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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JAMESLESTER CARNEY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at New 
York, (Brooklyn,) in the county of Kings and 
State of New York, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Clasps, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of clasps 

that are adapted as fasteners or supporters 
for stockings and garments; and the object 
of my invention is to simplify, to reduce the 
cost of, and increase the efficiency of such 
devices. 
In carrying out my invention I provide a 

body-plate with a slot at one end, to which the 
fabric strip or elastic of the supporter is fas 
tened, with jaw-teeth at the other end and 
with pivots at the edges; also, a clamping 
plate with integral ears, pivots, and a spring 
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at one end and jaw-teeth at the other end, 
the ears being perforated and receiving the 
pivots of the body-plate, and also a lever 
plate with integral cams engaging the pivots 
of the clamping-plate and located upon the 
opposite side of the body-plate, so that in its 
operation the lever-plate draws the clamping 
plate toward the body-plate, so as to nip and 
hold the stocking or other article between the 
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teeth of the jaws. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation 

representing my improvement. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal section representing the parts in 
their normal position when not in use. Fig. 
3 is a longitudinal section representing the 
parts in their contracted position and engag 
ing a piece of fabric, such as a stocking. Fig. 
4 is an elevation of the body-plate. Fig. 5 is 
an elevation of the clamping-plate. Fig. 6 is 
an elevation of the lever-plate; and Figs. 7 
and 8 represent, by an elevation and edge 
view, a modification of the lever-plate. 
The body-plate b is provided with a slot 2 at 

one end to receive the elastic fabric or strip 
of webbing a, which is secured to such plate. 
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integral with the plate. 

So 

This body-plate b is provided with pivots 3 
upon opposite edges and with jaw-teeth b' at 
the other end, the pivots and jaw-teeth being 

The clamping-plate c is made with the in 
tegral ears c' and pivots 4 therefrom, the in 
tegral spring 5, and jaw c, the jaw being at 

one end of the plate and the ears and pivots 
and springs at the other end, the ears being 

The turned up at right angles to the plate c. 
lever-plated is made with the integral cams 
d on opposite edges, and the same are turned 
up at right angles to the plate. When the 
parts are put together for use, the clamping 
plate is upon one side of the body-plate band 
the lever-plate upon the other side, and the 
pivots 3 of the body-plate b are received in 
holes 7 in the ears c', said ears straddling or 
passing at each side of and beyond the edges 
of the plate b, and the pivots 4 of said lugs c' 
are received in holes 8 in the cams d of the 
lever-plated. 

In the normal position of the parts the 
spring 5 keeps the jaws b' and capart, and 
in this position the lever-plate is swung down 
toward the jaw end of the body-plate. In 
use the material to be grasped is placed be 
tween the jaws and the lever-plated swung 
completely over, so that its cams act upon the 
surface of the body-plate t to draw the clamp 
ing-plate c toward the body-plate b and the 
jaw-teeth together to nip the fabric, and in 
this position the lever-plate is against the 
other end of the body-plate b-that is, toward 
the end having the slot 2-and I would here 
remark that this movement of the lever from 
the lower to the higher position in the opera 
tion of gripping the fabric is a more conven 
ient and handy movement than if it were in 
the opposite direction. 
In the modification shown in Figs. 7 and 8 

the cams d" of the lever-plated instead of 
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being perforated for the pivots 4 have pivots 
6 stamped out from the material composing 
the cams. In this instance the ear c' instead 
of being provided with pivot-lugs 4 are made 
with holes to receive the pivots 6, the one con 
struction being the equivalent of the other. 
The members of my improved clasp are 

simple in construction and efficient in opera 
tion, and being made of sheet metal with in 
tegral parts stamped up and bent to shape 
the cost of manufacture is reduced to a mini 

I claim as my invention 
The clasp herein set forth comprising a 

body-plate having a slot at one end for a 
webbing or elastic fabric, jaw-teeth at the 
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other end and pivots upon opposite edges, swung from one position to the other to open 
the clamping-plate having jaw-teeth at one and close the jaws, substantially as set forth. Io 
end and integral pivot-ears and a spring at Signed by me this 26th day of January, 
the other end, there being holes in the ears A. D. 1898. - - . 

5 receiving the pivots of the body-plate and a J. LESTER CARNEY. 
lever-plate pivoted to the ears of the clamp- Witnesses: 
ing-plate and having cams to act on the sur- GEO. T. PINCKNEY, 
face of the body-plate as the lever-plate is IIAROLD SERRELL. 

  


