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To all whom it muay concern:

Beitknown that I, JOHN R.CLARK,a ¢ibizen
of the United States, residing at Dahlgren, in
the county of Hamilton and State of 1llinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Mail-Box Attachments; and I

do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to makeand use the same.

My invention has relation to mail-boxes,
and more particularly to boxes designed for
the reception of mail as deposited by the car-
rier, and while my invention will be found
especially desirable and useful when applied
upon rural mail-boxes it will also be equally
efficient for use upon mail - boxes in office
buildings and elsewhere; and my invention
consists of certain novel features of ecombina-
tion and construction of parts, the preferred
form whereof will be hereinafter clearly set
forth, and pointed out in the claim.

The object of my invention, among others,.

is to provide a simple form of attachmentfor
a mail-box which will indicate to the owner
of the box that mail-matter has been inserted
therein, as by ringing a Dell or actuating
other form of indicator.

Other objects and advantages will be here-
inafter made clearly apparent, reference be-
inghad to the accompanying drawings, which
are made a part of this application, and in
which-—~

Figure 1 shows a vertical section of a mail-
box with my invention applied to use therein
and alsoshowing diagrammatically anelectric
circuit codperating with my mail-box attach-
ment. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of my mail-
box attachment complete, while Fig. 5 is a
side elevation thereof, partly in section.

In order to clearly set forth the various de-
tails of my invention and accessories deemed
necessary to cooperate therewith when ap-
plied to use, numerals will be employed, the
same numeral applying to a similar part
throughout the several views.

Referring to the numerals on the drawings,
1 indicates a mail-box of -the usual or any
preferred construetion, having the receiving
slot or orifice 2, through whieh the mail-mat-
ter may be introduced from time to time, and
also provided with alid 3, as is common, said

(Mo model.

| 1id preferably having the handle or a combi-
! nation-lock, as indicated by the numeral 4.
Within the box thus or otherwise constructed
Isecuretothe bottom thereof in any preferred
way the base member 5 of my attachment,
which in this instance consists, preferably,
of a blockof wood, hard rubber, or other non-
conducting material, having at one end the
raised portion or block 6, separately or inte-
grally formed with the base member, as pre-
ferred. The bave member 5 also carries near
its other end the block or raised section 7,
which may be secured to the base member or
constitute an integral part thereof, as in case
of the bloek 6. I also provide the binding-
posts 8 and 9, said binding-posts being con-
nected, respectively, with the wires 10 and 11,
constituting an electrie eircuif, within which
is placed a bell-actuating magnet 12, located,
preferably, at the house of the owner of the
mail-box, it being nuderstood that the mail-
box properis usually located a distance more
orlessremote fromthe residence of the owner.

The binding-post 8 is connected by means
of the wire 13 with the contact-point 14, car-
ried by the bloek 7, while the binding-post 9
is in contact with the circuit-closing spring
member 15, which is conneeted to the block
6 in any preferred way, as by the serew 16,
while the free end of the spring member 15 is
disposed above the contact-point 14, said
spring being so bent that it extends normally
down in close contact with said point 14. It
is obvious, therefore, that when the spring
member 15 is in engagement with the contact-
point 14 the circuit will be closed between
the binding-posts § and 9, thereby energizing
the magnet 12 and ringing the bell with which
it is disposed in codperative relationship by
means of the wires 10 and 11, as hereinbefore
set forth. I have, however, provided means
for holding the freeend of the circuit-closing
spring 15 out of engagement with the con-
tact-point 15, said means in this instance
comprising the erank-arm 17, forming an in-
tegral part of the rods or fingers 18 and 19,
said parts being formed as by bending a
suitable piece of wire, so as to provide the
crank member 17 and also provide the com-
pound curvatures, which are indicated by the
numerals 20 and 21, the latter being so formed
and disposed as to leave the fingers 18 and
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19 in a vertieal position immediately in front
of the slot 2, and it is therefore obvious that
when mail-matter is introduced through the
slot such matter will engage one or hoth the
fingers 18 and 19 and force the same inward,
which will leave the free end of the spring
15 unsupported by the crank member 17,
when said spring will engage the contact-
point 14 and close the circuit and ring a bell
at the residence of the owner of the box,
thereby giving him notice that mail-matter
has been deposited.

Insomeinstancesthe fingers 18 and 19 may,
if desired, be connected by cross-wires or by
a suitable piece of woven wire, therehy in-
suring that a piece of mail-matier even of
small size eannot be introduced without fore-
ing the fingers inward and closing the circuit.

It is obvious that the bell or other form of
indicator selected may be located in the of-
fice or residence of the owner of the box, thus
instantly showing that mail-matter has been
deposited, and thereby obviating the needless
and often fruitless trip to the mail-box.

‘While I have deseribed the preferred com-
bination and construction of parts deemed
necessary in materializing my invention, I
wish to comprehend such substantial equiva-
lents and substitutes as may be considered

744,904

as falling fairly within the scope of my in-
vention.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The herein-described attachment for mail-
boxes zomprising a base-section having a con-
tact-point; a pair of binding-posts; a cireuit-
closing spring connected with one of said
posts and adapted to engage said contact-
point which is in c¢ireuit with the other bind-
ing-post, in combination with suitable means
to normally hold the free end of said cireuit-
closing spring out of engagement with said
contact - point, said spring-engaging means
having a pair of fingers adapted to stand
across the mail-receiving slot whereby when
mail is introdaced thronugh said slot said fin-
gers will be pushed inward and the spring re-
leased to engage said contact-point and there-
by close the cirenit and energize a magnet
controlling a bell or other indicator all com-
bined substantially as specified and for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN R. CLARK.

Witnesses:

A, J. Lowgry, Jr,
C. L. Aypr.
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