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My invention relates to easel assemblies, and more
particularly to one applicable for use in conjunction
with a blackboard assembly in classrooms.

Among the objects of my invention are:

(1) To provide a novel and improved easel assembly;

(2) To provide a novel and improved easel assembly
which is removably mountable on the chalk trough of
a blackboard assembly;

(3). To provide a novel and improved easel assembly
for mounting on the chalk trough of a blackboard as-
sembly and one which is adapted to hold a plurality of
cups of liquid in a manner which precludes spilling of
the contents of such cups;

(4) To provide a novel and improved easel assembly
for mounting on the chalk trough of a blackboard as-
sembly, and one which can be manufactured economi-
cally of plywood or the like;

(5) To provide a novel and improved easel assembly
for mounting on a chalk trough of a blackboard as-
sembly, and which may be readily cleaned.

Additional objects of my invention will be brought
out in the following description of a preferred embodi-
ment of the same taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawing wherein—

Figure 1 is a three-dimensional view of an easel as-
sembly embodying the features of my invention in its
preferred form;

Figure 2 is a transverse view in section through the
device of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a plan view of the device of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a side elevational view of the device of
Figure 1 shown mounted on the chalk trough of a black-
board assembly;

Figure 5 is a three-dimensional fragmentary view of
a rack component of the device of Figure 1.

Referring to the drawing for a complete and detailed
disclosure of my invention in its preferred form, the easel
assembly of the present invention involves a tray 1 com-
prising a front wall 3, side walls 5 and 7, and bottom wall
9, with the rear wall formed by a backboard 11 inter-
secting the side walls and extending upwardly to an ele-
vation substantially above the upper edge of the front
wall and preferably in a plane inclined slightly to the
rear, said backboard providing a work surface. The
side walls are preferably dadoed or grooved on their
inner sides to receive the backboard and thus determine
its angle of inclination, and at the same time provide
for a firm and rugged assembly. To enhance the sta-
bility of the backboard, the side walls are preferably
of increased height along the side edges of the back-
board whereby greater support may be rendered the
backboard.

For insertion in the tray as thus formed, there is pro-
vided a tray insert or rack 13 involving a board 15 af-
fixed along its front edge to the upper edge of a front
supporting wall 17 and at its ends to end walls 19 and 21
which extend somewhat above the plane of the board 15,
the overall length of the rack being sufficiently less than
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the inside length of the tray as to create end compart-
ments 23 adjacent each end of the rack.

Each such end compartment may be divided by a
partition 25 which is somewhat tapered to facilitate
insertion and removal of the rack and at the same time
bind the rack in the tray to preclude end play when th
rack is assembled therein. S a

The board 15 is provided with a plurality of spaced
holes 27 of a size adapted to receive conventional glasses,
paper cups 28, or the like. The front wall 3 of the tray
may be recessed along its upper edge between the afore-
mentioned end compartments, to better expose the rack
and render such cups more accessible in use. .

Triangular blocks 29 affixed to the backboard adja-
cent the end compartments, serve to close off the open-
ing at the end of each such compartment created .by
the sloping position of the backboard. s

The easel assembly is adapted for mounting on the
chalk trough 31 of a conventional blackboard assembly
33 such as used in classrooms, by forming a notch-in
the rear edge of each end wall of the tray, such notch
being contoured to provide a hook 35 capable of hook-
ing into the chalk trough, and a rearwardly projecting
lower comner to form an abutment 37 against the wall
below the chalk trough. When so mounted, the height
of the backboard is preferably such as to engage along
its upper end, the blackboard and thus permit appli-
cation of pressure against the backboard without result-
ing tilting of the easel assembly about the hooks as
fulcrums.

The easel assembly thus described, has been developed
particularly for use in classrooms, in the instruction of
pupils, particularly in the art of drawing or painting, for
which use, the end compartments may be utilized for
holding pencils, brushes and the like, and the various
cups may be utilized for holding water color paints of
different colors in solution. The paper on which such
drawings or paintings are to be made, may be thumb-
tacked to the backboard or, in lieu thereof, a pair of
wire hooks 39 may be screwed into the backboard at ap-
propriate locations to constitute means for removably
hanging such paper.

To accommodate the easel assembly to differences in
blackboard installations, the lower corner projection 37
on each side wall which engages the wall below the chalk
trough may be made adjustable in any suitable manner
whereby the upper edge of the backboard of the easel
assembly may be rotated into contact with the black-
board to provide the necessary solid backing therefor
when the easel is mounted on a blackboard assembly
for use.

It will be apparent from the aforementioned descrip-
tion of my invention in its preferred embodiment, that
the easel assembly may be very readily mounted on the
chalk trough of a conventional blackboard assembly and
just as readily removed when no longer needed, and
that the same provides a very novel and useful means for
affording class instruction to pupils in the art of drawing
and painting or the like. The rack is readily removable
for cleaning the same and the tray in which it is inserted,
and such rack may be left out altogether when its use is
not required. In such case, the tray will offer ample room
for the holding of such other items and supplies as the
student or pupil may require in his work with the easel.

While I have disclosed my invention in its preferred
form and have described and illustrated the same in con-
siderable detail, I do not desire to be limited in my pro-
tection to such details, except as may be required by the
appended claims,

I claim:

1. A blackboard easel comprising a tray having front,
side and bottom walls, and a rear wall formed by a
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backboard intersecting said side walls and extending
upwardly to a higher elevation than said front wall to
provide a work surface, and means located toward the
rear edges of said side walls for removably mounting
such assembly on the chalk trough of a blackboard as-
sembly, said means invclving a hook on each side wall
engageable in such chalk trough and a projection at the
lower rear corner of each side wall in a downward spaced
relationship to said hook, said projection being engage-
able against a wall beneath such blackboard assembly
and said backboard being of a height to engage such
blackboard with said hook engaging the outer wall of
stich chalk trough.

2. A blackboard easel comprising a tray having front
and side walls, and a rear wall formed by a backboard
intersecting said side walls and extending upwardly to a
higher elevation than said front wall and in a plame
inclined slightly to the rear to provide a work surface, a
rack insertable in and of shorter length than said tray,
said rack involving a board supported by end walls and
forming with said tray side walls, end compartments for
brushes, pencils and the like, said board having a plu-
rality of spaced holes for reception of glasses, cups and
the like, and means located toward the rear edges of said
side walls for removably mounting such assembly on the
chalk trough of a blackboard assembly, said means in-
volving a hook on each side wall engageable in such chalk
trough and a projection at the lower rear corner of each
side wall in downward spaced relationship to said hook,
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and engageable against a wall beneath such blackboard
assembly, said backboard being of a height to contact
such blackboard when so mounted on said chalk trough.
3. A blackboard easel comprising a tray having front,
side and bottom walls, and a rear wall formed by a back-
board intersecting said side walls and extending upwardly
to a higher elevation than said front wall and in a plane
inclined slightly to the rear to provide a work surface,
means for removably mounting such assembly on the
chalk trough of a blackboard assembly, said means in-
volving a hook on each side  wall engageable in such
chalk trough and a projection at the lower rear corner
of each side wall in downward spaced relationship to said
heok and engageable against a wall beneath such black-
board assembly, said backboard being of a height to en-
gage such blackboard with said hook in said trough, and
means for altering the length of said projections to as-
sure pressure contact of said hooks against the outer
wall of said trough and resulting pressure contact of said
backboard against such blackboard. '
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