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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A target adapted to be sailed through the air for
archery practice having substantially identical conical top
and bottom portions enclosing filler material to absorb
the impact of an arrow and a landing guard attached
about the periphery of the body portions by a plurality
of radially extended connecting portions.

This invention relates to flying targets and more par-
ticularly to a re-usable, three-dimensional archery target
which is adapted to be thrown into the air.

It is an object of my invention to provide a three-
dimensional flying archery target which while airborne,
continuously presents a target surface to the archer re-
gardless of the angle at which it is flying. -

It is another object of my invention to provide a re-
usable flying archery target which will not shatter upon
being struck with an arrow nor will it be damaged upon
striking the ground.

Another object of my invention is to provide a flying
archery target which will retain the arrows which pierce
it and which will be quickly brought to the ground
thereby.

Another object of my invention is to provide a re-
usable flying archery target which has a resilient pro-
tective landing guard spaced outwardly about the body
of the target to absorb the impact upon striking the
ground.

Another object of my invention is to provide a flying
archery target having a body portion constructed of
reinforced paperboard.

Still another object of my invention is to provide an
inexpensive flying archery target having an easily re-
placeable body portion.

Further objects, features and advantages of my inven-
tion will be apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings, showing a preferred exemplary embodiment of my
invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my new flying archery
target.

FIG. 2 is a plan view of my new flying archery target.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of my flying archery
target taken along line 3——3 of FIG. 2 and showing an
arrow stuck therein,

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary plan view of reinforced paper-
board which may comprise the outer portion of the body
of my target.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 5—5
of FIG. 4.

Referring now more particularly to the drawings where-
in like numerals designate like parts throughout the
several views, my target is shown at 10 in FIG. 1. As
best seen in FIGS. 1-3, my target generally comprises a
body portion 11 having top and bottom cone-shaped shells
12 and 13, respectively, enclosing relatively light-weight
filler material 14, and a protective landing guard 15
spaced outwardly about the periphery of and attached to
the body portion of the target by a plurality of connect-
ing portions 16 extending from the top and bottom shells
12 and 13.
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In the preferred form of target shown in the draw-
ings, the shells 12 and 13 are made of generally rectangu-
lar paperboard blanks formed into cone-shaped shells.
As best seen in FIG. 2, each shell is adhered together in
a triangular overlapped area shown in phantom at 17
and 18. Preferably the overlapped triangular area 17 of
the top shell 12 is diametrically opposite the overlapped
triangular area 18 of the lower shell 13 to insure proper
weight distribution for flying, The shells 12 and 13 may
be made of reinforced paperboard such as 19 shown in
FIGS. 4 and 5. This form of reinforced paperboard com-
prises two layers of paper 20 and 21 lamented together
with a checkerboard mesh of string 22 therebetween. The
reinforcing mesh prevents the arrows from ripping large
gashes in the paperboard shells. This preferred form of
shell greatly enhances the useful life of the body portion
of the target and allows it to be pierced many times
before replacement is necessary.

While paperboard is the preferred material for the
shells, it is understood that other suitable materials which

-can be ‘easily pierced by arrows such as, plastic or the

like, could be employed.

The filler material 14 comprising the bulk of the body

portion of the target is provided for absorbing the impact
of the arrows and for retaining the arrows in the target
so that the target will be quickly brought to the ground
when hit, The filler material 14 may be excelsior, foam
polystyrene, or any other suitable lightweight material.
- 'The protective landing guard 15 is preferably made of
a length of steel wire which is joined at its ends to form
a resilient wire ring, The guard 15 could also be made
of plastic or the like and have other cross-sectional
shapes than the round wire shown, The guard is spaced
outwardly about one inch from the periphery of the body
portion. The resilient landing guard 15 acts as a bumper
or shock absorber for preventing damage to the body
portion of the target when it strikes the ground.

While various means of attaching the guard 15 may
be employed, that shown in the drawings comprises a
plurality of radially extending connecting portions 16
which are integral with the top and bottom shells. As
best seen in FIG. 3 the bottom shell 13 has a protruding
tab 23 which extends outwardly to the guard 15. The
top shell 12 has a somewhat longer tab 24 which is folded
around the guard 15 and secured to the underside of
tab 23 by adhesive 25,

During the flight of the target, the connecting portions
16 provided by tabs 23 and 24 act as wings, depending
on the size of their surface area, which assist in keep-
ing the target airborne. Connecting portions 16 also
afford convenient means to be grasped between the thumb
and forefinger for throwing the target into the air.

The shells 12 and 13 may be held together by tape
26 or other suitable means between the connecting por-
tions 16. While five connecting portions or wings are
shown in the drawings it is not intended to Iimit my
target to this number of connecting portions.

After the body portion of the target has been pierced
so many times that the holes in the shell portions 12
and 13 begin to hinder the sailing of the target, the
shells may be quickly replaced. To replace the shells,
the guard 15 is removed from between the connecting
tabs 23 and 24 and the filler material 14 may be removed
by separating the shells and the shells may then be dis-
carded. The filler material may then be placed in a new
bottom shell and a new top shell placed over it. The
tabs 24 on the upper shell 12 are then folded around
the landing guard and secured to the bottom surface of
the tabs 23 on the lower shell 13. The tabs are preferably
provided with a pressure sensitive adhesive which may be
protected until use by a removable protective sheet in
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a conventional manner. The edges of the shells between
the connecting portions 16 may then be taped together,
if desired.

1t is apparent that my novel flying target is relatively
inexpensive, yet durable and longlasting. When the shell
portions of the body: of the target become so perforated
as to .interfere with the flight of the target, they may
be .quickly ‘replaced without having to replace ‘the re-
maining portions of the target.

It is understood that my invention is not confined to
the particular. construction, arrangement of parts, or ma-
terials. herein illustrated and described, but embraces all
such modified forms thereof, as may come ‘within the
scope -of the following clajms.

I claim:

1. A flying archery target comprising:

(a) a body portion having substantially identical coni-
cal top and bottom portions enclosing filler material
for absorbing the impact of an arrow, and

(b) ‘a landing guard spaced outwardly about the
periphery of and attached to said body portion by a
plurality of outwardly extending connecting portions.

2. A flying archery target comprising:

(a) a body portion having substantially identical coni-
cal' paperboard top and bottom shell portions en-
closing filler material for absorbing the impact of an
arrow, and

(b) ‘a resilient landing guard spaced outwardly about
the periphery of and attached to said body portion
by a plurality of outwardly extending connecting
portions.

3. The re-usable flying archery target as specified in
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claim 2 wherein said paperboard shell portions are rein-
forced with a string mesh.

4. A flying archery target comprising:

(a) a body portion having substantially identical coni-
cal paperboard top and bottom portions filled . with
bulk material for absorbing the impact of an arrow,
and

(b) a resilient wire landing guard spaced outwardly
about the periphery of said body portion :and de-
tachably attached to said body portion by a plurality
of radially -extending paperboard connecting por-
tions.

5. A flying archery target comprising:

(2) a body portion having substantially identical coni-
cal top and bottom portions, and

(b) a resilient steel wire landing guard spaced out-
wardly about periphery of said body portion and
being detachably attached thereto by a plurality of
radially extending connecting portions.
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