
can be made far more easily and in much less 
time than it would take to unscrew the thread 
ed end of the rod and restore the same to its 
threaded aperture. This rod forms a firmer 
and more reliable stop for the outward play 
of the blades than the spring and stop in the 
shears described in the hereinbefore referred 
to patent, being less flexible and more capa 
ble of withstanding rough treatment. The 
rod will also serve as a guide for the blades, 
preventing them from playing outside of their 
respective planes, the butt-end of one shank 
playing or sliding with its slot upon the end 
of the rod. 
Having thus described our invention, we 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States 

1. The combination, with the shanks or han 
dles of spring-actuated shears, one of which 
is provided with a screw-threaded aperture, 
and the other is slotted, of a rod fitting in said 
aperture and slot, being screw-threaded at one 
end and having a head at the other, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The combination, with the shanks or han 
dles of spring-actuated shears, one of which 
is provided with the screw-threaded aperture, 
and the other is provided with the longitudi 
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nal slot, and has a shoulder on its outer sur- In testimony that we claim the foregoing as Io. 
face near one end of the said slot formed by in- our own we have hereunto affixed our signa 
clining at a greater angle the outer rounded tures in presence of two Witnesses. 
Surface of the said slotted portion near one SAMUEL. D. PAXTON 

5 end thereof, of a metal rod fitting in said ap- DAVID. E. PAXTON. 
erture and slot, being screw-threaded at one AMOS MAHURN. 
end and having a head at the other end, sub- Witnesses: 
stantially as and for the purpose shown and BEN. W. DAY, 
set forth. W. W. CUNNINGHAM. 

  


