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SPECIFICATION.

To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. POTWIN,
of Chieago, in the county of Cook and State
of Iilinois, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Dredge-Bozxes; of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which my invention appertains, to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing forming a p:ut hereof],
and in which—

Figure 1 represents a top or plan view of a
dredge-box having its perforated portion de-
pressed for the reception of the sealing-disk.
Fig. 2 represents a top or plan view of the
sealing-disk; and Fig. 3, a side elevation of a
dredge-box when sealed, the cap or cover be-
ing broken away so as to exhibit the form of
the latter and the position of the sealing-disk
thereon, as shown by a central vertical sec-
tional view.

My invention relates to that class of cans
which are intended for the reception of spices.
These cans have heretofore been made air-
tight, or as nearly so as possible, so that the
spice shall lose none or little of its virtue af-
ter being sealed in the cans. The covers of
these cans have also been perforated and a
removable auxiliary cover used to seal the per-
forations so as to render the cans air-tight
during transportation and capable_of being
used as a dredge-box for domestic purposes.
My invention consists in constructing the cap
or cover of the box in one and the same piece,
and so that its perforated portion:shall be de-

pressed for the reception of the auxiliary cover.

or sealing-disk, which has an even flat surface
and w‘hreh‘Ifa_rﬁn ge over the perforations and
in the sunken portlon, s0 as to effectually seal
the box, and 5o that it is incapable of being
removed, under ordinary circumstances, ex-
cept by ‘b pressure or blow applied to the un-
der side of the cap or sealing-disk for that
purpose; the object of my invention being to
attain the results above enumerated, and also
to construct a box which shall be neat in ap-
pearance and more cheaply manufactured.

In the drawing, A represents the dredge-
box, made in the usual manner. Bis the cap
" or cover. This cap is stamped outin one piece
and perforated, the perforated portion being

depressed as shown in Figs.1 and 3. Cis
the auxiliary cover or sealing-disk, which is
also stamped out of sheet metal in the form
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and its diameter is
such that it will fit closely into the depressed
portion of the cap B, as shown in Fig. 3. In
order to firmly secure the auxiliary cap over
the perforations in the position shown, the
lower angle of the depression in the cover is

made as nearly rectangular as possible. By
means of a stamping-die or otherwise, the disk
is then applied to the cover and the latter
placed on a die or form, the top of the cover
being upward. A punch or presser of thesame
or nearly the sdme diameter as the disk, is
then forced down upon the disk;and the disk
is thus firmly secured in its position and pro-
tected from accidental removal by the raised
portion of ‘the cap which surrounds it, thus
effectually sealing the box.

If preferred, the cap may be constructed and
sealed in the mzmner described and rigidly at-

tached to the one end of the box by soldering
or otherwise. It is then effectually prevented
from falling off when the can is used as a
dredge-box. An ordinary removable and re-
placeable cap may, in the latter case, be ap-
plied to the other end of the box.

It may be here observed that the blank or
disk C is made of the same diameter as the
sunken portion of the cover, and so as to make
a close fit therein, and is held therein by.its
frietion against the sides of said sunken or de-
pressed portion of the cover.

The seal or disk C is removed, when desired,
by withdrawing the cover and mseltmg any
suitable instrument through the perforations
and thereby forcing the dlsk from its place,
or when the metal is sufficiently flexible, or
when the box is made of tin, a pressare applied
to the under side of the perforated portion of
the cap will remove the disk. The advantage
of making the cap or cover B in one and the
same piece is, thatin “drawing up” the rimin
a die the diameter of the rim will always be
the same, thus securing a close fit upon the
box and preventing. the spice from-losing its
virtue after being packed and.the cover from
falling off when the can -is used as a dredge-
box; besides this, cheapness in manufacture
and neatness in appearance are also secured.

Having thus described my invention, what I
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claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The perfom’red cap or cover B: made in one
- and the same picce, and having its perforated
portion depressed or sunoundcd by a ridge,
in combination with the sealing - disk C ar.
ranged thereon Wlthm said deprebblon orridge

so as to seal the perforations, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.
The foregoing specification signed by me
this 9th (Lw of January, A. D. 1872.
Witnesses: WILLIAM S. POTWIN,.
N. C. GRIDLEY,
. F. WARNER. : .




