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SWITCH PLATE SAFETY COWER. 
William L. Marple, Leadville, Colo. 

Application November 1, 1940, Serial No. 363,933 
(Cl. 70-163) 5 Claims. 

The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in covers for switch plates 
adapted to protect the Switch and prevent use 
thereof while the machinery operated by the cir 
cuit which is controlled by the Switch is under 
going repair and thus prevent possible injury to 
the Workmen. 
The present invention is designed primarily for 

use in factories and other industrial places, where 
push button and other switch plates are provided 
for controlling electrically operated machinery 
and the invention has for an important object 
to provide means to prevent the accidental oper 
ation of the switch so as to maintain the circuit 
closed. While the machinery is undergoing repair. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a safety cover for the Switch plate which is adapt 
ed to be adjustably secured in position over the 
Switch and which further embodies means for 
locking the cover in position. 
An additional object is to provide a device of 

this character of simple and practical construc 
tion, which is efficient and reliable in perform 
ance, relatively inexpensive to manufacture and 
otherwise well adapted for the purposes for which 
the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings forming 
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout, and in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view, 
Figure 2 is a rear elevational view, 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially 

on a line 3-3 of Figure 1, 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the pivoted 

locking plate for the adjusting screw, 
Figure 5 is a front elevational view of the upper 

clamping plate, 
Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view of the as 

sembled cover, 
Figure 7 is a rear elevational view of the lower 

clamping plate with the bottom clamping flange 
shown in Section, and 

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken substantially 
on a line 8-8 of Figure 7. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, where 
in for the purpose of illustration I have disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, the nu 
meral 5 designates an upper clamping plate mem 
ber provided with inturned vertical side edges 6 
and an inturned upper edge 7 terminating at its 
inner edge with a downturned flange 8. Adja 
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cent the lower portion of the plate 5 is an open- 55 

ing 9 adapted to receive a bolt ?o and wing nut 
lf, the bolt being inserted through a vertical slot 
f2 formed in a lower clamping plate 3. The 
lower clamping plate 3 is positioned against the 
inner side of the plate 5 and between the inturned 
Side edges 6, as shown to advantage in Figure 2 
of the drawings, and the lower edge of the plate 
f3 is provided with an inturned edge 4 terminat 
ing in an upwardly extending flange 5. 
AS shown to advantage in Figure 6 of the draw 

ings, the flanges 8 and fS are adapted to engage 
behind or to engage the edges of a switch plate 
6 usually provided with switches of the push 

button type, the bolt and wing nut ?o and f l re 
Spectively Serving to secure the upper and lower 
plates in a position for covering the front of the 
switch plate 6. 
The intermediate portion of the upper plate 

member 5 is provided with a pair of spaced out 
Wardly struck ears 7 and adjacent the bottom 
edge of the plate 5 is a single outwardly struck 
ear 8. A pin 9 is supported on the ears 7 and 
pivoted on the pin is a smaller cover plate 20 of 
U-shape form in cross section as shown in Figure 
4 of the drawings, the cover plate 20 being pivoted 
On the pin at a point adjacent its upper end. 
The flanges 2 on the vertical side edges of the 
plate 20 are adapted to abut the outer surface 
of the plate 5 whereby to space the plate 20 out 
wardly therefrom in a position for covering the 
wing nut f. 
One of the flanges 2 ?, adjacent its lower edge 

is provided with an opening 22 and the ear 8 
is also provided with an opening 23, said open 

5 ings being arranged in alignment when the cover 
plate 20 is in its downwardly closed position and 
through Said openings may be inserted a locking 
device, Such as shown by the padlock indicated 
by the dotted lines at 24 to secure the cover plate 
20 against opening movement and thus prevent 
tampering with the wing nut f. 
When it is desired to release the clamping 

plates 5 and f3, the lock is removed and the 
cover plate 20 SWung upwardly into the dotted 
line position shown in Figure 6 and the wing nut 

may then be loosened to release the clamping 
plates. 
A sign plate 25 may be secured to the plate 5 

adjacent its upper portion and a plurality of 
prongs 26 are struck out from the plate 5 im 
mediately beneath the sign for supporting a 
name plate thereon (not shown) to identify the 
name of the Workman who is repairing the ma 
chinery, or for other purposes, 

It is believed the details of construction, ad 
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vantages and manner of use of the device will 
be readily understood from the foregoing With 
out further detailed explanation. 
What I claim is: 
1. A SWitch plate locking device comprising a 

pair of Switch plate cover members adapted to 
cover the front of the plate and having clamp 
ing jaws for gripping opposite portions of the 
Switch plate, means for securing the members to 
each other in adjustable switch plate clamping 
position and a lockiing cover for said first named 
63S 
2. A switch plate locking device comprising a 
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pair of cooperating switch plate clamping mem. 
bers adapted to cover the front of the plate, 
switch plate gripping means on each clamping 
member, means for securing the clamping mem 
bers to each other in adjustable switch plate 
clamping position, a cover plate for said secur 
ing means and means for locking the cover plate 
in covering position. - . 

3. A switch plate locking device comprising a 
pair of cooperating switch plate clamping mem 
bers adapted to cover the front of the plate, 
SWitch plate gripping means On each clamping 
member, means for securing the clamping mem 
bers to each other in adjustable switch plate 
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clamping position, a hinged cover plate adapted 
to Overlie the Said Securing means and means for 
locking the cover plate in closed position. 

4. A SWitch plate locking device comprising a 
pair of cover plate members one end portion of 
each plate being in Overlapping relation. With re 
Spect to the other plate, gripping means at the 
other ends of the members for engaging a switch 
plate, means adjustably securing the overlapping 
ends of the members against Separating move 
ment and a hinged cover carried by one of said 
members for covering said adjustable securing 
eaS. 
5. A SWitch plate locking device comprising a 

pair of cover plate members one end portion of 
each plate being in Overlapping relation with re 
spect to the other plate, gripping means at the 
other ends of the members for engaging a switch 
plate, means adjustably securing the overlapping 
ends of the members against separating move 
ment, a hinged cover carried by one of said 
members for covering said adjustable securing 
means, Said hinged COVer and said one member 
having allined openings and a locking device in 
sertable in said openings to secure the hinged 
cover in closed position. 

WILLIAM L. MARPLE. 

  


