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Application filed March 21, 1881. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, CHARLES S. MILLET
and JoHN F. ROGERS, citizens of the United
States, bothresiding at Rockland,in the county
of Plymouth and State of Massachusetts,have
invented a new and useful Workman’s Breast-
Shield, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

Our invention relates to that class of shields
which are used by workingmen to wear upon
the person for the purpose of resting the arti-
cle being worked upon or held against; and it
consists in forming a strong firm case, more or
less rigid, for the outer part.of this device, and
in combining with the same an elastic lining
to rest more directly against the person, aud
thus distribute the pressure in such a manner
that it will relieve the user and secure him
against injury that is liable to oceur from con-
stant pressure on a limited area of the person.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of our invention. Tig. 2 is a horizontal
section of the same.

The outer or rigid part of our device consists
of a firm and strong piece of wood, hard rub-
ber, or metal, or any combinations of the same,
formed substantially as shown, so as to pro-
vide, first, a proper working-surface, A’—that
is, a surface for being pressed against by the
article worked upon or held—and side parts or
braces, A A? the function of which is to form
a support for the edges of the yielding elastic
lining C €/ C% This elastic yielding lining
C ¢’ C* may be fastened to the rigid parts by
means of tacks, serews, stitching, or cement.

D D D D are convenient ears or eyebolts
for the purpose of connecting this shield to the

person, which may be done by any suitable
lashings.

If desirable, perforations b b b may be made
in the parts A A? for allowing free passage of
air into or out of the interior of the shield, for
the purpose of allowing the elastic part C C/ C*
to act more freely in distributing the pressure,
also to relieve the shield of any tendency to
heat the person wearing it.

We are aware that pads more or less thick
have been worn, in conneection with aprous, for
the purpose of protecting the person of the
wearer; but heretofore these devices were of
but little use, as they did not serve to distrib-
ute a great pressure exerted on a limited area
of the shield itself to a great area on the per-
son. In our device a pressare of one hundred
pounds might be exerted upon a single inch
of the shield, and then transferred to the elas-
tie part C C’ C? over the entire person covered
by the shield. Thus the pressure will become
so distributed as to be harmless to the person
wearing the same. ~

We claim asour invention, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, the following:

In a workman’s breast-shield, the combina-
tion of the rigid form A A’ A? with the elastic
lining C ¢’ C?, substantially as described, and
for the purpose set forth.

Witness our hands this 15th day of March,
A. D. 188l1.

CHARLES S. MILLET.
JOHN F. ROGERS.

Witnesses:
L. MARIA GURNEY,
MARY E. WELLMAN.
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