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‘2 Claims.

The invention relates to-an obstetrlca,l couch,
which is-especially characteristic in that it con-
sists 'of a pad or cushion of rubber or another

- airtight material,: this cushion being inflatable

o

-7 ion; and serve thus as an efficient support for.

and of such dnnensmns that it can form a couch
for the bearing woman, who is laid on the cush-

the pelvis and hack portion of the woman, a re-

~ceptacle or bowl preferably of the same material

i0

" being combined with the said cushion, the front

wall of which forms preferably one bouriding wail
of the bowl, which is, for the ;emammg part

r-bounded by an inflatable wall.
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Bowls of the abovemenmoned kmd aﬁe l{nown

per se, but it is a characteristic feature of the

invention to combine such a bowl with an in-
flatable cushion which yields an efficient stpport

for the pelvis and back portions, viz. due-to the
“cushion heing wide enough to forin a. real couch.
‘The obstetrical couch brings hereby the advan-

tage that it can be positioned; and the bearing
woman be laid thereon, while the cushion is flat

(un-inflated), whereupon the inflation is carried”
‘eutl, 50, that the obstetrical couch gets its final
shape, and the. pelvis portion of the woman is

- 1ifted in a lenient manner by the actual inflation

“'of 'the cushion.
cleaned after its use, and it occupies only & smail
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;‘ ‘preferably provided with suitable internal stiffen-
‘40 1part1t10ns
Jtransversal ones, the said partitions being pro-

_vided. with_holes or apertures for the passage of

45

Besides,  the couch is edsily

space, when out of use as it may be 1olded when

“the air is exhausted.
According to- a further feature of the inven~

tion: the bottom of the bowl is preferably level
with. the bottom of the cushion, and the height

..of ‘the inflatable wall of the bowl is preferably .

essentially less than that of the cushion 41; the
front edge thereof, €. g..Y2—24 thereof.
“To -ensure a uniform:inflation the cushion is

ers or. shoring elements; as e. .g. a number of
preferably . both longitudinal

air hetween the compartments of the. cushion
formed by the partitions.
may- be similarly stiffened by & suitable number

-of transversal partitions.

' As to the shape of the ¢cushion proper,  the
latter may be square and equally high all over;

but it may also profitably be so made that it -

and’

The inflatable wall

(CL 128-292)
~slopes from: its front édge backwards; as this

shape isvery well fit for a good support.

The invention is 111ust1 ated in the drawing,; in
which

Fig. 1 is a plan view of an obstetrlcal couch
according to the invention; :

Fig. 2'is an elevation thereof,

Fig. 3 is'a section on line ITI—IIT in Fig. 1,
" Fig. 4 is a section on line IV—IV in Fig. 2, and

. Fig. 5 is an-elevation of another constructional
form of an obstetrical couch according to the

invention.
In the figures lt is.-supposed that the couch
is'in its inflated situation.

Referring now to Fig. 1, [ is the inflatable

cushion, which is, in the illustrated construc-

tional form, square and equally high all over.
The dimensions may . vary - somewhat, but the
height of the cushion' is: preferably between 4
and 6 inches, while the length and width of the
cushion ‘may for: instance: be about .28 inches.
At one side the cushion is provided with a valve

-or mipple: 2 through which the inflation takes

place.  To ensure a uniform -inflation the in-

“terior of the cushion is provided with a number.

of longitudinal partitions 3 and some transversal
partitions 4, as’'indicated by the broken lines in
Figs. land 2." -+

Fig. 8 shows such'a paltltlon 3 and opemngs
5, through Whlch the ziris allowed to pass during
the . inflation" to- the compartments formed by
the partitions. 'In a’ similar manner the par-
titions 4. may be provided with opénings for the
‘passage of air.

The cushion 1 is combined with:a bowl con-
sisting of a bottom 4-and dan inflatable bounding
wall T extending along three sides of the bowl,
while' the: hounding wall of the fourth 'side is

formed by the front wall I2 of the cushion. |.

The height of the wall T is somewhat less than
that of the-said front wall and may e. . be be-
tween 2 and 4 inches.” 'The bounding wall 1 may
e.-g. have the cross section represented in Fig. 4
transversal partitions being: arranged to ensure
this cross section -as" indicated by the broken
lines 8§ in Figs. 1 and 2.
18, Figs. 1 and
2,'indicates a - valve or nipple for the inflation,
which iay be independent of the inflation of the
cushion f{, the front wall {2 closing the ends of
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: In Fig. 4 apertures 9 -
-are shown in the said partitions.
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the cavity of the wall 1. 'The said cavity may,
however, also communicate with the cavity of the
cushion, so that the inflation takes place sim
taneously, but preferably the two cavities are
separated from each other.

In the modification shown in Fig..5 the top
face of the cushion slopes backwards from the
front wall {%, which shape has proved very ad-
vantageous.

As te the shape of the cushion shown in Fig. 2,

this shape may be modified by bounding its back

portion by an inclined surface as indicated by
the broken line 1?, which makes the cushion fit
for use in a bed, in Whlch a usual bolster is already
present.

The invention is not limited to the illustrated
and described constructional forms, which are
only given by way of examples, but may be varied
in several ways, as to dimensions and shapes,
without. leaving the principle of the invention.
For instance, the bowl may be circular, semi-
circular, semi-oval etc. instead of substantiaily
square, and the bounding wall 7 may, instead
of being provided with stiffeners, be in the shape

2,198,804

only of a hose getting a circular cross section
when inflated, in which case its diameter must,

 however, be large enough to give a suitable height

to the wall 1. The bow! may, if desired, be pro-
vided with an outlet in its bottom communicat-
ing with a hose.

I claim:

1. Obstetrical couch comprising an inflatable

cushion of such dimensions that it can serve as
support for the pelvis and back portions of a

patient lying on the cushion, and a bowl arranged

at one énd of the cushion so as. to form an exten-

sion “of ‘the'latter, said: bowl havmg ‘a.. 'bottom
flush with the underside of the inflatable cushion
and being besides bounded by inflatable walls,
the height of which is essentially lower than the
height - of -the cushion at its wall adjacent the
bowl.

2. Obstetrical couch according to claim 1, in
which the end wall of the cushion adjacent the
bowl is essentially higher than the opposite end
wall of the cushion, the upper side of the cushion
sloping downwardly against the latter end wall.
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