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To all whon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EMMA A. WILLARD, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Green 
wich, in the county of Fairfield and State of 
Connecticut, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Bodkins, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

a new and improved bodkin of that type hav 
ing at one extremity a pair of jaws for grip 
ping a cord, tape, or ribbon which is to be in 
serted, laced, or similarly applied to fancy 
Work or other articles. 
To accomplish this object my invention in 

volves the features of construction and the 
combination or arrangement of devices here 
in after described and claimed, reference be 
ing made to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 
proved bodkin applied to a ribbon. Fig. 2 is 
a detail perspective view of the bodkin, show 
ing its jaws released. Fig. 3 is a detail per 
spective view showing the several parts sepa 
rated for more clearly exhibiting their con 
struction. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal central 
sectional view of the improved bodkin, and 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing a varia 
tion in the shape or form of the bodkin. 

In order to enable those skilled in the art 
to make and use my invention, I will now de 
scribe the same in detail, referring to the 
drawings, wherein 
The numerals 1 and 2 indicate two flat 

elastic plates, which are superimposed and 
rigidly united parallel to each other along 
a portion of their length at the penetrating 
end of the bodkin through the medium of 
rivets 3 or similar devices. The remaining 
portions of the two plates constitute a pair 
of spring-jaws, which by their inherent elas 
ticity spring apart to their open position 
for releasing the ribbon 4 or other article 
such as a cord or tape-which is to be in 
serted, laced, or similarly applied to fancy 
work or other articles. 
the jaws are turned laterally to form flanges 
5, which are preferably toothed or serrated 
to afford a more secure gripping action, so 
that when the cord, tape, or ribbon is intro 
duced between the jaws and the latter are 
closed the tape, cord, or ribbon is securely 

The extremities of 

gripped, and the bodkin can then be employed 
for the purpose of lacing or otherwise insert 
ing the same. The two plates are provided 
with longitudinal coincident slots 6, through 
which extend the studs or pins 7, which are 
formed with or attached to the opposite sides 
of a filling-block 8, adapted to move along the 
slots 6 and be guided by the parallel edges 
thereof. The extremities of the studs or pins 
7 are riveted or otherwise secured to a pair of 
flattened plates or finger-pieces 9, which rest 
upon the outer surfaces of the elastic jaws 
and are of a width somewhat in excess of the 
longitudinal slots for the purpose of provid 
ing a slide which is susceptible of longitudi 
nal movement in such manner as to release 
the jaws or to close them upon the cord, tape, 
or ribbon. 
The plates comprising the bodkin are SO 

constructed as to gradually converge to a 
blunt penetrating extremity 10, and these 
plates are made of such thin and elastic ma 
terial as to afford little or no obstruction to 
the convenient use of the instrument for lead 
ing a cord, tape, or ribbon through a hem or 
through fancy-work or other articles. 

In Fig. 5 the construction of the bodkin is 
the same as hereinbefore described, with the 
exception that it is varied in shape for the 
purpose of producing an instrument of less 
width than that exhibited by the other figures 
of the drawings. 
My invention provides a bodkin which is 

efficient, desirable, easily manipulated for 
gripping and releasing a cord, tape, or ribbon, 
and is of such simple construction as to ren 
derit susceptible of being economically manu 
factured and placed on the market at a com 
paratively low figure, in which respects it is 
superior to that type of bodkin or lacing-nee 
dle having telescopic elastic jaws which re 
quire a locking device to retain them re 
tracted in the body of the bodkin or needle 
for the purpose of gripping the cord or other 
object which is to be laced or inserted. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. As an improved article of manufacture, 

a bodkin consisting of two independent flat 
tened plates formed with longitudinal slots 
and Superimposed along one end portion, riv 
ets passing through the superimposed por 
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tions of the plates and rigidly uniting them 
together to form the penetrating end of the 
bodkin and provide two elastic jaws which 
by their inherent elasticity spring apart and 
are each provided at the free extremity with 
a laterally-projecting gripping-flange, and a 
pair of flattened finger-plates rigidly con 
nected through the slotted portion of the 
plates and between which the elastic jaws 
are permanently confined in all movements of 
the flattened finger-plates, substantially as 
described. 

2. Abodkin consisting of a pair of flat longi 
tudinally-slotted elastic plates rigidly united 
along a portion of their length at the pene 
trating end of the bodkin and formed into 
two elastic jaws for the remaining portion, 
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which by their inherent elasticity spring apart 
and are each provided at its free extremity 
With a laterally-projecting gripping-flange, an 
oblong filling-block arranged in the slotted 
portions of the plates, and a pair of flattened 
finger-plates rigidly secured to the opposite 
sides of the filling-block and between which 
the jaws are permanently confined in all 
movements of the finger-plates, substantially 
as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed my seal in presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

EMMA A. WILLARD. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. G. MCNALL, 
FRED A. HUBBARD. 

L. S. 
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