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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which
claims fees have been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for all claims.
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As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present
(supplementary) European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent
application which relate to the inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:
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D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application
which relate to the first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-15
Foot abduction system.
1.1. claims: 1-7

Foot abduction system allowing vertical and horizontal
movement.

1.2. claims: 8-15

Foot abduction system having parallel rigid members.

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.

The common subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 8 is: a foot
abduction system having multiple links and pivot points allowing
movement. This common subject-matter is known in the prior art, see for
instance US 4336795 A (D1). Therefore, these common features cannot form
"special technical features" according to Rule 44 EPC.

The possible "special technical features" of the first subject are formed
by the features of claim 3, since D1 discloses all the features of claim
1 and the features of claim 2 are considered to be trivial.

The possible "special technical features" of the second subject are
formed by the fact that pivots and links are positioned such that the
rigid members pivot in a single plane only. Since these features are
different and they solve different problems (I: how to provide movement
in different planes; II: how to provide stable movement in a single plane
only), there is a case of non-unity.
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