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3,400,485 
COMBINATION DOLL, HOUSE AND TOY CHEST 
Charles Callin, 136 N. Walnut, Wood Dale, Eii. 6019, 
and Harold R. Giliespie, 10 Douglas Drive, Hoffman 
Estates, i. 60272 

Filed Mar. 3, 1966, Ser. No. 531,405 
16 Claims. (C. 46-1) 

This invention relates generally to toys, and more par 
ticularly relates to a combination doll house and toy 
storage chest. 
Known toy storage chests have comprised an ordinary 

box having side walls, a bottom wall and a top which in 
some instances is hinged. Such chests have utility for the 
storage of toys and perhaps for use as a seat but in general 
they are not a useful toy. 
The present invention has as its principal object a 

construction to provide storage of toys and as a place 
within which toys may be played with and enjoyed as, for 
example, a doll house. Such is therefore of a benefit and is 
to be useful to both adults and children. The device is use 
ful both in homes where children reside and in homes to 
which children come as visitors. One important feature 
thereof is that the device can be stored easily in an out of 
the way place, such as a closet, with its doll furniture, 
dolls, and other play articles stored therein. 

Basically the present invention provides a combination 
doll house and toy storage chest having one exterior Wall 
or at least a portion thereof removable to provide accessi 
bility and visibility to the storage area therein for play pur 
poses. By reinserting the removable wall portion as a di 
vider or a partition within the storage area, the toy chest 
is adapted to use as a doll house. A feature thereof is that 
it comprises intermediate trays of similar construction 
which have the dual function to provide intermediate 
stories for the doll house and also additional toy storage 
area. A further feature is that the toy chest is transportable 
from one area to another by a handle provided for grasp 
ing and by means joining the various sections or trays into 
an integrated unit. 
Thus a further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a toy combining the features of a doll house and a 
toy storage chest. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a toy storage chest having a removable wall portion adapt 
ed for reinsertion within a toy storage area to convert the 
device from use as a toy chest to use as a doll house hav 
ing at least two rooms. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a toy chest having easy accessibility to a visible storage 
2C 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
a structure which may be easily and quickly reassembled 
as a toy chest and easily and quickly stored or transported 
with toys therein. 
An additional object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a structure which is simple in construction and may 
be readily mass produced at low unit cost. 

Other and further objects, features and advantages will 
be apparent from the following description of a presently 
preferred embodiment of the invention, given for the pur 
pose of disclosure, and taken in conjunction with the ac 
companying drawings in which like character references 
designate like parts throughout the Several views and 
where: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a combination doll house 
and toy storage chest having suitable representations 
thereon to provide a house-like appearance; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view showing an em 
bodiment having a multi-layer construction; 

FIG. 3 is an elevational view showing a removable Sec 
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tion in a wall thereof and in a broken away portion, means 
holding said removable section in an upright position; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 of 
FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a partial sectional view showing means de 
tachably joining adjacent sections; 

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a bottom wall; and 
FIG. 7 is a partial sectional view of another embodi 

ment of my invention. 
Referring now more specifically to the several views 

comprising the drawings and first to FIGURE 1, a toy 
16, comprising the features of a doll house and a toy stor 
age chest, is shown having suitable representations 12, 
Such as doors and windows, thereon to provide a house 
like appearance for the total structure. The toy 10 is con 
structed of plastic or plastic derivatives, however, other 
Suitable materials may be used, and is dimensioned to fit 
easily within the average closet. For example in one form 
it will have the following approximate dimensions: 24' 
long by 18' wide by 16' high. 
The combination doll house and toy storage chest com 

prises at least a bottom section 4 and a removable cover 
section 6. One or more intermediate storage sections 18 
may be positioned between the bottom section 14 and 
the removable cover section 16 to add storage space or an 
additional floor to the doll house, if that is desired. The in 
termediate storage area 8 may also be omitted. 
The bottom section 4 is formed as a rectangularly 

shaped box having three side walls 20, a rear wall 24, a 
bottom wall 22 and an open top. A removable wall portion 
26 is included in the rear wall 24 thereof. 

Each intermediate storage section 18 is formed as 
a rectangularly shaped box having three side walls 28, a 
rear wall 32, a bottom wall 36 and an open top. A re 
movable wall portion 34 is included in the rear wall 32 
of the section 18 and which corresponds to the side of 
the bottom section which contains the removable wall. 
The removable cover Section 6 has a roof 35 having 

a gable-shaped cross section and a bottom wall 36 (FIG. 
4). The bottom wall 36 is adapted for closing the open 
top of a section positioned therebelow in an abutting 
relationship. The cover section 15, bottom section 14 
and each intermediate story section 18 are similarly 
sized with respect to one another and are adapted to 
register with one another. That is, the bottom wall 36 of 
the cover section 6 closes the open top of either an 
intermediate story section 18 or the bottom section 14 
and the bottom wall 3 of an intermediate section 18 
closes the open top of either the bottom section 14 or 
another intermediate story Section 8. 

In the apex of the roof line, a recessed area 38 pro 
vides hand access for grasping handle 48 to carry the 
chest from one area to another. Sliding means are pro 
vided on the under Surface of the bottom section 14 and 
in the illustrated embodiment, integrally formed ball 
shaped feet 42 provide such means. 

in the illustrated embodiment the rear wall 24 con 
taining removable wall 26, includes end sections 23 and 
25 and a lateral web 50 which extends transversely 
across the top edge of the rear wall 24 and with the ad 
jacent edge of bottom wall 22 defines an opening which 
is vacated by removal of the removable wall portion 26, 
and integrally connects the two spaced apart end por 
tions 23 and 25 of the wall 24 to provide a rigid shape 
retaining structure. 
The removable wall portion 26 has a plurality of pins 

44 (FIG. 5) spaced along a bottom edge 46 thereof. 
Pins 44 are adapted to fit into associated recess means, 
such as holes 48 provided in the bottom wall 22 or a 
peripheral upstanding lip portion immediately below the 
portion 26. When the portion 26 is positioned in the 
plane of the wall 24, means in the form of spaced studs 
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52 are also provided along the upper cdge of the remov 
able wall portion which removably seat in recesses 54 
and cooperate with pins 44 and holes 48 for holding said 
removable wall portion 26 upright and in place. The pins 
44 could be relied on alone to hold portion 26 upright 
but the upper studs 52 provide positive closing of the 
opening to prevent the toys from falling out when the 
chest is carried. 

FIG. 7 illustrates an alternate embodiment of a remov 
able wall portion 26' which occupies the area between 
the upper surface 15 of the bottom wall 22 and the 
underside of the tray or cover section thereabove. Thus in 
this modification connecting web 50 has been omitted. 
In this embodiment a plurality of studs 52 formed along 
the upper edge of the removable wall portion 26 are 
adapted to fit into aligned recesses 54 formed in the 
under surface of a bottom wall 30' of a section positioned 
in an abutting relationship thereabove. The aligned recess 
54 may be formed in the under surface of a bottom wall 
of the cover section or in an intermediate story section. 
To facilitate removal or repositioning wall 26, the 

length of the pins 44, 52 and depth of the receiving re 
cesses 48 and 54, and the height of wall 26 is sufficiently 
less than the height of the vacated area so that the wall 
may be raised sufficiently to move pins 44 from their 
associated recess means 48 and the studs 52 to move 
relatively deeper into the aligned recess 54. Thereafter 
the removable wall portion is pivoted radially, inwardly, 
about studs 52 in the recess 54 from the plane of the 
wall to a position where it can be radially lowered with 
out the pins 44 reentering the recess means 48 and so 
as to separate studs 52 from the recesses 54. 
To provide at least two rooms within a section the 

removable wall portion 25 when removed from the plane 
of the wall, is adapted to be reinserted in an upright 
position within the section at right angles to the rear Wall 
24 dividing the interior of the section in half as illus 
trated by phantom lines in FIG. 6. Appropriately spaced 
openings are provided at 56 into which pins 44 snugly 
engage so as to hold the relocated wall portion in an erect 
position. The combined height of the portion 26, studs 52 
and pins 44 is less than the perpendicular distance be 
tween the upper surface of a bottom wall and the lower 
surface of the bottom wall thereabove, and therefore the 
removed section moves easily therewithin. The reloca 
tion of the portion 26 thus creates two separated areas 
within the section. 
The removable wall portions 36 in the intermediate 

story sections 18 are constructed in a similar fashion 
and are removed and reinserted in a similar method. 
Thus the foregoing detailed description pertains to the 
wall portions 36. 
Means are provided for detachably joining the sec 

tions to each other. For this purpose, means are formed 
along the lower peripheral margin of the cover Section 
16 and along the lower peripheral margin of each of the 
intermediate story sections 18 which are in the form of a 
peripherally disposed upturned rigid integral lip 58 of 
semi-circular cross section, said lip 58 are of the same 
uniform cross section and spaced outwardly from the 
adjacent wall by a connecting web 59 (FIG. 5). Means 
60 are also formed along the upper peripheral margin of 
the three sidewalls and at least the two end portions 23, 
25 of the rear wall of both intermediate story sections 
18 and the bottom section 14. Said means 60 in this in 
stance comprises a downwardly turned V-Sectioned lip 
60 of the same cross sectional size and shape and 
similarly spaced from the adjacent wall by a Web 61. 
When the sections are properly stacked as illustrated in 
FIGURE 4, said upturned lip 58 and downturned lip 60 
are in adjacent relation and have surfaces 63 and 64 in 
abutted relation. They are conveniently joined by a con 
tinuous clasp 62 of flexible plastic having a cross-section 
so that it may be threaded thereon as illustrated. It will 
be appreciated that means 58 and 60 are coterminous 
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4. 
with the walls of which they are a part. Most convcniently, 
clasp 62 is threaded onto adjoining means 58 and 60 at 
one corner of the toy, and at the other three corners, the 
clasp curves slightly to accommodate the 90° turn. In 
a modified assembly the clasp is slipped into loose engage 
ment with the lip 60 and then resiliently snapped over lip 
58 for providing a tight assembly. Downwardly turned 
lip 60 is longer than upturned lip 58, as shown in FIG. 
URE 5. The lip 60 cooperates with the clasp 62 to cover 
and hide the unoccupied area between the section 26 and 
the web 50 or bottom wall positioned thereabove. 

In another form of the invention, clasp 62 is of length 
less than the full periphery of the tray section equal to 
the width of removable wall 26, and may be located to 
expose the upper edge of said removable wall for con 
venience in the removal and insertion thereof. 
As described, a combination doll house and toy storage 

chest may comprise only a bottom section and a re 
movable cover section. Optionally, one or more inter 
changeable intermediate story section 18 may be reg 
istered with and positioned between the bottom section 
and the cover section. In all chosen arrangements, abut 
ting means for joining adjacent sections provide similar 
cross-sections and may be joined by interchangeable clasp 
means 62. 
Thus the present invention provides an easily stored and 

moved toy combining the features of a doll house and 
toy storage chest and having a removable wall portion 
adapted for reinsertion within the toy storage area to 
convert the toy chest to a doll house having at least two 
rooms on each floor. When the wall portion is removed 
an easily accessible storage area is also provided in a toy 
chest. 
Although I have described my invention with respect to 

certain specific embodiments thereof, I do not wish to be 
thereby limited, as various modifications of my invention 
are intended to be encompassed within its true spirit and 
Scope as indicated by the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. A combination doll house and storage chest com 

prising a plurality of sections stacked one on the other, 
all but one of said sections comprising a tray having a 
bottom and four sidewalls, at least a portion of one of 
said sidewalls being removable to provide an access open 
ing to the interior thereof, the one excepted section 
comprising a cover, and means detachably connecting 
each of the sections to an adjoining section in the stack. 

2. A combination as defined in claim 1 including means 
along the bottom edge of the removable portion holding 
said portion upright and in place when said portion is 
positioned in the plane of the wall from which it is re 
movable. 

3. A combination as defined in claim 2 including hold 
ing means along the upper edge of the removable portion 
cooperating with the means along the bottom edge for 
holding said removable wall portion upright and in place 
when the portion is positioned in the plane of the wall 
from which it is removable. 

4. A combination doll house and storage chest com 
prising a plurality of sections stacked one on the other, 
all but one of said sections comprising a tray having a 
bottom wall, three sidewalls, and a rear wall, at least a 
portion of the rear wall being removable to provide an 
access opening to the interior thereof, said removable rear 
wall portion being relocatable in said tray to divide the 
interior into two chambers, the one excepted section 
comprising a cover, and means detachably connecting each 
of the sections to an adjoining section in the stack. 

5. A combination as defined in claim 4 including the 
removable rear wall portion having bottom edge portions 
adapted for removable interfitting relation with wall por 
tions therebelow to close said access opening, the bottom 
wall having a portion defined perpendicularly to the ac 
cess opening and with which said removable wall portion 
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also interfits to optionally divide the interior of the tray 
into two chambers. 

6. A combination as defined in claim 4 including the 
removable rear wall portion having edge portions adapted 
for removable interfitting relation with adjacent wall por 
tions to hold said removable wall portion upright and in 
place when the portion is positioned in the plane of the 
rear wall from which it is removable. 

7. A combination as defined in claim 5 including hold 
ing means along the upper edge of the removable rear 
wall portion holding said portion upright in the plane of 
the rear wall. 

8. A combination as defined in claim 4 wherein the 
means detachably connecting each of the sections to an 
adjoining section comprises upturned lip means along the 
lower peripheral margin of the upper one of adjoining 
sections; downturned lip means along the upper periph 
eral margin of the lower one of adjoining sections, and 
clasp means joining adjacent lip means. 

9. A combination as defined in claim 5 wherein the 
bottom edge portions of the removable rear wall portion 
comprise a plurality of pins spaced and the wall portions 
therebelow having associated recess means which receive 
said pins. 

10. A combination as defined in claim 7 wherein the 
holding means along the upper edge of the removable 
rear wall portion comprises a plurality of spaced studs. 

11. In a combination as defined in claim 4 wherein 
the cover has a recessed area formed therein and a han 
dle portion spans the recessed area to provide a grasp 
for carrying the combination. 

12. In a combination as defined in claim 5 wherein 
the portion defined perpendicularly to the access opening 
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comprises spaced openings into which the bottom edge 
portions interfit. 

13. In a combination as defined in claim 7 wherein the 
rear wall comprises an interconnecting web having a por 
tion defined along the bottom thereof adapted for re 
movable interfitting relation with the holding means along 
the upper edge of the removable rear wall portion. 

14. In a combination as defined in claim 7 including 
the holding means along the upper edge of the removable 
rear wall portion having removable interfitting relation 
with bottom wall portions thereabove to close said ac 
cess opening. 

15. In a combination as defined in claim 8 wherein the 
clasp means engages both the adjacent lip means and is 
continuous along at least a portion thereof. 

16. In a combination as defined in claim 10 wherein 
the bottom edge portions of the removable rear wall por 
tion comprise a plurality of spaced pins, the wall portions 
therebelow have associated holes which receive said pins, 
and the rear wall comprises an interconnecting web hav 
ing associated recesses defined along the bottom edge 
thereof receiving the studs in a removable interfitting 
relation. 
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