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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALBERT HEMMER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Lincoln, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of New Jersey, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Combined 
Tail Lights and License-Tag Illuminators, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a combined tail 

light and license tag illuminating device, 
and has as its general object to provide a 
device which may be attached to any stand 
ard license tag and which will constitute 
a tail light as well as an illuminating means 
for the said tag, so that the tag will be vis 
ible at night. w 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of the class mentioned which 
will be simple in construction, inexpensive 
to manufacture, and so constructed that it 
will not be liable to disarrangement of its 
component parts even under rough usage. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide, in a device of the class mentioned, means whereby light ray transmitting panes 
may be illuminated to display the name of 
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the State in which the tag was issued, and 
the year in which it was issued, the inven 
tion contemplating mounting these panes in 
such manner that they may be readily re 
moved and replaced from year to year. 
In the accompanying drawing: - 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 

vice embodying the invention mounted upon 
an ordinary license tag; 

Figure 2 is a vertical front to rear sec 
tional view taken substantially on the line 
2-2 of Figure 1 looking in the direction 
indicated by the arrows; 

Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view 
taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 1 looking 
in the direction indicated by the arrows; 

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken 
substantially on the line 4-4 of Figure 2 
looking in the direction indicated by the 
arrows; - 

Figure 5 is a side elevation of one lower 
corner of the casing of the device. 
The device embodying the invention com 

prises a casing which is indicated in gen 
eral by the numeral 1 and which includes a 
front wall 2, a rear wall 3, and a top wall 
4, the casing being open at its bottom. Pref 
erably the casing is formed substantially in 
its entirety from a single sheet metal blank 

bent along parallel lines to so position por 
tions of the blank as to constitute the walls 
referred to, the blank including other por 
tions indicated by the numeral 5 and consti 
tuting the end walls of the casing. One end 
Wall of the casing is provided with a right 
angularly inwardly turned flange 6, and the 
front Wall 2 of the casing is provided along 
its lower edge with an upwardly and in 
Wardly turned flange 7, the rear wall 3 of 6 
the casing being formed by crimping or 
otherwise, to provide a channel 8. The op 
posite end wall of the casing is devoid of 
the equivalent of the flange 6, and the bot 
tom of the casing is therefore designed for , 
the reception of a pane 9 of glass or other 
transparent material, one edge of which is 
slidably seated in the channel 8, the oppo 
site longitudinal edge being supported upon 
the flange 7, and one end edge being sup 
ported upon the flange 6. Means is provided 
for retaining the pane 9 in place within the 
bottom of the casing, the said means com 
prising a strip of sheet metal indicated by 
the numeral 10 provided at its lower mar 
gin with a right angularly extending flange 
11, the Said strip being formed with open 
ings 12 designed to register with openings 
13 formed in the respective end wall 5 of 
the casing, screws 14 being fitted through 
the openings 13 and threaded into the open 
ings 12 so as to secure the retaining mem 
ber in place, the flange 11 of the said men 
ber Supporting the other end edge of the 
pane 9, as clearly shown in Figure 4 of the 
drawings. The end walls 5 of the casing 
are preferably provided at their rear verti 
cal edges with inturned flanges 15 which 
may be secured in any manner desired, to 
the rear face of the rear wall 3 of the cas 
ing, thus preventing an unfolding or dis 
placement of the portions of the blank com 
prising the walls of the said casing. By 
reference to Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings 
it will be observed that the top wall 4 of 
the casing is inclined upwardly from the 
rear wall 3 to the front wall 2, and that the 
open bottom of the casing is inclined down 
wardly from the said rear wall to the front 
wall 2. 
In order that the device may be attached 

to an ordinary license tag, the channel 8 
which receives and supports the rear longi 
tudinal edge of the pane 9, is located some 
what above the lower edge of the said wall 
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3, so that the lower portion of the wall 
2xtends below the bottom of the casing, this 
portion being preferably folded back upon 
itself as indicated by the numeral 16, to 
provide reinforcements, and this portion be 
ing provided openings through which may 
be secured bolts 17 passing also through the 
upper cornel's of the license tag which is 
indicated by the numeral 18. In this man 
her the device is supported upon the tag in 
position extending longitudinally of the 
upper edge of the tag and with the pane 9 
presented at an angle downwardly toward 
the face of the tag. In order that the li 
cense tag upon which the device is mounted 
may be illuminated, an electric lamp socket 
19 is mounted through the rear Wall 3 of the 
casing at a point substantially midway be 
tween the ends of the casing and is equipped 
with a bulb 20, current being supplied 
through a flexible conductor 21 leading from 
any suitable source of current supply. When 
the light is burning, the rays therefrom will, 
of course, be directed through the pane 9, 
both directly from the lamp bulb and by 
reflection from the under surface of the top 
wall 4 of the casing, and onto the face of 
the said tag, thus fully illuminating the 
same. The numeral 22 indicates an annular 
flange which is stamped out from the front 
wall 2 of the casing and defines an opening 
23 located directly in advance of the bulb 
20, and fitted to this flange is a split collar 
24, the ends of which may be drawn together 
by a bolt 25, the collar being provided cir 
cumferentially with a rim 26 which engages 
the periphery of a lens 27 which is red in 
color, the peripheral portion of the said 
lens being disposed against lugs 27 stamped 
from the said flange 22 as clearly shown in 
Figure 2 of the drawings. At this point it 
will be understood that by removing the 
bolt 25, the collar 24 may be opened suffi 
ciently to permit of removal of the lens 
27 for the purpose of removing and replac 
ing the bulb 20. 
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The front wall 2 of the casing is prefer 
ably formed with two openings, indicated 
One by the numeral 28 and the other by the 
numeral 29, these openings being of the el 
liptical form shown in Figure 1 of the draw 
ings or of any desired form. The material 
of the front Wall of the casing is stamped or 
otherwise formed to provide a seating flange 
30 extending about the respective opening 
28 Ol' 29 as the case may be, and transparent 
panes 31 are arranged within each of the 
openings 28 and 29 and at their marginal 
portions rest against the flanges 30. Dis 
posed within the opening 28, for example, is 
an opaque plate which may be of metal or 
any other material and which is indicated 
by the numeral 32, and this plate has open 
letters 33 stamped out from the same and 
representing the abbreviation of the State 
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in which the license tag was issued. Bolts 
34 are secured through the marginal portions 
of the plate 32 and pane 31 and through the 
respective flange 30 SO as to removably Se 
cure these parts in position within the open 
ing 28. In a like manner, a similar pane 35 
is alranged within the opening 29, and a 
plate 36 corresponding to the plate 32 is also 
arranged within the said opening, bolts 37 
corresponding to the bolts 34 being provided 
for securing these parts in place. The plate 
36 is preferably provided with open nu 
Innerals 3S stamped or otherwise formed 
therein and representing the abbreviation of 
the year in which the tag was issued. The 
Openings 28 and 29 al'e preferably located at 
Opposite sides of the opening 23 in which 
the tail light lens 27 is arranged, and the 
ai'i'angement is therefore a symmetrical one. 
From the foregoing description of the in 

vention it will be understood that the single 
electric lightbulb 20 supplies light rays for 
illuminating both the license tag 18 and the 
tail light lens 27 as well as the State and 
year denoting sign members in the openings 
28 and 29. 
Having thus described the invention, 

what is claimed as new is: 
1. In a device of the character described, 

a casing Open at its bottom and having a 
top, a front wall provided at its lower end 
With an inwardly extending flange, a rear 
wall and end walls, said rear wall being 
shaped to provide a longitudinally extend 
ing internal Seat intermediate its upper and 
lower edges and one of said end walls hav 
ing its lower edge extending from the front 
wall to the rear wall in a plane intersecting 
the rear wall above the seat and the other 
end wall provided at its lower end with an 
inwardly extending flange extending from 
the flange of the front wall to the rear. Wall 
in a plane intersecting the rear wall below 
the seat, a transparent closure plate slid into 
the casing beneath the first-mentioned end 
Wall and resting in Said seat and upon the 
flanges of the front wall and second-men 
tioned end wall, means carried by the first 
mentioned end wall to releasably hold said 
closure in place, said rear wall having its 
portion beneath the seat extending in de 
pending relation to said closure and adapted 
to be connected with the upper portion of 
a sign to support the sign beneath the cas 
ing, and a source of illumination within the 
casing. 

2. A device of the class described com 
prising a casing having front and real walls 
located in vertical parallel planes, a top 
Wall extending between the upper edges of 
the rear and front walls and inclined up 
Wardly from the real' to the front wall, the 
casing being open at its bottom, the rear 
Wall having a channel extending longitudi 
nally thereof above its lower edge, the front 
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wall having an inwardly extending flange 
located in a plane below the plane of the 
channel, a transparent pane supported at 
its rear and front edges respectively in and 
upon the channel and flange in a plane in 
clined downwardly from the rear to the 
front wall of the casing, the portion of the 
rear wall below the channel constituting 
means whereby the casing may be attached 
to a license tag to be illuminated, and a 
source of illumination within the said cas 

O. 
3. A device of the class described com 

prising a casing having front and rear walls 
located in vertical parallel planes, a top 
wall extending between the upper edges of 
the rear and front walls and inclined up 
wardly from the rear to the front wall, the 
casing being open at its bottom, the rear 

wall having a channel extending longitudi 
nally thereof above its lower edge, the front 
wall having an inwardly extending flange 
located in a plane below the plane of the 
channel, a transparent pane supported at 
its rear and front edges respectively in and 
upon the channel and flange in a plane in 
clined downwardly from the rear to the 
front wall of the casing, the portion of the 
rear wall below the channel constituting 
means whereby the casing may be attached 
to a license tag to be illuminated, a source 
of illumination within the said casing, and 
a tail light lens in the front wall of the 
casing in advance of the source of illumi 
nation. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

till re. 
ALBERT HEMMER. L. s. 
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