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VACUUMPACKAGED PRODUCTS AND 
METHODS FOR MAKING SAME 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The invention pertains to vacuum packaged prod 
ucts and methods of making the same, and more particularly 
to vacuum packaged polyolefin-based products and methods 
that reduce or eliminate the undesirable side effects associ 
ated with the gamma irradiation thereof. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Various fields of use require the use of sterilized 
polyolefin-based clothing, equipment and tools. For example, 
it is well known that the operating environments of medical 
personnel, dental personnel, chemical research personnel, 
biotech personnel, and other like areas utilize polyolefin 
based products that have been sterilized prior to use. 
0003 Currently, ethylene oxide has been used to sterilize 
polyolefin-based products Such as medical fabrics that are 
used as Surgical gowns and drapes. However, the potentially 
hazardous nature and high cost of ethylene oxide Sterilization 
have caused the medical community to consider different 
sterilization methods. One effective method of sterilization 
has been the use of gamma irradiation. Although sterilization 
by gamma irradiation of polyolefin-based products and 
equipment has been Successful, there remain at least two very 
undesirable side effects caused by the irradiation process. The 
first undesirable side effect has been a resulting odor that is so 
extreme that it renders the gamma irradiated polyolefin-based 
product undesirable for many uses. The second undesirable 
side effect has been a noticeably decreased strength of the 
irradiated polyolefin-based products. In fact, the irradiation 
process has been known to decrease a polyolefin-based prod 
uct’s tear strength by as much as 65% of its non-irradiated tear 
strength. 
0004. It has been shown that the cause for the undesirable 
odorand the loss in polyolefin-based product strength is a free 
radical process that occurs when the polyolefins of the prod 
luctare exposed to gamma radiation in the presence of oxygen. 
In polyolefin-based products, this process essentially breaks 
chemical bonds that hold a polyolefin chain together and 
creates free radicals. This breaking of the polyolefin back 
bone causes the polyolefin to lose strength proportional to the 
radiation dosage. The formed radicals are able to recombine 
with the oxygen in the air, producing short chain acids, oxy 
genated compounds, such that they become trapped in the 
product. Butyric acid, one of the acids formed, is a primary 
Suspect in causing the odor. 
0005. Although earlier efforts and attempts to eliminate 
these two undesirable side effects include methods that mar 
ginally reduce the odorassociated with the gamma irradiation 
of polyolefin-based products, none has adequately reduced 
the odor or minimized the reduction in tear strength resulting 
from the irradiation treatment. 
0006. A need therefore exists for a product and method for 
further minimizing or eliminating the odor that is associated 
with the gamma irradiation of polyolefin-based products. 
0007 Another need exists for a product and method that 
not only reduces the odor, but also minimizes any decrease in 
the strength of the polyolefin-based product that is due to the 
gamma irradiation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008. In one embodiment of the present invention there is 
provided a product vacuum packaged in a package to reduce 
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tensile strength loss of the product after sterilization by radia 
tion in which the package comprises a layer having an oxygen 
transmission rate equal to or less than about 0.2 cubic centi 
meter of oxygen per 100 inches Squared per 24 hours and an 
interior. The product is in the interior of the package, and the 
interior has a vacuum thereinata pressure equal to or less than 
about 100 millibars. The package and the product are steril 
ized by radiation resulting in the product having a reduction in 
its tensile strength less than about 20% after radiation. 
0009. In another embodiment of the present invention 
there is provided a product vacuum packaged in a package to 
reduce tensile strength loss of the product after sterilization 
by radiation in which the package comprises an ethylene 
vinyl alcohol layer having an oxygen transmission rate equal 
to or less than about 0.2 cubic centimeter of oxygen per 100 
inches squared per 24 hours and an interior. The product is in 
the interior of the package and comprises a nonwoven 
polypropylene material, and the interior of the package has a 
vacuum therein at a pressure equal to or less than about 10 
millibars. The package and the product are sterilized by radia 
tion resulting in the product having a reduction in its tensile 
strength of less than about 14% after radiation. 
0010. In yet another embodiment of the present invention 
there is provided a product vacuum packaged in a package to 
reduce tensile strength loss of the product after sterilization 
by radiation in which the package comprises a layer having an 
oxygen transmission rate equal to or less than about 2.3 cubic 
centimeter of oxygen per 100 inches squared per 24 hours and 
an interior. The product is in the interior of the package, and 
the interior of the package has a vacuum therein at a pressure 
equal to or less than about 10 millibars. The package and the 
product are sterilized by radiation resulting in the product 
having a reduction in its tensile strength less than about 17% 
after radiation. 
0011. In still another embodiment of the present invention 
there is provided a method of packaging a product in a pack 
age to reduce tensile strength loss of the product after steril 
ization by radiation comprising the steps of providing the 
package comprising a layer having an oxygen transmission 
rate equal to or less than about 0.2 cubic centimeter of oxygen 
per 100 inches squared per 24hours and an interior, providing 
the product in the interior of the package; creating a vacuum 
in the package containing the product to a pressure equal to or 
less than about 10 millibars, and thereafter sterilizing the 
package and product with radiation resulting in the product 
having a reduction in its tensile strength less than about 14%. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

0012. The above-mentioned and other features of the 
present invention and the manner of attaining them will 
become more apparent, and the invention itself will be better 
understood by reference to the following description of the 
invention, taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ing, wherein: 
0013 FIG. 1 illustrates a partially broken-away view of 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0014. It is known that when a product is irradiated, some of 
the bonds in the polyolefin chains are broken and combine 
with available oxygen, which leads to more chain Scission, 
thereby weakening the product. With the present method, the 
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product is irradiated, causing the breakage of Some of the 
polyolefin chains, but there is little or no oxygen to combine 
with the bonding sites in the broken polyolefin chains. The 
available bonding sites in the polyolefin chains are therefore 
free to recombine with one another instead of with oxygen in 
the package such that the majority of the strength of the 
irradiated product is maintained. The minimization of the 
potential for the formation of oxygenated compounds, such as 
short-chain organic acids, with consequent reduction or 
elimination of odors associated therewith also comprises a 
feature of the present invention, as do products which exhibit 
Such characteristics. 

0015 The present invention pertains to a polyolefin-based 
product, such as a nonwoven material. A nonwoven material 
is formed without the aid of a textile weaving or knitting 
process such that it has a structure of individual fibers or 
threads that are interlaid, but not in any identifiable, repeating 
pattern. Nonwoven materials have been, in the past, formed 
by a variety of processes Such as, for example, meltblowing 
processes, spunbonding processes, and bonded carded web 
processes. The materials of the present invention are gener 
ally selected from the polyolefin family. More specifically, 
the polyolefins may either be homopolymers or copolymers. 
The preferred homopolymer is polypropylene, and the pre 
ferred copolymer is a propylene/ethylene copolymer. The 
amount of propylene in the copolymer may range from 90% 
to 100%, and the amount of ethylene in the copolymer may 
range from 0 to 10%. It should be appreciated that as the 
amount of ethylene is increased, the flexibility of the material 
being produced will also be increased. Therefore, the pre 
ferred copolymer is 97% propylene and 3% ethylene. 
0016 Methods for making polyolefin-based fabrics are 
well known in the art, see for example U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,041, 
203 and 4.340,563, which are incorporated by reference 
herein. 

0017. The weight of the produced material for use in the 
product, represented in ounces per square yard, is normally 
determined by the intended use thereof. For example, if the 
material is to be used as a vehicle cover, the weight of the 
material should generally be in the range of 7.20 ounces per 
square yard (osy). If the material is to be used as a diaper liner, 
the weight of the material should generally be in the range 
from 0.3 ounces per square yard to 0.8 ounces per square yard. 
For Surgical gowns, the material weight should range from 
0.8 ounces per square yard to 3.0 ounces per square yard. A 
preferred polyolefin-based material for the product of the 
present invention is a nonwoven polypropylene spunbond/ 
meltblown/spunbond (SMS) material having a basis weight 
of about 128 osy; another preferred basis weight is about 1.8 
OSy. 

0018 Agamma stabilizer, such as a benzoate ester, may be 
incorporated into the polyolefin prior to polyolefin extrusion. 
In the past, it has generally been believed that a gamma 
stabilizer must be added to the polyolefin in order to stabilize 
the polyolefin for the gamma irradiation process. This step 
was taken in an effort to minimize polyolefin strength loss and 
decrease odors. However, it is known that the use of a gamma 
stabilizer is not necessary in order to minimize polyolefin 
strength loss and odor. The present invention has been found 
to minimize strength loss in polypropylene without a gamma 
stabilizer. Also, it has been determined that the gamma Stabi 
lizer is not needed to reduce the odor associated with the 
gamma irradiation process. Nevertheless, a gamma Stabilizer 
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suitable for intended use herein and known to those of ordi 
nary skill in the art may be incorporated into the polyolefin 
prior to extrusion. 
0019. After the polyolefin-based product to be sterilized 
has been obtained, it is normally placed in an oxygen imper 
meable package. By 'oxygen impermeable' it is meant that 
the material of construction exhibits a high barrier to oxygen 
transmission, as will be further discussed hereafter. Once the 
product has been placed within the package, i.e. the polyole 
fin product or fabric with or without a gamma stabilizer, the 
package is sealed by conventional means and then sterilized 
by gamma radiation. Methods for heat sealing oxygen imper 
meable packages are well known in the art. 
0020 Gamma irradiation techniques are also well-known 
in the art. For a general description of the gamma irradiation 
of polyolefin fibers see U.S. Pat. No. 5,041,483, which is 
herein incorporated by reference. Generally speaking, the 
amount of radiation necessary to sterilize the polyolefin prod 
uct or gown is dependent upon the bioburden of the product. 
Additional factors include the density and configuration of 
the product to be sterilized. A likely range of irradiation is 
from about 10 kilogray to about 100 kilogray, more prefer 
ably from about 15 kilogray to about 60 kilogray. 
0021. In one aspect of the present invention, the product 
and package to be sterilized includes a product made of a 
nonwoven polypropylene material packaged in a package 
comprising an ethylene vinyl alcohol layer. Preferably, the 
package comprises a 3-layer co-extruded film comprising an 
outermost layer of nylon, an innermost layer of polyethylene, 
and an intermediate layer of ethylene vinyl alcohol (EVOH). 
The EVOH layer preferably has an oxygen transmission rate 
(OTR) of about 0.2 cubic centimeters of oxygen per 100 
inches Squared per 24 hours. Prior to sterilization, the pack 
age has a vacuum created therein at about 10 millibars. 
0022. The materials and methods used in carrying out the 
present invention may be more fully understood by reference 
to the following examples, which examples are not intended 
in any manner to limit the scope of the present invention. 
0023 Description of Samples: 
0024 Materials 
0025 Nonwoven materials: All nonwoven materials used 
in this study were thermally-bonded polypropylene spunbond 
fabrics that have a basis weight of 1.2 ounces per square yard. 
0026 Materials 1A and 1B are comprised of ExxonMobil 
type 3155 polypropylene resin and 1 wt % titanium dioxide 
(TiO2). 
(0027 Materials 2A and 2B are comprised of ExxonMobil 
type 3155 polypropylene resin, 1 wt % TiO2, 1 wt % Chimas 
sorb 2020, and 0.2 wt % Tinuvin 770. Chimassorb 2020 
CASH 192268-64-7 and Tinuvin 770 CAS # 52829-07-9 
are commercially-available hindere amine chemistries from 
Ciba Specialty Chemicals. 
0028. The “A” and “B” denote different lots of the same 
material made on different dates using similar process set 
tings. 
0029 Prior to packaging, the rolls of spunbond material 
were converted into fabric bundles consisting of 100 indi 
vidual sheets each 7.5" wide by 9.5" long. This corresponds to 
a total fabric area of roughly 5.5 square yards per bundle (-0.4 
pounds). 
0030 Packaging materials: Packaging materials with vari 
ous oxygen transmission rates (OTR) were used in the 
examples to illustrate the invention. The individual packages 
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were formed by thermally forming and sealing two different 
layer materials together. The materials used are shown below. 

Resulting Package 
Top Film OTR 

Manufacturer Bottom (Forming) Film (cm/100 in/day) 

Sealed Air Corporation Cryovac (R) T-7230BW O.2 
Cryovac (RT-704OEZ 

Amcor Limited LCP-162 2.3 
NXC-040 

Rolliprint Packaging ClearForm (R) -75** 
Products Allegro (R) 

0031 Packing process: Individual packages of material 
were created using a form-fill-seal process by thermally 
forming the bottom layer into a cavity (10"x8"x 1.5"), placing 
a single bundle of spunbond into the cavity, pressing the top 
layer onto the bottom layer, pulling the desired level of 
vacuum, and thermally sealing the top layer to the bottom 
layer. The vacuum level reported is the amount of pressure 
remaining in the package when it was sealed. Sixty-four 
individual packages were created for all examples and com 
parative examples. Thirty-two of these packages were tested 
for tensile strength immediately, while the other thirty-two 
were dosed with 50 kGy of radiation prior to tensile testing. 
0032 Radiation dosing. Packages were exposed to either 
gamma or electron beam radiation. Gamma irradiation was 
done for tight control (+10%) of the radiation dose. Electron 
beam irradiation was performed by passing individual pack 
ages instead of cases of product under the electronbeam. This 
provided a much more controlled and reproducible radiation 
dose to the spunbond materials. In both cases, a target dose of 
50 kGy was used in the examples illustrated below. For the 
manufacturing process used to generate these samples, 50 
kGy is considered the worst case radiation exposure neces 
sary to ensure a 10 sterility assurance level and was there 
fore chosen to illustrate the invention. Previous work has 
demonstrated a strong correlation between the radiation dose 
applied to polypropylene spunbond samples and the amount 
of tensile loss that occurs. It should be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that controlling the bioburden of the non 
woven fabric may allow for a lower dose of radiation to ensure 
the same sterility assurance level. Tensile Testing: For all 
examples and comparative examples, tensile testing was con 
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ducted following ASTM D-5034 test method entitled: “Stan 
dard Test Method for Breaking Strength and Elongation of 
Textile Fabrics (Grab Test)'. Details of the testing method can 
be found below. 

Sample Size 6" long x 4" wide 
Crosshead 12 inches/minute 
Speed 
Gage Length 3 inches 
Load Units Pound-force 
Full-Scale Use an appropriate load cell for the material 
Load being tested so that the test value falls 

between 10 and 90% of the full-scale load. 
Break 40% 
Sensitivity 

0033 Of the sixty-four packages created for each 
example, thirty-two were immediately opened and samples 
were tested for tensile strength. As described above, each 
package contained one bundle of spunbond consisting of 100 
individual sheets. Four spunbond sheets were randomly taken 
from the one hundred present in each bundle. Two of these 
sheets had 6"x4" rectangles cut such that the tensile proper 
ties would be measured in the machine direction (MD) of the 
nonwoven. The remaining two sheets were cut Such that the 
tensile properties in the cross direction (CD) of the nonwoven 
would be tested. The reported averages for MD and CD 
tensile strength were therefore obtained by averaging sixty 
four results (2 tests per packagex32 packages per code). The 
averages from these first 32 samples that did not see radiation 
were reported as the initial (pre-radiation) tensile strength of 
the material. 
0034. After irradiation, the other 32 samples from each 
code were tested using the same sampling method above. The 
averages from these next 32 samples that did see radiation 
were reported as the tensile strength of the material after 50 
kGy dosing (post-radiation). 
0035. The % tensile loss due to radiation exposure was 
then calculated using the following formula: 

tensile strength post-radiation % tensile loss = ( x 100% 
tensile strength pre-radiation 

0036 Data Tables 

TABLE I 

Effects of Vacuum Level, Packaging OTR, and Radiation Stabilizers on Tensile Properties 
of Polypropylene Spunbond Exposed to Sterilizing Radiation (Y = 50 kGy) 

Material 

Examples 

1 1A 

2 1B 

3 2A 

4 2B 

Package OTR 
Vacuum (cm/100 in/ MD Tensile (lbf) CD Tensile (lbf) 

(mbar) day) Initial 50 kGy % loss Initial 50 kGy % loss 

10 O.2 2013 1766 -12%. 11.89 1017 - 14% 

10 O.2 2001 1794 -10%. 11.27 9.91 -1.2% 

10 O.2 17.44 16.14 -7%. 1182 10.40 -1.2% 

10 O.2 18.07 17.26 -4%. 10.57 947 -10% 
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TABLE I-continued 
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Effects of Vacuum Level, Packaging OTR, and Radiation Stabilizers on Tensile Properties 
of Polypropylene Spunbond Exposed to Sterilizing Radiation (Y = 50 kGy) 

Package OTR 
Vacuum (cm/100 in/ MD Tensile (lbf) 

Material (mbar) day) Initial 50 kGy % loss 

5 1A 10 2.3 2013 16.99 -1.6% 

6 1B 10 2.3 20.01 17:47 -1.3% 

7 2A 10 2.3 17.44 1548 -1.1% 

8 2B 10 2.3 18.07 16.46 -9% 

9 1A 100 O.2 2013 16.98 -1.6% 

10 2A 100 O.2 17.44 1551 -1.1% 

Comparative 
Examples 

C1 1A 600 O.2 2013 1461 -2.7% 

C3 2A 600 O.2 17.44 13.16 -25% 

C4 2B 10 -75* * 18.07 14.40 -20% 

NOTE: 

CD Tensile (lbf) 

Initial 50 kGy % loss 

11.89 9.89 -1.7% 

11.27 9.SS -15% 

11.82 10.11 - 14% 

10.57 9.02 - 15% 

11.89 9.56 -20% 

11.82 10.09 -15% 

11.89 7.92 -3.3% 

11.82 7.99 -3.2% 

10.57 8.00 -24% 

Reported tensile properties are peak load and represent an average of 64 samples. Standard deviations for 
the data ranged from 3% to 10% of the reported average. 

0037 Table I shows the effects of varying the vacuum 
level, the oxygen transmission rate of the packaging material, 
and the use of radiation stabilizers on the tensile strength of 
polypropylene spunbond materials that have been exposed to 
gamma radiation (Y50 kGy). The data indicates that for a 
given radiation dose, the amount of damage done to the fabric 
is dependent on all three variables for the selected nonwoven 
material. 

0038. The spunbond materials in examples 1-4 are identi 
cal to the materials in examples 5-8. Likwise, the remaining 
pressure left in the packaging prior to sealing was also the 
same for both sets of examples (10 mbar). The only difference 
was the layer used in packaging the materials. Comparing 
example 1 to 5, 2 to 6, 3 to 7, and 4 to 8, clearly shows the 
spunbond material that was packaged with the lower OTR 
layer Suffered less loss in tensile strength when exposed to 
radiation. The amount of loss, however, is still relatively low 
for both sets of examples. 
0039 Comparative example C4 demonstrates the amount 
of tensile loss that can occur if a packaging layer with a low 
OTR is not properly selected in line with the invention. 
Despite pulling a good vacuum and starting with the same 
spunbond material, the tensile loss of the spunbond in C4 is 
approximately twice as large as the tensile loss measured in 
examples 4 and 8. This set of data demonstrates that proper 
selection of packaging film with a low OTR is important to 
preserving the properties of polypropylene nonwovens when 
exposed to radiation. 
0040. The spunbond materials in examples 1 & 3 are iden 

tical to the materials in examples 9 & 10. Likewise, the 
packaging material is the same in both sets of examples. The 
only difference was the amount of vacuum pulled prior to 
sealing the samples. Comparing example 1 to 9 and 3 to 10, 
clearly shows the spunbond material that was packaged with 

the higher remaining pressure (100 mbar) suffered greater 
tensile loss when exposed to radiation. The amount of loss, 
however, is still relatively low for both sets of examples. 
0041 Comparative examples C1 and C3 demonstrate the 
amount of tensile loss that can occur if the level of vacuum is 
not properly selected in line with the invention. Despite using 
a low OTR packaging layer and starting with the same spun 
bond material, the tensile loss of the spunbond in Cl is 
approximately twice as large as the tensile loss measured in 
example 1 and 50% greater than the loss measured in example 
9. Similarly, the tensile loss of C3 is approximately twice as 
large as the tensile loss measured in example 3 and 50% 
greater than the loss measured in example 10. This set of data 
demonstrates that proper selection of the vacuum level during 
packaging is important to preserving the properties of 
polypropylene nonwovens when exposed to radiation. 
0042 Finally, the tensile data demonstrates that the radia 
tion stabilizers act synergistically with the vacuum and low 
OTR packaging layer. First, a comparison of comparative 
example C1 with C3 Suggests that when a vacuum level 
outside the range of the invention is applied, the presence of 
the hindered amine stabilizers in the polypropylene spunbond 
provide little or no benefit to the amount of tensile loss 
observed after irradiation. 
0043. Surprisingly, however, when the hindered amines 
are used in conjunction with vacuum and low OTR packaging 
materials, there is a statistically significant impact on the MD 
tensile loss measured. This improvement in MD tensile with 
the use of the hindered amines can be observed by comparing 
examples 1 & 3, 2 & 4, 5 & 7, 6 & 8, and 9 & 10. In each of 
these comparisons, the amount of MD tensile strength is 
improved by approximately 4% to 6% when the hindered 
amines are present in the polypropylene. This corresponds to 
approximately a 33 to 50% reduction in tensile loss post 
radiation. 
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TABLE II 

Effect of Radiation Method on Tensile Properties of Polypropylene Spunbond 

Package OTR 
Vacuum 

Examples Material (mbar) day) Initial 50 kGy % loss 

11 (g) 2B 10 O.2 18.07 17.26 -4% 
11 (e) 2B 10 O.2 18.07 16.94 -6% 
12 (g) 2B 10 2.3 18.07 16.46 -9% 
12 (e) 2B 10 2.3 18.07 16.60 -8% 

NOTE: 
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= 50 kG 

(cm/100 in MD Tensile (lbf CD Tensile (lbf 

Initial 50 kGy % loss 

1O.S7 947 -10% 
1O.S7 9.62 -9% 
1O.S7 9.02 -15% 
10.57 9.05 -14% 

Reported tensile properties are peak load and represent an average of 64 independent samples. Standard 
deviations for the data ranged from 3% to 10% of the reported average. 
(g) Dosed with 50 kGy of gamma radiation 
(e) Dosed with 50 kGy of electron beam radiation 

0044) Table II shows the effects of varying the source of 
the radiation. In this case the same fabric material is either 
exposed to a gamma radiation source or an electron beam 
Source Such that the same dose of radiation is imparted to the 
sample (Y-50 kGy). The data indicates that for a given 
radiation dose, the resulting loss intensile properties is simi 
lar. This is Surprising in light of several articles that suggest 
electron beam radiation should impart less damage to sensi 
tive materials than gamma radiation. 
0045 Turning to FIG. 1, package 10 may be used for 
packaging individual or multiple products such as, by way of 
example only, Surgical or other type gowns, gloves, masks, 
drapes, packs, covers, and the like. Package 10 comprises 
outer members 12, 14 which are oxygen impermeable and 
sealed, for example, by means of heat seal lines 16.18, and 20, 
thereby forming interior 22 in package 10. Members 12, 14 
can be a single layer of material, or a laminate of more than 
one layer of the same or different material, and in either case 
will include an EVOH layer for purposes of oxygen imper 
meability. Product 24, which is preferably a nonwoven 
polypropylene material, is placed in interior 22, and then 
package 10 is sealed along periphery 28. If desired, notches 
26 may be cut in package 10 to facilitate product removal. 
0046 While this invention has been described as having a 
preferred embodiment, it will be understood that it is capable 
of further modifications. It is therefore intended to cover any 
variations, equivalents, uses, or adaptations of the invention 
following the general principles thereof, and including Such 
departures from the present invention as come or may come 
within known or customary practice in the art to which this 
invention pertains and fall within the limits of the appended 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. In combination, a product vacuum packaged in a pack 

age to reduce tensile strength loss of the product after steril 
ization by radiation, comprising: 

a package comprising a layer having an oxygen transmis 
sion rate equal to or less than about 0.2 cubic centimeter 
of oxygen per 100 inches squared per 24 hours, and 
having an interior, and 

a product in the interior of the package, 
the interior of the package having a vacuum therein at a 

pressure equal to or less than about 100 millibars, 
the package and the product being sterilized by radiation 

resulting in the product having a reduction in its tensile 
strength less than about 20% after radiation. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the radiation is 
gamma radiation. 

3. The combination of claim 1 wherein the layer is ethylene 
vinyl alcohol. 

4. The combination of claim 1 the product comprises a 
polyolefin material. 

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein the polyolefin mate 
rial is a nonwoven polypropylene material. 

6. The combination of claim 1 wherein the vacuum in the 
package is about 10 millibars. 

7. The combination of claim 6 wherein the reduction in 
tensile strength is less than about 14%. 

8. The combination of claim 4 further comprising a stabi 
lizer in the polyolefin material. 

9. In combination, a product vacuum packaged in a pack 
age to reduce tensile strength loss of the product after steril 
ization by radiation, comprising: 

a package comprising an ethylene vinyl alcohol layer hav 
ing an oxygen transmission rate equal to or less than 
about 0.2 cubic centimeter of oxygen per 100 inches 
squared per 24 hours, and having an interior, and 

a product in the interior of the package, the product com 
prising a nonwoven polypropylene material, 

the interior of the package having a vacuum therein at a 
pressure equal to or less than about 10 millibars, 

the package and the product being sterilized by radiation 
resulting in the product having a reduction in its tensile 
strength of less than about 14% after radiation. 

10. The combination of claim 9 wherein the radiation is 
gamma radiation. 

11. In combination, a product vacuum packaged in a pack 
age to reduce tensile strength loss of the product after steril 
ization by radiation, comprising: 

a package comprising a layer having an oxygen transmis 
sion rate equal to or less than about 2.3 cubic centimeter 
of oxygen per 100 inches squared per 24 hours, and 
having an interior, and 

a product in the interior of the package, 
the interior of the package having a vacuum therein at a 

pressure equal to or less than about 10 millibars, 
the package and the product being sterilized by radiation 

resulting in the product having a reduction in its tensile 
strength less than about 17% after radiation. 

12. The combination of claim 11 wherein the radiation is 
gamma radiation. 
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13. The combination of claim 11 wherein the layer is eth 
ylene vinyl alcohol. 

14. The combination of claim 11 the product comprises a 
polyolefin material. 

15. The combination of claim 14 wherein the polyolefin 
material is a nonwoven polypropylene material. 

16. The combination of claim 11 further comprising a 
stabilizer in the polyolefin material. 

17. A method of packaging a product in a package to reduce 
tensile strength loss of the product after sterilization by radia 
tion, comprising the steps of 

providing a package comprising a layer having an oxygen 
transmission rate equal to or less than about 0.2 cubic 
centimeter of oxygen per 100 inches squared per 24 
hours, and having an interior, 
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providing a product in the interior of the package, 
creating a vacuum in the package containing the product to 

a pressure equal to or less than about 10 millibars, and 
thereafter Sterilizing the package and product with radia 

tion resulting in the product having a reduction in its 
tensile strength less than about 14%. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the radiation is gamma 
radiation. 

19. The method of claim 17 wherein the layer comprises 
ethylene vinyl alcohol. 

20. The method of claim 17 wherein the product comprises 
a nonwoven polypropylene material. 
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