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This invention relates to improvements in re 
frigerating apparatus, and more particularly to 
that type of refrigerating apparatus desirable 
for use in the body of an automotive truck to 
maintain a Sufficiently low temperature within 
the truck body for the proper preservation of the 
productS or commodities being transported, al 
though the invention may have other uses and 
purposes as Will be apparent to one skilled in 
the art. - 
In the transportation or delivery by automo 

tive trucks of food products, such as meats, milk, 
and Similar Commodities which must be kept at 
a relatively low temperature for their preserva 
tion, difficulty has heretofore been experienced 
in maintaining a sufficiently low temperature in 

- the body of a truck. In most cases, milk, for 
example, has been placed in hand carriers for 
delivery and pieces of cracked ice scattered 
through the carriers between the bottles. Such 
a method is clumsy and very laborious. In other 
cases, trucks have been mainly refrigerated 
merely by placing a drum of cracked ice and 
Salt inside the truck body, depending upon the 
heat extraction of the melting ice to maintain 
a Sufficiently low temperature Within the truck. 
Such a device is found very inefficient in that 
the low temperature Will be concentrated in a 
substantially small area immediately around the 
ice drum. Of course, fans have been provided 
in connection with some refrigerating devices for 
Creating a draft of air, but all such devices, in 
Sofar as I am aWare, Were CumberSome affairs 
designed for permanent disposition in a show 
case or in refrigerating cars of the type used on 
railroads. 
In nearly every instance, it is desirable to a de 

quately refrigerate a truck for a day's usage, and 
the refrigerating mechanism or device should be 
simple in construction so that a refrigerant may 
be replaced simply and quickly. There is, ac 
cordingly, a definite need for means which may 
be simply handled and which Will efficiently, eco 
nomically and adequately refrigerate a truck 
body. 

It is, therefore, a primary object of the pres 
ent invention to provide a Simple, economical 
and readily portable refrigerating device capa 
ble of adequately refrigerating the interior of a 
truck body. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a portable refrigerating device which 
may be easily placed in any desirable location 
within the body of a truck or other space to be 

refrigerated, and which may be dumped and re 
filled in a Very Simple and expeditious manner. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide 
a refrigerating device Which is unitary in chair 
acter, portable, and which embodies both a re 
frigerant containing chamber and means for 
Creating a forced draft. Over a chilled surface 
of the container. 

Still another object of this invention is the pro 
Vision of a refrigerating device embodying a re 
frigerant container and having means for creat 
ing a forced draft over a wall of the container, 
there being baffle means aSSOciated with the Wall 
to augment the contact of the air draft with the 
chilled Wall surface. 

it is also an object of this invention to pro 
vide a refrigerating device in the form of a uni 
tary refrigerant containing drum having a wall 
formation arranged to provide an air passage 
through the drum With means associated with 
the drum for creating a forced draft through 
said air passage, and other means associated 
With the Wall of the passage for increasing or 
offsetting the contact of draft air with the chilled 
surface of said Wall, 

Still another object of the invention is the pro 
Vision of a unitary refrigerating device having 
a corrugated or finned Wall defining an air pas 
sage with the refrigerant in contact with the 
opposite side of said Wall, and means for creat 
ing a forced draft Over the Wall through said 
paSSage. 

Still a further object of the invention is the 
provision of a refrigerating device substantially 
in the form of a, double-Walled refrigerant con 
tainer having a central air passage therethrough 
and mounted upon a base which holds the con 
tainer in erect position elevated from the floor, 
the base also having air openings therein so that 
air may circulate through the openings in the 
base and upwardly through the air passage. 
While hereinabove, the invention has been 

mentioned as being highly desirable for use in 
connection with the refrigerating of truck bodies 
and the like, it will be apparent that the inven 
tion might also be placed with equal facility in 
Substantially any confined Space for the adequate 
refrigeration of that space. 
While some of the more salient features, char 

acteristics and advantages of the present inven 
tion have been above pointed out, others will be 
come apparent from the following disclosures. 
The invention includes these and other fea 
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fined by the inner wall of said member, and a base 
flange having air openings therein secured to 
said member to hold the member upright and 
elevated from the floor. 

3. In a refrigerating device, a double-walled 
member bottomed between the walls to provide a 
chamber for a refrigerant, a removable cap clos 
ing the upper part of Said chamber and having 
an aperture to leave free the central passage de 
fined by the inner wall of said member, a base 
flange having air openings therein secured to said 
member to hold the member upright and elevated 
from the floor, and a fan adjacent said base for 
creating a forced draft through said openings and 
upwardly through Said passage. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a metallic re 
frigerant container including a double-walled 
cylinder bottomed between the Walls to provide 
a chamber for refrigerant and With the central 
space defined by the inner wall left opem, a cen 
trally apertured cover for closing the upper end 
of said chamber, and a base flange secured to 
said cylinder to support the same spaced from the 
floor, said flange having air openings therein in 
communication with said central space. 

5. In a refrigerating device, a double-Walled 
annular container for refrigerant with the cen 
tral space defined by the inner Wall left open, 
means having air openings therein holding said 
container from the floor, fan means to create a 
forced draft through Said central space, and 
baffle means in said Space to retard the draft. 

6. In a refrigerating device, a double-walled 
annular container for refrigerant, the inner Wall 

3 
being finned and the Space defined thereby being 
open at the ends, fan means arranged to create a 
forced air draft through said space, and baffle 
means in Said Space to augment the contact of 
the draft air with said finned wall. 

7. In a refrigerating device, a double-walled 
annular container for refrigerant, the inner wall 
being finned and the Space defined thereby being 
open at the ends, fan means arranged to create a 
forced air draft through said Space, baffle means 
in said space to augment the contact of the draft 
air with said finned Wall, and a base for said 
container arranged to hold the container above 
the floor, said base having an air opening there 
in through which intake air is caused to pass by 
said fan means before entering said space. 

8. In a refrigerating device, a double-walled 
member bottomed at one end and capped at the 
other between the Walls to provide a chamber for 
a refrigerant, the inner wall of said member de 
fining a passage through said member, and a 
vertically extending transversely apertured base 
flange secured to said member and arranged to 
seat on a floor and hold the member upright and 
elevated from the floor. 

9. In a refrigerating device, a refrigerant con 
tainer having a Walled paSSage therethrough open 
at each end, a base flange having an air opening 
thereinsecured to said container to hold the same 
upright and elevated from the floor, and fan 
means protected by said base flange arranged to 
create a forced draft through said passage. 

JULIUS J. SPENGER. 
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