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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ErLsworTa R. BaTE-
RICK, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Akron, in the county of Summit and State
of Ohio, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Truss-Pads, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to truss pads for the
treatment and temporary reduction of hernia.

The objects of this invention are to pro-
duce a pad having a body portion of soft vul-
canized rubber or similar material so con-
structed that the portion of the body cov-
ered by the pad will be effectually ventilated,

5 thereby reducing the discomfort attendant

on the wearing of the same:

The invention also contemplates novel
means for securing the pad to a supporting
medium so arranged as not to impair.the
means employed to secure a desired ventila-
tion. - ‘

The invention also contemplates that the
body portion of the pad be formed in a vari-
ety of shapes and sizes in order that it may
conform to and adapt itself to the peculiar
case to which it is to be applied.

A practical embodiment of this invention
is illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
in which similar reference numerals indicate
like parts in the different figures.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my improved pad; Fig. 2 a section of the
same on line X of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a plan view
of a pad with a backing plate attached there-
to; Fig. 4 is a plan view of a plate adapted to
be embedded in the rubber to serve as a
means for securing the backing plate in posi-
tion; and, Fig. 5 a longitudinal section of my
improved pad showing the instrumentalities
used for attaching it to a sustaining medium.

In the drawings, the reference numeral 1
indicates a truss pad constructed of ex-
tremely soft vulcanized rubber provided cen-
trally with a pocket 2 with which communi-
cates a transverse slit 12, for a purpose to be
later described. This pad is formed with a
plurality of ventilating openings 3 extending
entirely through 4he pad and of sufficient
size to permit air to pass therethrough to the
part covered by the pad, as well as permit
the perspiration and products of evapora-
tion on the surface of the skin to escape out-
wardly therefrom. This pad may be of any
desired thickness and of any size or configu-
ration which will best adapt it to the uses
and purposes for which it is constructed, and

no limitations thereon are intended by the
fact that an approximately oval form is used
in the drawings to illustrate the construction
of this device. ’
Arranged to be positioned in the pocket 2
by insertion through the slit 12 either before
or after the vulcanization thereof is a skele-
ton frame 4 provided with enlarged ends 5
preferably perforated for better engagement
with the body of material of which the pad
1s composed. This frame 4 is designed to
have sufficient area to effectually engage the
rubber of the pad and assist in retaining the
backing plate, to be later described, and at
the same time interfere with as few of the
openings 3 as is possible to construct a device
of this character. On the rear face of the
%)ad is placed a backing or stiffening plate 6
having a downwardly-inclined edge 7 so that
the main body portion of the plate, when
placed upon the back or rear face of the pad
will be raised therefrom so as not to interfere
with the circulation of air thraugh the open-
ings 3. This backing will also be provided
with a plurality of openings 8 to aid in the
accomplishment of free circulation of air
through the pad. This plate 6 is also pro-
vided with a pair of studs 9 by which 1t is
designed to attach the entire device to a belt
or truss. In order to retain the plate 6
effectually in position a screw 10 is em-
ployed which passes through the plate 6 and
enters a re-inforced internally-threaded open-

ing 11 in the frame 4, so that by screwing.

down the screw 10 by means of a suitable
tool, the rubber existing between the frame
4 and the plate 6 is compressed sufficiently to
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prevent any accidental dislodgment of either .

of these two elements.

It will be seen from the foregoing that this
device - affords an unusually simple and
effectual device for the purpose described,
the soft vulcanized rubber constituting a
clean and sufficiently rigid material for the
purpose described and at the same time the
openings therethrough permit the perspira-
tion and evaporation from the body to es-
cape, as well as permit air from outside to
reach the part covered by the pad, prevent-
ing heating of the part and any skin trouble
resulting therefrom. It will be found that a
pad constructed in accordance with the fore-
going description, will, under all ordinary
conditions, retain itself in proper position
over the part affected, but if desired, 1n order
to make the pad maintain itself more se-
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curely in position, the surface of the pad
which is designed to come in contact with
the body may be roughened by sand paper or
some appropriate substance, thereby pro-
ducing aroughened surface somewhat equiva-
lent to sponge rubber, this feature having
been found, in a number of instances to be
remarkably successful in preventing any
danger of the pad and truss slipping from
position, due to perspiration of the wearer
and the oily nature of the skin of certain
people and the consequent filling of the
pores of the rubber adjacent the part on
which it is used.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is:—

1. A truss pad comprising a resilient body
portion provided with an interiorly-arranged
pocket and further provided with a slit com-
municating with said pocket and a plurality
of transversely-extending openings, a skele-
ton frame positioned in said pocket and pro-
vided with a centrally-disposed screw-thread-
ed opening, a backing provided with an in-
clined marginal portion engaging the rear
face of the body portion, said backing having
a centrally-disposed opening, and a headed
screw-threaded element extending through
said backing and engaging said frame for ad-
justably connecting the latter to the former.

2. A truss pad comprising a resilient body
‘portion provided with an interiorly-arranged
pocket and further provided with a slit com-

municating with said pocket and a plurality

of transversely-extending openings, a skele-

_ ton frame positioned in said pocket provided
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with a centrally - disposed screw - threaded
opening, a backing provided with an in-
clined marginal portion engaging the rear
face of the body portion, said backing having
a centrally-disposed opening, a headed screw-
threaded element extending through said

881,219

backing and engaging said frame. for ad-
justably connecting the latter to the former,
and a plurality of studs secured to the hack-
ing and constituting means for connecting
the pad to a sustaining element.

3. A truss pad comprising a resilient body
portion provided with a plurality of trans-
versely-extending openings, a frame envel-
oped by said body portion, a backing having
an Inclined marginal portion engaging the
rear face of said body portion, means extend-
ing through the backing and engaging the
frame for adjustably connecting the latter to
the former, and means carried by the back-
ing for connecting the pad to a sustaining
element.

4. A truss pad comprising a resilient, body
portion provided with a plurality of ventila{-
g openings, a skeleton plate having an in-
clined marginal portion adapted to engage
the rear face of the body portion, a frame en-
veloped in said body portion and having a
centrally-arranged screw-threaded opening,
a screw-threaded element extending through
the plate and engaging in the screw-threaded
opening of the frame for adjustably connect-
ing the frame to the plate, and means carried
by the plate for connecting the pad to the
sustaining element,

5. A truss pad comprising a resilient body
portion provided with a plurality of ventilaf-
Ing openings, a skeleton plate having an in-
clined marginal portion adapted to engage
the rear face of the body portion, a frame en-
veloped in said body portion and provided
with ventilating openings.

In testimony wherecof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
ELLSWORTIL R. BATHRICK.
Witnesses:
C. E. HumpHREY,
GrLENAarRA Fox.
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