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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Lou Is SPENCER LEVY, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of the borough of Manhattan, in the 
city, county and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Tablets, of which the following is 
a specification. 
My invention relates to tablets and refers 

particularly to medicinal preparations in 
tended for external use only. 
One object of my invention is a tablet the 

construction of which will practically pre 
vent the swallowing of the same. 
Another object of my invention is a tab 

let of an elongated shape, and of such a 
length that it is practically imposible to 
insert it into the throat through the ordi 
nary process of swallowing. 
Another object of my invention is a tablet 

in which the size or shape in conjunction 
with its odor or taste will warn the person 
attemping to swallow it of its unusual char 
acter. sy 

Another object of my invention is a tab 
let of Such a size and shape as to practically 
prevent its being swallowed, and being capa 
ble of exact division into fractional parts. 
Another object of my invention is a tab 

let of such a size and shape that its practical 
impossibility of being swallowed will act 
as a warning that it is not intended for in 
ternal use. 
These and other objects will be apparent 

upon a consideration of my specification and 
claims. 
There are many valuable medicinal and 

pharmaceutical preparations intended only 
for external use, such as antiseptics, germi 
cides, etc., which are extremely dangerous or 
fatal when taken internally, either by acci 
dent or design, and numerous methods have 
been suggested as warnings of the dangerous 
properties of the ingredients. These sug 
gestions have taken the form of peculiar 
shaped bottles, or in the instances in which 
the chemicals are presented in solid form, 
colored and peculiar shaped tablets have 
been proposed. That these proposed warn 
ings are of little or no value, is evident when 
consideration is given the fact that harmless 
medicines intended for internal use, are 
sold in bottles of fanciful shapes and are of 
themselves colored and of various odd and 
uncommon forms. Hence, the shape and 
color of the medicinal compound, or the 
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shape or form of its container, carries no 
Warning to even the careful and well-in 
formed person and is an attraction, rather 
than a restraint, to their internal use by 
children. As the dangerous properties of 
chemicals of this class are exhibited only 
after they are swallowed, it is evident that 
the only successful preventive of this un 
desired result is some method whereby the 
Swallowing of the chemicals is rendered im 
possible, and my invention relates to a proc 
ess of practically accomplishing this result. 
The human throat is so constructed that 

it is possible of Some expansion in the proc 
ess of SWallowing and hence is capable of 
allowing the passage of ordinary pills and 
tablets of considerable size without material 
inconvenience, due not only to this property 
of the throat but also to the form or shape 
of such pills and tablets, which adapt them 
Selves with ease to the process. 
Attempts have been made to produce tab 

lets incapable or extremely difficult of be 
ing Swallowed by incorporating foreign 
objects that will stick in the throat, but 
these are difficult to manufacture and are ex 
pensive, and the foreign object is objection 
able in the ordinary or prescribed use of the 
tablet. I have approached the problem in 
a Scientific and systematic manner, and my 
conception, that elongated or rod-like tab 
lets of a proper length would be practically 
impossible to swallow, whether the elon 
gated tablet was either in line with or trans 
verse to the line of the throat, has been 
proven by my experiments. 
The difficulty experienced in Swallowing 

my device rests not alone in the inability of 
the throat to allow of its passage, but upon 
a number of other qualities it possesses, 
among which are the difficulty experienced 
by the tongue in carrying it to the throat 
and the difficulty in moistening it with 
saliva. This difficulty of swallowing is not 
only a valuable property as a preventive to 
the internal introduction of the tablet, but 
is a decided and effective warning of the 
unusual character of the chemicals, due to 
the shape within the mouth, the swallowing 
of it thus being deterred through the sense 
of feeling. 
My device is particularly valuable in 

those cases where the tablet is to be dis 
Solved for external use, as its shape allows 
of its ready and exact division into frac 
tional parts, where smaller solutions are de 
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sired, or where the strength of the solution is to be varied from theisual standard, and, 
in addition, on account of its shape, it ex 
poses a greater surface area for the amount 
of its contents than any of the presentem 
ployed tablets, thus causing a more thor 
ough solution with greater rapidity, prop 
erties which are of extreme importance in 
tablets of this character. . 
My device also has great value when the 

remedial chemicals employed are combined 
or mixed with ingredients, such as essential 
oils or other substances possessing disagree 
able odors or tastes, or both, as deterrents 
to internal use, as the increased surface area. 
allows these ingredients to be more rapidly 
liberated because of this greater exposed 
area. 

My device has the additional advantage 
of allowing the incorporation of other solu 
ble compounds to the poisonous chemicals in 
order to increase the bulk or size of the tab 
let, such additional compounds being neu 
tral, or of a medicinal character as emetics, 
or of use simply as binders, or aids to solubility. 
My device therefore becomes an unman 

ageable and repulsive object within the 
mouth, practically incapable of being swal 
lowed. 

It is to be noted that my device possesses 
not only these unique and valuable proper 
ties, but also possesses the deterrent proper 
ties of the present known tablets, in that its 
shape and size are suggestive, it can be 
colored any desired shade, and can be in 
cased in any particular character of con 
tainer. 
As an example of my invention, I make a 

tablet composed of bichlorid of mercury, 
and such other ingredients as may be de 
sired, by compressing and forming the mix 

and diameter at variance with that 
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ture of materials into a tablet of approxi 
mately cylindrical or rod-like form of about 
one and one-quarter inches in length and 
one-quarter of an inch in diameter, this 
length having been found to be effective as 
a substantial preventive of swallowing the 
S80. 

It is of course evident that the tablet may be square, triangular, elliptical, or of any 
other shape in cross-section, and of a length 

given 
in the example, without going beyond the 
scope of my invention, which is a tablet in 
tended for external use of such an elongated 
shape that it is practically impossible to 
swallow it. 
What is claimed, is: 
1. As a new article of manufacture, an 

elongated tablet containing bichlorid of 
mercury, compressed or molded into a rod 
like shape, having a diameter of approxi 
mately one-quarter inch and a longest di 
mension of approximately one and one 
quarter inches, to practically prevent the 
swallowing thereof on account of the caus 
ation of pharyngeal spasm. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, an 
elongated tablet containing bichlorid of 
mercury, compressed or molded into an 
angular rod-like shape, having a diameter 
of approximately one-quarter inch and a 
longest dimension of approximately one and 
one-quarter inches, to practically prevent 
the swallowing thereof on account of the 
causation of pharyngeal spasm. 

Signed at New York city, in the county 
of New York and State of New York this 
15th day of February, 1916. 

LOUIS SPENCER LEWY. 
Witnesses: 

G. H. RAYMOND, 
TERESA W. LYNCH. 
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