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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
LEWIS H. SHULAR, OF CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA. 

IMPROVEMENT IN BURIAL APPARATUS. 
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 17s,6s 1, dated June 13, 1876; application filed 

- May 1, 1876. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEWIS EI. SHULAR, of 

Crawfordsville, Montgomery county, Indiana, 
have invented a new and Improved Burial 
Apparatus, of which the following is a speci 
fication: 
The invention will first be described in con 

nection with drawing, and then pointed out 
in the claim. 

Figure 1 is partly a side elevation and 
partly a sectional elevation of the improved 
apparatus; and Figs. 2 and 3 are transverse 
sections on line at ac, Fig. 1, showing the bot 
tom open for discharging the earth, and also 
closed for retaining it. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A is a deep strong box, mounted on truck 

wheels B to run sidewise, with closed top C, 
open side D, and dumping-bottom E, the top 
being permanently attached, the side hinged 
to open and close, and the bottom being hinged, 
and also connected to the toothed bar F by links 
G, to be opened and closed by the crank-shaft 

H and pivot I. J represents the cranes for 
lowering the coffin by the chains K and crank 
shaft L. Said cranes are pivoted to the ends 
of the box inside of the opening D, to swing 
out on the grave, and to close in for protection 
When the box is shut up. The shaft I has a 
ratchet and pawl for holding the coffin when 
required. After the coffin is lowered, the box. 
is moved along over it on the track N for 
dumping the earth in. Prepresents shelving 
end-boards, that may be put in the box in case 
the grave is a short one. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
In a burial apparatus, the combination of 

crank-shaft H, pinion I, rack-bar F, links G 
G, and hinged bottom pieces E. E., substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 

LEWIS E, SHULAR. 
Witnesses: 

SAMUEL W. PURVIANCE, 
Hose A. H. RISTINE. 

  


