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To all whon 7t may concern.:
Beitknownthat I, CuarLes C. SyrTH, a citi-
zenof the United States, and a resident of Exe-

ter, in the county of Fillmore and State of !
Nebraska, have invented new and usetul Im- !

provements in Adjustable Indexing-Clips, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

My invention relates to certain new and use-
ful improvements in adjustable indexing clips
or tags.

It is intended in carrying out the present !

invention to provide an article of the charac- .
ter specilied which shall be capable of being

easily and quickly attached to a leaf of a boolk |

or a card, the clip being so counstructed that
its biting edges shall firmly and tightly grasp
between them the leaf or card in such man-
ner that it cannot be accidentally dislodged
or pulled therefrom and neighboring cards or
leaves cannot accidentally slip under or catch
thereon, yet when desired said clip can be im-
mediately removed from one sheet or card
and placed upon another.

In removable indexes or indexing-tags of
the general type to which my improvements
appertain that are now on the market great
difficulty has been experienced in embodying
the essential features of durability, simplicity,
ease, and positiveness of operation with cheap-
ness of cost, the tags heretofore made being
either unsatisfactory in operation or some-
what complicated in structure, and conse-
quently quite expensive both to manufacturer
and purchaser. Therefore it is to obviate
the objections hereinbefore mentioned that
the present invention is devised; and it con-
sists in the peculiar construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of pavts, as will be
hereinafter described in this specification, de-
lineated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the appended claim.

While 1 have herein shown and deseribed
nmy preferred form of indexing-clip, it will of
course be evident and is to be understood that
I do not wish to limit myself to the precise
details thereof, as there can be modifications
and variations in these respects without de-

parting from the spirit of the invention or
sacrificing any of the advantages thereof.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a series of
cards composing what is commonly termed a
“eard ledger system” and showing my im-
provements in use thereon. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of a corner of an ordinary ac-
count-book, sach as a ledger, having my clip
applied for use theveto. IFig. 8 is a front ele-
vation of my improvement, and Fig. 4 is a
transverse vertical sectional view taken on the
line 4 4 of Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings.in detail, and par-
ticularly to Figs. 3 and 4 thereof, wherein my
improvement is shown, it will be observed
that the clip is formed of two picces orstyips,
as at 1 and 2, which may be formed of any
suitable material, preferably of sheet metal,
such as spring-steel.  Kach of said strips or
portions 1 and 2 is provided with a trans-
versely-arranged outwardly-extending shoul-
der, as 3 and 4, from which shoulders the
lower portion of the clip or the jaws thereof,
as at 5 and 6, extend downwardly approxi-
mately parallel with each other, but spaced
apart ahnost their entire length, owing to the
peculiar formation of the shoulders above re-
ferred to. The extremities or ends of the
Jaws 8 and 6 are turned or curved Linvardly,
as shown at 7 and 8, such edges or extremi-
ties of the portions 7 and 8 when the clip is
out of use normally abutting or contacting
with each other. When in use, sald jaws form
a tight joint with the leaf or card, so that
neighboring cards or leaves cannot casily slip
under or catch on them. During the process
of its manufacture after the strips of metal
have been formed as desired the faces 1 and
2 are placed flush or contacting with each
other and rivets, pins, or other fastening
means, as at 9, are passed through said con-
tacting face portions, thus holding the two
normally and securely together. While the
rivets may be placed at any point along the
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surfaces of said portions 1 and 2, still for the
sake of convenience I prefer to locate them
as close as possible to the shoulders 3 and 4,
as this will givea greater bearing strength or
biting efect to the extremities of the jaws.

Tnstead of or in addition to forming the
shouldersas described a block of any suitable
material—such as wood, metal, or rubber—
may be interposed between the parts 1 and 2
and the entire structure fastened in any de-
sired manner, as by riveting. It will there-
fore be observed that the sides of the clip,
with the exception of the inwardly-extending
jaws, may be perfectly flat or straight and be
held apart and approximately parallel to each
other by the aforesaid interposing block.

To secure a variety of classifications, sym-
bols, such as letters or numerals, as shown
in the drawings accompanying this specifica-
tion, in Figs. 1 and 2, may in any desired
manner be placed on the flat portions 1 and 2,
or the clips may be differently colored, (some
green, some red, some blue, and so on,) or the
portions 1 and 2 may be perforated or made
in different shapes, (some round-cornered,
some square-cornered, some pointed, and so
on.) Ifnecessary, bothsidesland 2may have
numerals or other designating-symbols placed
thereon, or only one side may be so marked.
It will further be evident that instead of form-
ing the clip out of two separate pieces of
metal but one piece may be employed, such
piece being bent transversely approximately
centrally of its length and then formed as is
the clip which has been described.

While clips. or indexes of the kind above
described may be advantageously used for a
variety of purposes, perhaps the most im-
portant use for them is in connection with
books or card-files, where by their symbols,
colors, shapes, or positions they may be used to
designate different cards, leaves, or divisions,
so that such cards, leaves, or divisions may be
immediately picked out or referred to without
handling any other cards, leaves, or divisions.
This manner of employing my improved in-
dexing-clip will be evident from an examina-
tion/g)/t;]?igs. 1 and 2. In its application in
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Fig. 1 to the series of cards composing what
is, as hereinbefore stated, a card ledger sys-
tem we will assume that such cards are em-
ployed for the purpose of keeping accounts.
When charges are entered on the cards or
when monthly statements are taken off, a clip
is placed near the end of each card, which clip
by its color or number or shape indicates
when the account if not paid should receive
further attention or a draft drawn upon the
debtor. The two clips designated by the
numerals 5 and 10 in the second row in said
Fig. 1 were originally in the first row and are
assumed to have been slipped along to the
second position, indicating that a draft has
been drawn upon the parties. This is but one
example of the many ways in which my clip
may be employed, as the system is so flexible
that it may readily be adapted to special uses.

The numerous uses to whiich my improve-
ment may beadapted and the many advantages
incident thereto are so evident as to imme-
diately suggest themselves. - Therefore it is

unnecessary to enter into detailed enumeration

of the same at this time.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

As an improved article of manufacture, an
index-clip consisting of two spring members
formed at one side of the center of their lengths
with outwardly-extending offsets or shoulders,
forming flat and approximately parallel and
spaced jaws, said jaws having their extremi-
ties bent inwardly into engagement with each
other, the portions of the members above the
shoulders being in contact, and rivets securing
the contacting portions of the members to-
gether, said rivets being arranged adjacent to
the shoulders of said members, substantially
as herein shown and described.

Intestimony whereof T have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

CHARLES C. SMITH.
Witnesses:

Jxo. M. Rirrez,
Ricuarp B. CavaNacH.
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