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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FERDINAND SERVUS, a
subject of the King of Prussia, and a resi-
dent of Berlin,in the Kingdom of Prussia and
Empire of Germany, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Locks for
Pictures, Albums, and other Articles, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to locking devices
particularly intended for frames for pictures,
mirrors, or the like, but applicable to other
articles, whereby such structures may be
firmly held together. When applied to
frames for pictures, mirrors, &ec., it serves to
clamp the back and front of the frame to-
gether or the back to the glass cover which
protects the inclosed article.

The invention comprises a casing inclosing
aspring acting on one end of a bar which ex-
tends outside the casing, the free end of such
bar being adapted to clasp or clamp a part of
the object to which the lock is applied, and
thus secure said objectin a locked condition

" by the tendency of the spring within the cas-
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ing to pull the bar toward the bottom of the
casing. '

The mechanism of the lock consists of so
few partsand they may be made of suchsmall
dimensions that the lock may readily be con-
cealed in the back plate of a picture-frame,
in the clasp of an album, or in the flap or la-
pelof a porte-monnaie or portfolio.

To enable the invention to be understood
and made use of by others, I have herein de-
seribed the same in detail in connection with
the accompanying drawings, and in claims at
the end hereof I haveset forth the novel fea-
tures for which protection by United States
Letters Patent is desired.

In the drawings, in which like parts are in-
dicated bylike figures of reference in thesev-
eral views, Figure 1isaface view of apicture-
frame to which myinvention is applied. Fig.
2is a view in perspective showing the back of
the frame of Fig. 1. Tig.3 isa view showing
the manner in which the frame is held when
operating the lock to release the back of the
frame, the lock being concealed in said back.
Fig. 41s a plan view of the inside of the back
of the frame, indicating the manner of con-
necting the lock to the back, the interior

mechanism being indicated by dotted lines.
Fig. 5 is a plan view, on an enlarged scale, of
the lock mechanism and its casing. Fig. 5*is
an edge view of the upper end of the bar of
the lock. Fig. 6 is an edge view of the loek-
bar provided with a stud instead of a hook or
slot, and also a plan view of a plate slotted to
receive the stud on the lock-bar.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates the
front of the frame, in this case a glass plate
protecting the article to be displayed, and B
the back of the frame.

To the back of frame B there is hinged a
brace C,adapted topress against a flat spring
b, let into the back B, whereby said brace C
may be held securely at the desired inclina-
tion to permit the frame to be supported in a
standing position, as shown in Fig. 2, or when
turned up, as in Fig. 1, the brace will serve
as a means for supporting the frame in a sus-
pended position, the hole in the free end of
the brace enabling that to be done.

The lock-casing D is secured on the inside
of the back B of the frame, as seen in Fig. 4,
in which position itis entirely concealed from
view. Thelock mechanism comprisesa spring
¢, of any suitable form, held in casing D, and
a bar d, one end of which enters the casing
D, and is provided with a shoulder e, upon
which the spring cconstantly acts to keep the
bar at or toward the bottom of the casing;
but when said bar is pulled upward thespring
constantly tends to pull it back to its normal
position in the casing. The opposite end of
the bar d is provided with a hook f or with
a stud or slot, serving in some cases as an
equivalent for the hook. The purpose of the
hook is to elamp over the front of the frame
or the glass cover protecting the object in the
frame. The bar d is made to pass through
the upper edge of the back of the frame, and
is thusguided and prevented from being bent
when the lock is operated. The back B of
the frame is provided at that end opposite
the hooked end of the bar with one or more
hooks g, which are adapted to elamp over the
front A of the frame or the glass cover in lock-
ing the back of the frame in place.

It will be understood that a mirror may be
locked to the supporting-back B asreadily as
may a frame-front or glass cover.
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In locking the parts together the back B is
by the hook on the end of the bar clamped
over the edge of the frame-front, glass cover,
or mirror, and the back B by means of the
brace C is drawn backward, thus pulling said
bar out of its casing against the power of the
spring ¢, the back B being drawn far enough
backward to permit the hooks ¢ on thelower
edge of the back B to catch overthe bottom
edge of the front of the frame or thelike, when
the back B is allowed to adjust itself by the
spring ¢ of the lock pulling the bar d by its
hook f.

The operation of clamping or releasing the
back of the picture or the like is indicated
in Fig. 3. :

- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
iers Patent, is—

1. Alocking deviceforapplication toframes
for pictures, mirrors, and the like, consisting
of a casing adapted to be applied to the arti-
cle to be locked, a spring. inclosed by. said
casing, and a bar one end of which co-oper-
ates with the spring in the casing, while its
other end is constructed to engage with some
suitable part of the article to be locked, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. Inalocking device for the purposesherein
described, the combination, with a casing con-
taining a spring and a bar having ashoulder.
at one end, which co-operates with the spring
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within the casing, of a stud orits equivalent
suitably attached to the article to be locked
and co-operating with the protruding end of
said bar, substantially as set forth.

3. A frame for pictures or the like, having
concealed therein a casinginclosing a spring,
in combination with a bar one end of which
is provided with a shoulder co-operating with
the spring within said concealed casing and
its other end provided with a hook or its
equivalent adapted to co-operate with a part
of the picture-frame, substantially as set
forth,

4. The combination, with a back plate pro-
vided with hooks or the like at one end, a cas-
ing fixed to said back plate and containing a
spring, and alock-barone end of which has a
shoulder co-operating with the spring within
said casing, while its opposite or projecting
end is provided with an engaging device,
of ‘a mirror, glass cover, or other article

adapted to be clamped to said back plate by

means of the hooks onsaid plate and the en-
gaging device on the spring-controlled lock-
bar, substantially as set forth.

Signed at Berlin, in the Kingdom of Prus-
sia and Empire of Germany, this 25th day of
February, A. D. 1890. _

FERDINAND SERVUS.
- Witnesses:
‘W. H. EDWARDS,
W. HAUPT.
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