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This invention relates 
plate, for automobile trunk locks. When animals. 
or perishable foods are...to be transported in an. 
automobile trunk it is very desirable that the 
trunk.lid be. held immovable. in a slightly. Open. 

4 Claims. (Cl. 292-340) 
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position to provide.necessary ventilation and also 
to prevent the escape of the animals, or the un". 
authorized removal of the perishable foods. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an 
extension keeper plate for automobile trunk locks. () 

that may be quickly. and easily, mounted. Over. 
the conventional keeper, provided in the trunk. 
by the automobile manufacturer to engage the 
bolt. of the lock. On the trunk lid, for retaining. 
the lid in slightly open position. Moreover my 
extension keeper plate is so. Constructed that it 
does not interfere with the use of the conventional 
keeper when the lid is closed. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

such an extension keeper plate having a pivot. 
plate thereon... adapted to be. swung upwardly 
against a stop and into position to be engaged by. 
the bolt of the lock on the trunk lid when the said. 
lid is slightly open... s 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

such an extension keeper plate which, when its 
pivot.. plate is either in. Operative or inoperative 
position, only occupies a very Small amount...of 
space within the trunk., 

Having thus briefly stated some of the objects. 
and advantages of the invention. I will now de 
scribe some preferred embodiments...thereof with 
the aid of the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a section on the line - of Figure. 
2, and , . . . . 

Figure 2 is a view looking toward the rear of 
the trunk. with the trunk floor in section and 
showing my extension keeper plate in operative 
position. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged detail. 
Figure 4 is a section on, the line 4-4 of Fig 

lure 5, and, * x - 
Figure 5 is a view similar, to Figure 2 but show 
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ing a modified form of extension, keeper, plate. . 
mounted upon a slightly different keeper. - 
Figure 6 is a section on the line 6-6-of-Fig. 

lure 7, and 
Figure 7 is another view. Similar to Figure 2. 

but showing another modified form of my exten 
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Figure 10, is a section on the line O-O of Fig-- 
lure 11... . 

Figure-li is a side view of the extension keeper. 
plate shown in Figure- 9 with the rear portion of 
the trunk floor in section, and 

Figure. 12 is a view on the line 2-2 of Fig 
ures 1. . . . ." . 

Referring first to Figures 1 to 8, inclusive, of 
the drawings, ... designates a portion of the floor 

: of an automobile trunk, and 2 denotes a conven 
tional rear wall thereof which projects upwardly. 
from the rear extremity of the floor across the 
entire width of the latter. The rear wall is hori 
Zontally and forwardly stepped at 3 toward the 
top, and extending upwardly from the front of 
this step is a vertical extension 4 rearwardly from 
the upper margin of which a horizontal flange 5 
projects. Extending upwardly from the floor if 
and forwardly spaced from the rear Wall 2 is an . 
angle plate 7 the foot of which rests upon and 
is welded or otherwise. suitably secured to... the 
Said-floor. . The. upper extremity of the angle 
plate 7 is welded...or otherwise, suitably secured to . 
the inner face...of the vertical extension. 4- and , 
terminates substantially flush with the top of the... 
latter. Secured to, the inner face of the angle." 
plate: by screws 8 in threaded engagement withs 
nutsi-welded to the “outer-face of the said angle. 
plate is a conventional keeper 10 provided with 
Suitable: means, such as a forward projection 
shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3, a lateral notch f far 
as shown in Figures"4 and 5, or a central slot b 
as shown in Figures 6; and 7, to receive a latch 
bolt 2 which forms part of a conventional lock 
(not shown) mounted on the trunklid 3. When 
the said lid is shut the latch 2 is in locking en 
gagement with the conventional keeper i0, and 
at that time the lower margin of the lid 3 rests 
beneath. and contiguous to the fiange 5 of the 
rear Wall 2. - 
The extension keeper plate consists essentially 

of a mounting plate. 6. terminating at one ex 
tremity in a hirage portion, and a pivot plate 
f8 having, at one extremity a corresponding hinge 
portion. 9 which is pivotally connected to the 
portion it by a pin. 20. Means are provided for 

50 sion keeper plate mounted upon another form of , 
keeper. . . . . 

Figure 8 is an enlarged section on the line 8-8, 
of Figure 7. . . 
Figure 9 is a plan view of another modification. 

of my extension keeperplate mounted on a striker. 
secured to a trunk floor. 
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attachment of the mounting plate, upon the 
keeper: 0, and the pivot plate 8 is provided with 
means for engaging the latch 2. m 
Referring to Figures. 1, 2 and 3, the screw. 8 

by which the keeper. O. is held in position. also 
passes through elongated ... holes 2 formed 
through the mounting plate 6 to secure the lat 
ter upon the keeper. The upper extremity of 



3 
the mounting plate 6 and its hinge portion 7 
are located beneath the projection on the 
keeper 0, and when the said projection is in en 
gagement with the latch 2 and the trunk lid 
shut, the pivot plate f8 is downturned to its in 
Operative position indicated at 8a. However 
when the trunk lid is to be held partially open 
the pivot plate 8, which is offset intermediately 
of its length as shown at 22, is swung upwardly 
and rearwardly until its movement is checked by 
the keeper 9 and the offset portion rests adja 
cent the top of the angle plate 7. Thus the pivot 
plate is firmly supported to bear the weight of 
the lid 3. The plate 8 is also apertured at 24 
between the hinge portion 9 and the offset 22 
to provide clearance for the projection when 
the pivot plate is in its operative position; and 
formed across the pivot plate 8 toward its outer 
extremity is a transverse hook-shaped portion 
23 the open side of which is rearwardly disposed 
When the Said pivot plate is in its raised position 
so that a shoulder formed across the junction of 
the said portion 23 with the said pivot plate is 
adapted to be engaged by the latch 2 as shown 
in Figure 1. 

In the modification shown in Figures 4 and 5, 
the arrangement, is very largely the same as that 
above described except that the keeper O is pro 
vided with a lateral notch a to be engaged by 
the latch 2, and consequently no aperture cor 
responding to that shown at 24 in Figures 2, 3 
and 4 is reduired in the pivot plate 8. In this 
case, however, the pivot plate is notched from 
One side as shown at 25 to correspond with the 
notch a. This notch 26 is engaged by the latch 
2 when it is desired to hold the lid in partially 
open position, and when the pivot plate is in 
Operative position it rests upon the keeper f). 
The difference in the modification shown in 

Figures 6, 7 and 8 lies in the fact that both the 
keeper 0 and the mounting plate f6 are sub 
stantially channel-shaned in cross section and 
have outwardlv projecting ears through which 
the screws 8 extend. In this case the pivot nate 
8 toward its Outer extremity is slotted at 2 in 

termediatelv of its Width to receive the latch 2 
when the lid is held in partially open position. 

It Wii also he noted that in all the embodi 
ments above described that a forwardly orniect 
ing fange an is former interra with the nwer 
extremitv of the monting plate 6 for attach 
ment, preferahlvi hv welring. either 11 non the foot 
of the angle plate T. or upon the floor f. 

In the modification shown in Figures 9 to 12, 
inclusive, the trunk has no vertical Wall extend 
ing upwardly across the rear of the floor d, but 
when the Eid 3d is consed lateralv nowahle 
members 2d which constitute the atch swing 
outwarf toward opposite sides of the trunk about 
pins 2e and pass beneath raised ears f d 
formed on opposite sires of the keener foil. 
Mounted on flanges toe which form part of 

the keeper fed outwardly hevond the ears td 
are spaced arms 3 integral with and extending 
forward v from a mounting plate 6d, and formed 
across the front, extremities of the arms 30 and 
integral with the latter are aligned hinge por 
tions d. A coacting hinge portion 9d extend 
ing between the hinge portions fla is formed 
integral with the pivot plate 8d, and a hinge 
pin 20d extends through the hinge portions 7d. 
and 9d. The pivot plate 8d. is offset at 33 ad 
jacent its hinge portion 9d to seat across the 
front extremities of the raised ears lid when 
the said plate is in its lid engaging position. 
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4. 
At its outer extremity the pivot plate 8d. is 
folded to form an extension 3 Which projects 
Substantially horizontally in a forward direction . 
When the pivot plate is in its operative position. 
The extension 3 is slotted intermediately of its 
Width from its Outer margin to form opposed 
ears 32 Spaced the same distance apart as the 
ears d. Thus the ears 32 form engaging means 
beneath. Which the pivot latch members. 2d. are 
adapted to Swing to hold the lid 3 relative to 
the pivot plate in its partially open position. The 
ScreWS 8d. in engagement with the nuts 9d, by 
which the keeper d is secured to the floor d, 
also extend through the arms 30 to hold the 
mounting plate 6d in place; and the nuts 9d. 
are usually welded to the underside of the 
floor fol. 
In the drawings, the trunk lid 3, or 3d, is 

shown locked in partially open position, and the 
location of the lid in shut position is also indi 
cated at 3 and 3d. 
While in the foregoing some of the preferred 

embodiments of the invention have been de 
scribed and shown, it is understood that further 
modifications may be made thereto provided they 
fall within the scope of the appended cairns. 
What I claim is: 
1. An extension keeper arrangement for auto 

mobile trunk locks, including a mounting plate 
adapted to be secured in a trunk and having a 
hinge portion thereon, a pivot plate having a 
corresponding hinge portion thereon, means 
pivotally connecting the two hinge portions, said 
pivot plate being offset intermediately of its 
length and adapted to bear against a keeper and 
to project upwardly thereover, and means on the 
pivot plate for engaging a latching means on the 
lid of the trunk for locking said lid in a partially 
open position. 

2. An extension keeper arrangement for auto 
mobile trunk locks, including a mounting plate 
for attachment to a conventional keeper in a 
trunk and having a hinge portion formed acroSS 
one extremity, a pivot plate having a correspond 
ing hinge portion formed across one extremity 
and means adjacent its opposite extremity adapt 
ed to be engaged by a latching means on the lid 
of a trunk to lock said lid in partially open posi 
tion, a pin extending through both the hinge por 
tions, and said pivot plate being offset intermedi 
ately of its length to rest against Said keeper 
When said pivot plate is in position to be en 
gaged by said latching means. 

3. An extension keeper arrangement for auto 
nobile trunk locks including the combination 
with a trunk having a hinged lid thereon, of 
a mounting plate secured to the trunk, said 
plate having a hinge portion thereon, a pivot 
plate having a corresponding hinge portion 
thereon, said hinge portions being in horizontal 
alignment, a pin extending through said hinge 
portions to permit pivotal movement of the pivot 
plate, said pivot plate being offset intermediately 
of its length, said offset portion being adapted to 
be supported by the trunk at its upturned limit 
of travel, and means on the pivot plate adapted 
to be engaged by a locking member on the lid to 

70 

75 

lock the latter in partially open position when 
said pivot plate is moved to its upturned limit. 

4. An extension keeper arrangement for auto 
nobile trunk locks including the combination of 
a trunk having a hinged lid thereon, of a mount 
ing plate Secured to the trunk, a pivot plate, hori 
ZOntally disposed hinge portions on both said 
plates, a pin extending through said hinge por 
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tions whereby said pivot plate is mounted for References Cited in the file of this patent 
swinging movement about the axis of the pin, 
means limiting the upswing of the pivot plate, UNITED STATES PATENTS 
said pivot plate having its outer extremity folded 

Number. Name Date to form a laterally projecting flange, said flange is 
being slotted intermediately of its width from its E. P. ----------- SES 
outer extremity to form opposed ears adapted to E. t; a - - - - - an a - - -sE" E. 
b he t lid a yew a rom mu on . . . so mu a v Wis e engaged by locking means. On the trunk li 2,267,397 Dall -------------- Dec. 23, 1941 when said lid is partially open and said pivot 
plate has been Swung upwardly to its limit of 10 
travel. . 
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