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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A transparent foldable sheet of material contains a
group of printed blocks arranged in a uniform pattern of
rows and columns with each block defining a location for
mounting an article such as a bottle cap or the like. A
strip of clear adhesive runs down each row or column on
the back of the sheet and is covered over with a backing
strip which is removed when an article is to be attached.
The top of the sheet is attached to a stiff header which,
for example, may be made out of cardboard. The unit is
constructed so that when it is filled with mounted articles
it can be folded into a neat compact package.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the invention

This invention is directed toward a device which is used
for attaching packaging and displaying articles such as
bottle caps or the like. In particular it is discussed toward
providing means by which quantities of articles of this
nature can be saved, for example, when saving for pre-
miums offered by a manufacturer. It is further directed
toward providing convenient storage whereby the at-
tached articles are displayed for quick visual inspection
and the quantities are quickly determined. At the same
time the invention provides means whereby the mounting
device can be easily folded up into a neat compact pack-
age and stored away after it is filled with the articles.
Heretofore articles of this nature were usually just thrown
into containers such as bags or boxes and then when re-
deemed they had to be dumped out and inspected and
countered one at a time.

SUMMARY

A sheet of foldable transparent material, such as a
clear polyethylene of a suitable size and shape, is marked
off with a number of blocks arranged in rows and col-
umns with each block defining a location for an article
to be attached. On the back of the sheet a clear adhesive
is applied to each block and is covered over with a strip
of protective material. The protective material is removed
to attach an article to the back of the sheet. The blocks
are arranged in a uniform fashion so that when the holder
is completely filled it can be folded up into a convenient
and compact package for storage and transportation. As
an added feature, a stiffener made out of cardboard or
the like is attached along the top edge of the polyethylene
sheet and it can be used for various purposes. For exam-
ple, instructions on how to use the holder or advertise-
ment can be printed on the header.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a front view illustration of a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of the embodiments
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 showing the manner in which
an article such as a bottle cap is attached to the device;
and

FIG. 4 is a rear perspective view of the holder filled
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with attached articles illustrating the manner in which
it can be folded into a compact package.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

A thin sheet 10 of transparent flexible material such
as polyethylene contains four sets of printed square blocks
11. Typically, with no limitation thereto being intended,
the sheet may be in the order of .0015 inch thick and
approximately 14 x 14 inches square. Each set of blocks
11 takes up approximately one quadrant of the sheet 10.
The dimensions of the blocks and, correspondingly, the
number of blocks in a set, are selected according to the
size of the article which is to be held and displayed.
Each of the blocks 11 defines an area in which a single
article should be mounted. In a typical case for mounting
an_average size bottle cap, the blocks 11 are approxi-
mately 1% inch square and the overall dimension of each
set of blocks, containing blocks in a square five by five
arrangement, is slightly less than 6 inches square. An un-
filled space of approximately 1%& inch appears between
each adjacent set of blocks.

On the back of the transparent sheet 10 down the cen-
ter of each column of blocks 11 within the respective sets,
a strip 12 of transparent adhesive is formed. The adhesive
is shown only on two of the sets in FIG. 1 for clarity.
The adhesive is preferably a pressure-sensitive variety and
can be selected from any of a number of commercially
available adhesives. It can be purchased in strip form
already on a backing layer or it can be applied to the
sheet by machine or some other process and then covered
over with a protective backing layer 13. In order to mount
an article, such as bottle cap 14, at a block-designated
location the backing strip 13 is pulled off and the adhesive
strip 12 will remain on the sheet in the manner illustrated
in FIG. 3. The face of the bottle cap 14 is then pressed
onto the adhesive 12 where it is held at its location and
the face of the cap is visible through the front of the sheet.
When all of the blocks 11 are filled with bottle caps, the
sheet 10 is folded up in the manner partially illustrated in
FIG. 4, by first folding the bottom half over the back of
the top half and then folding the left quadrant over the
right or vice versa. This produces a smaller flat compact
package which is easy to store and carry. When the caps
are turned in for redemption, the sheet merely has to be
unfolded to observe that all the bottle caps are correct
and to see at a glance that a quantity of 100 bottle caps
are being redeemed. This is considerably easier and more
convenient compared to the previous practice of hand
assorting and counting.

Attached across the top of the sheet 10 by adhesive
or stitching or some other convenient way is a cardboard
header 15. This header serves multiple purposes. First of
all, it is provided with a small hole 16 by which the device
can be hung on a nail or a peg so that it is easy to mount
and see the bottle caps as they are attached. A further
feature is that facsimiles of the various bottle caps and/or
advertisement or directions for using the display device
can be conveniently printed on the header so it can be
observed readily by the user. Still another feature is
achieved by providing a pair of spaced-apart vertical score
lines 17 and 18 near the center of the header. When the
sheet is filled with the bottle caps and folded over in the
manner previously described and as partially illustrated
in FIG. 4, the header 15 is then folded over the package
to stiffen, stabilize and protect the package. This makes
it easier to stack the packages one atop another and to
carry them in bundles.

Although the preferred embodiment of this invention
has been described as it is used for mounting and dis-
playing bottle caps, it is clear that the device can be used
for holding other articles such as coins, jewelry, savings
tokens, etc., with all of its attendant features and ad-
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vantages. Furthermore, it is apparent that the arrange-
ment of the blocks and the sets is an arbitrary choice
provided the arrangement is such that the device, when
filled with articles, can be conveniently folded into a
compact package. The number of blocks in a set and the
number of sets per holder is also a matter of choice de-
pending on the type, size and shape of the article and
provided that it can be folded up into a compact package.
Although in the preferred embodiment the header is con-
structed out of cardboard, it is clear that it can be made
out of numerous materials to provide the same functions
and attain the same features. Further, it is clear that
the adhesive can be attached in spot form at each block
location and that other minor variations can be made
within the teachings of this invention.

The spaces between adjacent sets of blocks on the
transparent mounting sheet not only are designed to
allow the sheet to be folded up conveniently when filled
with articles, but also to provide additional space for
advertising and/or identification copy.

I claim: :

1. A display holder for bottle caps and the like, com-
prising: a sheet of uncovered foldable transparent ma-
terial containing an imprinted plurality of sets of blocks
clearly visible from either the front or the back of the
sheet, each of said blocks defining a location for an article
to be mounted on said sheet and each of said sets de-
fining a foldable area of said sheet said imprinted blocks
being arranged identically in rows and columns in each
set whereby the number of articles mounted on the sheet
in the blocks can be determined at a glance; and trans-
parent adhesive on the back of said sheet in each block
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for removably attaching articles face first against said
sheet whereby each mounted article can be identified at
a glance from the front of said sheet.

2. A display holder as in claim 1 wherein said im-
printed blocks are square and are arranged to form an
even number of square sets, each set being spaced-apart
from adjacent sets sufficiently so that when articles are
mounted in all of the blocks the sheet can be folded com-
pactly with the sets lying on top of one another.

3. A display holder as in claim 2 further including
a flat header fixedly attached to the upper edge of said
sheet made out of material substantially stiffer than said
sheet.

4. A display holder as in claim 3 wherein said header
contains vertical parallel score lines for folding the header
about the folded sheet.

5. A display holder as in claim 2 wherein the adhesive
is on the back of the sheet in strip form along each column
of blocks and is covered with a removable backing strip.
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