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(57) ABSTRACT 

A process is provided for expanding the population of 
endothelial cells obtained from peripheral blood which can 
be transformed with a vector comprising a DNA sequence 
encoding a preselected bioactive polypeptide. The resulting 
transgenic endothelial cells are useful to biocompatibilize 
implantable medical devices or can be used directly, as for 
gene therapy. 
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Hrvi II/SQ/egfp, HF8sogtp.gp, original HB- with B-domain SQ insert based 
on Lind et al., Bur J. Biochem, 232, p21 primer sequence, containing egPP 
protein sequences 
ATGCAAATAGAGCTCTCCACCTGCTTCTTCTGTGCCTTTTGCGAT 
TCTGCTTT 
AGTGCCACCAGAAGATACTACCTGGGTGCATGGAACTGTCATGG 
GACTATANGCAAAGTGA 
TCTCGGTGAGCTGCCTGTGGACGCAAGATTTCCTCCTAGAGTGCC 
AAAATCTCCACAA 
CACCCAGTCGTGTACAAAAAG ACTCTGTTTGTAGAATTCACGGTT 
CACCTTTTCAACATCGC 
TAAGCCAAGGCCACCCTGGATGGGTCTGCTAGGTCCTACCATCCA 
GGCTGAGGTTTATGATAC 
AGTGGTCATTACACTTAAGAACATGGCTTCCCATCCTGTCAGTCTT 
CATGCTGTTGGGTATCC 
TACTGGAAAGCTCTGAGGGAGCTGAATAGATGATO AGACCAGT 
CAAAGGGAGAAAGAAGA 
TCATAAATCTCCC ccTGGAAGCCAACAATGTCTGGCAGGTC 
C CAAA?ee AAGGCC 
AATGGCCTCTGACCCACTGTGCCTTACCTACTCATATCTTTCTCAT 
GGG ACCNGGAAAACA 
CTTGAACAGGCC CATGGAGCCCYACTATATGTAGAGAAGG 
GAGTCTGGCCAAGGAAA 
AACACAGACCTTGCACAAATTTAACTACTTTTTGCTGTATTTGA 
GAAGGGAAAAGGC 
ACTCAGAAACAAAGAACTCCTGAGCAGGATAGGGAGCGCAT 
CTGCTCGGGCCTGGCCT 
AAAANGCACACAGTCAAGGTTAGAAACAGGTCTCTGCCAGGT 
CGA GGAGCCACAG 
GAAACAGTCATGGCATGTGATTGGAATGGGCACCACCCTGA 
AGTGCACTCAATATTCCT 
CGAAGGTCACACAT. CTTGTGAGGAACCATCGCCAGGCGTCCTT 
GGAAA CTCGCCAA AAC 
TTTCCTTACTGCTOAAACACTCTTGATGGACCTTGGACAGTTTCTA 
CGTTTGTCATATCTCT 
TCCCACCAACAGATGGCATGGAAGCTATGTCAAAGTAGACAGC 
TGTCCAGAGGAACCCCA 
ACTACGAATGAAAAATAATGAAGAAGCGGAAGACTATGATGATGA 
TCTTACTGATTCTGAAA 
TGGATGGGTCAGGTTTGATGATGACAACTCTCCTTCCTTTATCCA 
AATCGCTCAGTTGCCA 
AGAAGCATCCTAAAACTTGGGTACATTACATTGCTGCTGAAGAGG 
AGGACTGGG ACTATGCT 
CCCTTAGTCCTCGCCCCCGATGACAGAAGTTATAAAAGTCAATATT 
GAACAAGGCCCCA 

CGGATTGGTAGGAAGTACAAAAAAGTCCGATTTATGGCA ACACA 
GATGAAACCTTTAAG AC 
TCGTGAAGCTATCAGCATGAATCAGGAATCTTGGGACCTTTACT 
TAGGGGAAGTTGGAGA 
CACACTGTTGA TATATTAAGAATCAAGCAAGCAGACCAATAA 
CATCACCCTCACGGAAT 
CAC GAGCCGTCCTTGTATTCAAGGAGATTACCAAAAGGTGTA 
AAACATTTGAACGATTT 
TCCAATCGCCAGGAGAAAATTCAAATAAAAGGACAGTGAC 
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TNAGAAATGGGCCAA 
CAAATCAGACCTCGGGCCTGACCCGCTATTACTCTAGTTTCGT 
TAATATGGAGAGAGATC 
TAGCTTCACGACCATGGCCCTCTCCTCATCTGCTACAAACAATC 
Te AGATOAAAAGGAA 
ACCAATAATGTCAGACAAGAGGAATGTCATCOTGTTTTCTGTATT 
Te AAAACOGEAAC 
GG ACCTCACAGAGAAAACAACGCTTTCTCCCCAATCCAGCTG 
GAGTGCAGCTTGAGGATC 
CAGAGTCCAAGCCTCCAACATCATGCACACATCAATGGCTATG 
TTTTTGATAGTTTGCAGT 
TGTCAGTTTGTTTGCATGAGGTGGCATACTGGTACATTCTAAGCAT 
TGGACCACAGACCACT 
TCCTTTCTGTCTTCTTCTCTGGATATACCTOAAACACAAAATGGTC 
TANIAAACACACTCAC 
CCTATTCCCATTCTCAGGAGAAACTGTCTTCATGTCGATGGAAAAC 
COAGGCTATGGATTCT 
GGGG eCCAOAACCACACTCGGAACAGAGGCATGACCGCCTT 
ACGAAGGTTTCTAGTG 
TCACAAAACACGGTGATAACGAGGACAGTATGAACAAT 
CACA ACT NeCe AG 
AAAAACAATCCAeAACCAGG 
ACC COAAAAGGGAGCAAGGGCGAGGAGC 
TGTOACCGG GGTGGTGCCC 
A CCTGGTCG, AGCGGACGG CGACGTAAAC GGCCACAAGT 
TCAGCGGC CGGCGAGGGC 
GAGGGCGATG CCACCACGG CAAGCTGACC CTGAAGTTCA 
CGCACCAC CGGCAAGCTG 

CCCGTGCCCT GGCCCACCCT CGTGACCACC CTGACCTACG 
GCGTGCAGTG. CTTCAGCCGC 
TACCCCGACCACATGAAGCA GCACGACTTC TTCAAGTCCG 
CCAGCCCGEA AGGCACGTC 
CAGGAGCGCA CCACCTT CAAGGACCAC GGCAACTACA 
AG ACCCGCGC CGAGGTGAAG 

CGAeGGCG ACACCCGG GAACCGCAC GAGCTGAAGG 
GCA CGACT CAAGGAGGAC 
GCCAAATCC GGGGCACAA GCTGGAGTAC AACTACAACA 
GCCACAACGT CTATATCATG 
GCCACAAGC AGAAAACGG CATCAAGGG AACCAAGA 
TCCGCCACAA CATCG. AGGAC 
GGCAGCGTGC AGCTCGCCGA CCACTACCAG CAGAACACCC 
CCATCGGCGA CGGCCCCGTG 
CNGCGCCCG ACAACCACTA CCGAGCACC CAGTCCGCCC 
TeleCAAAA CCCCAACCAC 
AAGCGCGATC ACATGGTCCT GCTGGAGTTC GTGACCGCCG 
CCGGGATCAC TCTCGGCATG 
GACGAGC GT ACAAGTATCCACCAGTCTTGAAACGCCATCAACGG 
GAAAAACTCGTACTACTCT 
CAGTCAGATCAAGAGG 
AAATGACA CAA ACCAATCATTGAAAGAAGAAGGAAG 
ATTTTGACATTTAGATG 
AGGAAGAAAATCAGAGCCCCCGCAGCTTTCAAAAGAAAACACGAC 
ACTATATTGCGCA 
GTGGAGAGGCTCTGGGATTATGGGATGAGTAGCTCCCCACATGTT 

FIG. 3B 



Patent Application Publication Jan. 19, 2006 Sheet 5 of 13 US 2006/0013805 A1 

CAAGAAACAGGGCTCA 
GATGGCAGTGTCCCTCAGTTCAAGAAAGTTGTTTTCCAGGAATTT 
ACTGATGGCTCCTTTAC 
TCAGCCCTA ACCGTGGAGAACTAAATGAACATTGGGACTCCT 
GGGGCCAAATAAGAG. 
CAGAAGTYGAAGAAAACANGGAACTTTCACAAATCAGGCCT 
CTCGTCCCTATTCCTTCT 
ATCAGCCTTATTCTTATGAGGAAGATO AGAGGCAAGGAGCAG 
AACCTAGAAAAAACTT 
GCAAGCCAATGAAACCAAAACTTACTTTTGGAAAGTGCAACAT 
CATATGGCACCCACAA 
ACAGATTCACGCAAAGCCTGGGCITATTCTCTGATGTGAC 
CTGGAAAAAGATGTGCA 
CTOAGGCCGATTGG ACCCCTTCTGGTCTGCCACACTAACACACTG 
AACCCTGC CATGGGAG 
ACAAGTGACAGTACAGGAATTTGCCTGTTTTCACCACTTGAT 
GAGACCAAAAGCGGA 
CTTCACGAAAAAGGAAAAAACTGCAGGGCTCCCTGCAATAT 
CCAGATGGAAG ACCCA 
CAAAACAATA CGCTCCAGCAATCAATCGCTACAAAT 
GGATACAC ACC eleC 

Aer AAGGCCAGATCAAAGG ACCACGTAC GCCAGCA 
TGGGCAGOAAGAAAAC 
ATCCATTCTATTCATTTCAGTGGACATGTGTTCACTGTACGAAAAA 
AAAcc AATAAAAG 
GCACGTACAATCC ATCCAGGGTTTTCAGACAGTGGAAATGT 
TACCACCAAAGCGGA 
ATTTGGCGGGTGGAATGCCTTATTGGCGAGCATCTACAGCTGGG 
ATGAGCACACTCG 
GTGACAGCAATAAGTTCACACTCCCCTGGGAATGGCTCTGGA 
CACATAeAGATTCAC 
ATACAGCCAGGACAATAGGACAGTGGGCCCCAAAGCTGGCC 
AG ACTTCATATCCGG 
ATCAA NCAAGCCGGAGCACCAAGGAGCCCTTTCTGGATCAA 
GGGGATCTGTGGCACC 
AATGATATTCACGGCACAAACCCAGGGGCCCGTCAGAAGTT 
CTCCAGCCICACATCTC 
TCAGTTTATCATCATGTATAGTCTTGATGGGAAGAAGTGGCAGACT 
ACGAGGAAATCOAC 

TGGAACC TAATGGNCCTGGCAAGGGACACGGGATA 
AAACACAATATTTTTAA 
CCCTCCAATTATTGCTCGATACATCCGTTEGCACCCAACTCATTAT 
AGCATTCGCAGCAC CT 
CGCA GGAGTYGANGGGCTG GATT AAATAGTGCAGCATGCCA 
TGGGAATGGAAGAA 
AeCAAATCAGANGCACAGATTACTGCTTCATCCTACTTTACCAAT 
ATGTTTGCCACCTGGTC 
TCCCAAAAGCCACTCACCCCAAGGGAGGAGAAGCCTG 
GAGACCCAGGGAAA 
ATCCAAAAATCGC (GCAA CGACTCCAAAACAATGAAAG 
TCACACGAer AACTACT 
CAGGGAGAAAA CTCTCCTTACCAGCATGTAGGAAGGAGTTC 
C CATCCOAGOATCAA 
GATGGCCATCAGTGGACTCTCTTTTTTCACAATGGCAAAGAAAG 

FIG. 3C 
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GTTTTTCAGGGAAATCAA 
CACTCCTTCACACCTTGGTGAACTCTCTAGACCCACCGTTACTGA 
CTCGCTACCTTCGAATT 
CACCCCCAA TGGCTGOACCAGATTGCCCGAGGATGGAGGTT 
CTGGGCTGCGAGGCACA 
GGACCTCTACTGAt 

FIG. 3D 
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GAATTCCGGAA COAGCTGCTGGGAATGTGGTCACTTAGGGGGGAAATCCCCAGG 
CCCCCAGCAGGCAGAAGATGOAAAGCATGCATCTCAATTAGTCAGOAACCACGTGTGGAAAG 
TCCCCAGGCCCCOAGCAGGCACAAG ACCAAACAGCATCCAATTAGTCAGCAACCATAG 
TCCCGCCCCTAACTCCGCCCATCCCGCCCCTAACTCCGCCCAGTTCCGCCCA TCTCCGCCCCA 
GGCTGACTAATTTTTTTTATTA GOAGAGGCCGAGGCCGCCTCGGCCTCTGAGCTATCOAG 

AAGTAGTCAGGAGGCTTTTTGGAGGGGTCCTCCTCGTATAGAAACTCGGACCACTCTGAGACG 
AAGGCTCGCGTCCAGGCCACCACGTAACGEAGGCAAGTGGGAGGGGAGCGGCGCTCCACTA 
GGGGGTCCACCGCCCAGGGGGAAGACACAGTCGCCCTCTCGGCACAAGGAAGGGAT 
TGGTTTATAGGTGTAGGCCACCCACCGGGGTCCCAAGGGGGGGATAAAAGGGGGTGGGG 
GCGCGTTCGTCCTCACTCTCTCCGCATCGCTGTCTGCGAGGGCCAGCTGTTGGGCTCGCGGTT 
GAGCACAAACTCTTCGCGGTCTTTCCAGTACTCTTGGATCGGAAACCCGTCGGCCCCGAACGG 
TACTCCGCCACCGAGGGACCTGAGCGAGTCCGCATCGACCGGATCGGAAAACCTCCGAGCCAC 
C 
At GCAAATAGAGCTCTCCACCTGCTTCTTTCTGTGCCTTTTGCGATTCTGCTTAGTGCCACCA 
GAAGATACTACCTGGGGCAGGGAACTGTCAGGGACTATATGCAAAGTGATCTCGGGAGCT 
GCCTGGGACGCAAGATTTCCTCCTAGAGTGCCAAAATCTTTTCCA TOAACACCCAGTCGTG 
TACAAAAAG ACTCTGTTTGTAGAATTCACGGTTCACCTTTTCAACATCGCTAAGCCAAGGCCAC 
CCTGGATGGGTCTGCTAGGTCCTACCATCOAGGCTGAGGTTTAGATACAGTGGTCATACACT 
TAAGAACATGGCTTCCCATCCTGTCAGTCTTCATGCTGTTGGGTATCCTACTGGAAAGCTTCT 
GAGGGAGCTGAATAGATGACAGACCAGOAAAGGGAGAAAAACAGAAAAGCTCCCTG 
GTGGAAGCCATACATATGTCTGGCAGGTCCTGAAAGAGAATGGTCCAATGGCCTCTGACCCACT 
GTGCCTTACCTACTCATATCTTTCTCATGTGGACCTGGTAAAAGACTTGAATTCAGGCCTCATT 
GGAGCCCTACAGTANGTAGACAAGGGAGTCTGGCCAAGGAAAACACACAGACCTTGCACAAAT 

AACTACTTTTTCCTGTATTTGATGAAGGGAAAAGTGGCACTCAGAAACAAAGAACTCCTT 
GAGCAGGATAGGGATGCGCACTGCTCGGGCCTGGCCTAAAATGCACACAGTCAATGGTTAT 
GTAAACAGGCTCTCCOAGGTCTGATTGGAGCCACAGCAAATCATCACGCATGTGATTG 
GAAGGGCACCACTCC GAAGTGCAC CAATATTCCTCCAAGGCACACA TCGTGAGGAA 
CCATCGCOAGGCGTCCTTGGAAATCTCGCCAATAACTTTCCTTACTGCTCAAACACTCTTGATG 
GACCTTGGACAGTTTCTACTGTTTTGTCATATCTCTTCCCACCAACATGATGGCATGGAAGCTT 
A GTCAAACACACAGCGTCCAAGGAACCCCAACTACGAAGAAAAAAACAAGAAGCGCA 
AGACTATGAGATGACTTACTGATTC GAAATGGA GTGGTCAGGTTTCAGATGACAACTCT 
CCTTCCTTTATCCAAATTCGCTCAGTTGCCAAGAAGCATCCTAAAACTTGGGTACATTACATTG 
CTGCGAAGAGGAGGACTGGGACTATGCTCCCTTAGTCCTCGCCCCCGAGACACAAGTTATAA 
AAGTCAATATTTGAACAATGGCCCTCAGCGGATTGGTAGGAAGTACAAAAAAGTCCGATTTATG 
GCA ACACAATGAAACC TAAG ACCGTGAAGCTATTCACCACAATCAGGAAGGGGAC 
CTTACTTATGGGGAAGTTGGAGACACACTCTTGA TATATTTAAAACAAGOAACCAGACC 
AATAACATCTACCCTCACGGAACACTGAGCCGTCCTTGACAAGGAGATTACOAAAA 

FIG. 4A 
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GGGTAAAACA GAAGGACCAATCGCOAGGAGAAAACAAATAAAAGGACAC 
TGAC GTAGAAGATGGGCOAACAAATCAeATCCTCGGGCCGACCCGCA ACC Act 
CCTTAATAGGAGAGAGATCTAGCT CAGGACTCATTGGCCCTCTCCTCATCTGCTACAAACAA 
TCTGTAGATCAAAGAGGAAACCAGATAATGTCAGACAAGAGGAATGTCATCCTGTTTTCTGTAT 
TTGATGAGAACCGAAGCTGGTACCTCACAGAGAATATACAACGCTTTCTCCCCAATCCAGCTGG 
AGTGCAGCTTGAGGATCCACAGTCCAAGCCTCCAACATCATeCACAGCATCAATCGCTATGT 
TTTGATAGTTTGCAGTTGTCAGTTTGTTTGCATCACGTGGCATACTGGTACATTCTAAGCATTG 
GAGCACAGACTGACTTCCTTTCTGTCTCTCTCTGGATATACCTTCAAACACAAAATGGTCTA 
TGAAGACACACTCACCCTATTCCCATTCTCAGGAGAAACTGTCTTCATGTCGATGGAAAACCCA 
GGTCTAGGATTCTGGGGTGCCACAACTCAGACTTCGGAACAGAGGCATGACCGCCTTACTGA 
AGGTTTCTACT GNCACAAGAACACTCG GATTATACGAGGACAGTTAGAAGATATTTCAGC 
ATACTTGCTGAGTAAAAACAATGCCATTGAACCTAGGAGCTTCTCTCAGAATCCACCAGTCTTG 
AAACGCCATCAACGGGAAAAACTCG ACTAC CTCAGTCAGATCAAGAGGAAATTGACTATG 
AGA ACCAATCACGAAAGAACAAGGAAGATTCACAATGAGAGCAGAAAACA 
GAGCCCCCGCAGCTTTCAAAAGAAAACACCACACAATTGCTCCAGGGAAGGCTCTGG 
GATATGGGAGATAGCTCCCCACA GTCAAGAAACAGGGCTCAGAGGGCACGTCCCTC 
AGT CAAAAAGTTGTTTCCAGGAATTTACTGAGGCTCCTTTACTCAGCCCTTAACCGTGG 
AeAACAAAAACATTGGGACCCTGGGGCCAAATAAGAGCAGAAGTTGAACTATAATATC 
AGGTAACTTCACAAATCAGGCCTCTCGTCCCTATTCCTTCTATTCTAGCCTTATTCTTATG 
AGGAACACAGAGCCAAGGAGC AeAACCAGAAAAAACTTG CAAGCCAATCAAACCAAAAC 
ACTGGAAAGGCAACACAATGGCACCCACAAAAGATTGACTCCAAAGCCTGG 

GCTTATTTCTCTCAGTTGACCTGGAAAAAGATGTGCACTCAGGCCTGATTGGACCCCTTCTGG 
TCGCCACACTAACACACTGAACCCGC CATGGGAGACAAGGACAG ACAGGAATTCCTCT 
GTTCACCATCTTGATGAGACCAAAAGCTGGTACTTCACGAAAAAGGAAAGAAACGC 
AGGGCTCCC, GCAAATCCAGATGGAAGATCCCACTTTTAAAGAGAATTATCGCTCCATGCAA 
CAAGGCACATAATGGATACAC ACC GGCTTAGTAATGGCTCAGGATCAAAGGATTCGATG 
GTACTGCTCAGOATGGGCAGOAAGAAAACATCOATTCTATCATTCAGTGGACATGTGTTC 
ACGTACGAAAAAAAGAGGAGAAAAAGGCACTGTACAATCTCTATCCAGGTGTTTTTGAGA 
CAGGGAAAG ACCACCAAAGCGGAAGGCGGGGGAATGCCAGGCGAGCATCT 
ACATGCTGGGATGAGCACACTTTTTCTGGTGTACAGCAATAAGTGTCAGACTccCCTGGGAATG 
GCTCTGGACACATTAGAGATTCAGATTACAGCCAGGACAAATCGACAGGGGCCCCAA 
AGCTGGCCAGACTTCATTATTCCGGATCAATCAATGCCTGGAGCACCAAGGAGCCCTTTTCTTG 
GATCAAGGTGGATCTGTTGGCACCAATGATTATTCACGGCATCAAGACCCAGGGTGCCCGTCAG 
AAGTTCTCCAGCCTCTACATCTCTCAGTTTATCATCATGTATAGTCTTGATGGGAAGAAGTGGC 
AGACTTATCGAGGAAATTCCACTGGAACCTTAATGGTCTTCTTTGGCAATGTGGATTCATCTGG 
GATAAAACACAATATTTTTAACCCTCCAATTATTGCTCGATACATCCGTTTGCACCCAACTCAT 
TATAGCATTCGCAGCACTCTCGCAGGAGTTGATGGGCGTGATTTAAATAGTGCAGCATGC 
CATTGGGAATGGAGAGTAAAGCAAATCAGATGCACAGATACTGCTTCATCC ACTTACCAA 
TATGTTTCCCACCTGGTCTCCTOAAAAGCTCGACCACCTCCAAGGGAGGAGTAATGCCTGG 
AGACCCAGGGAATAATCOAAAACAGGGCGCAAGGGACCCAGAAACAATGAAAGTCA 
CAGGAGTAACTACTCAGGGAGTAAAATCTCTGCTTACCAGCATGTATGTGAAGGAGTTCCTCAT 
CTCCAGCAGTCAAGATGGCCATCAGGGACTCTCTTTTTTCAGAATGGCAAAGTAAAGGTTTTT 
cAGGGAAATCAAGACTCCTTCACACCTGTGGTGAACTCTCTAGACCCACCGTTACTGACTCGCT 
ACCTTCGAATTCACCCCCAGAGTTGGGGCACCAGATTGCCCTGAGGATGGAGGTTCTGGGCTGC 
GACGCACAGGACCCTACGA 
GGGCGGCCGCTGCAGCACCTGCCACTGCCGTCACCTCTCCCTCCTCAGCTCCAGGGCAGTGTCC 
CTCCCTGGCTTGCCTTCTACCTTTGTGCTAAATCCTAGOAGACACTGCCTTGAAGCCTCCTGAA 
TTAACTATCATCAGTCCTGCATTTCTTGGTGGGGGGCCAGGAGGGTGOATCCAATTTAACTTA 
ACTCTTACCTATTTTCTGCAGCTGCTCCCAGATTACTCCTTCCTTCCAATATAACTAGGCAAAA 
ACAATCAGGAGAAACCGCATCAAAGCACTCCCTGAAAAGTAGGCCTCTCAGAGTCACC 
ACTTCCTCTGTTGTAGAAAAACTAGGAGAAACTTGAAAAACAATTATGATGTTAACAT 
TCAGGTTAAGCCTCATACGTTTAAAAAAAACTCTCAGTTGTTTATTATCCTGATCAAGCATG 
GAACAAAGCATGTTTCAGGATCAGATCAATACAATCTTGGAGTCAAAAGGCAAATCATTTGGAC 
AATCGCAAAATGGAGAAAACAATAACTACTACAGTAAAGTCTGTTTCTGCTTCCTTACACA 
TAGATATAATTATGTTATTTAGTCATTATGAGGGGCACATTCTTATCTCCAAAACTAGCATTCT 
TAAACTGAGAATTATAGATCGGGTTCAAGAAICCCTAAGTCCCCTGAAATAATAAGGCATC 
TGTATAAATCCAAATGTGCATTTTTCTGACGAGTGTCCATAGATANGGGACAATGACGTGAGC 

FIG. 4B 
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TATTTGATGTATAGTGCCTTGACTAGAGATCATAATCAGCCATACCACATTTGTAGAGGTTTTA 
CTTGCTTAAAAAACCTCCCACACCTCCCCCTGAACCTGAAACATAAAATGAATGCAATTGTTG 
GTAACTTGT TATTGCAGCTATAATGGTTACAAATAAAGCAATAGCATCACAAATTCAC 

AAATAAAGCATTTTTTTCACTGCATTCTAGTTGTGGTTTGTCCAAACTCATCAATGGTATCTTA 
TCATGTCTGGATCTCCACCGAGCCCTTGAGAGCCTTCAACCCAGTCAGCCCTTCCGGTGGGCG 
CGGGGCATGACTATCGTCGCCGCACTTATGACTGTCTCTTTATCATCCAACTCGTAGGACAGG 
TGCCGGCAGCGCTCTGGGTCATTTCGGCGAGGACCGCTTTCGCTGGAGCGCGACGATGATCGG 
CCTGTCGCTTGCGGTATTCGGAATCTTGCACGCCCTCGCTCAAGCCTTCGTCACTGGTCCCGCC 
ACCAAACGTTCGGCGAGAAGCAGGCCATACGCCGGCATGGCGGCCGACGCGCTGGGCTACG 
TCTTGCGGCGTCGCGACGCGAGGCTGGATGGCCTTCCCCATAGATTCTTCTCGCTTCCGG 
CGGCATCGGGAGCCCGCGTGCAGGCCAGCTGTCCAGGCAGGTAGATGACGACCATCAGGGA 
CAGCTTCAAGGATCGCTCGCGGCTCTTACCAGCCAACTCGATCACGGACCGCGATCGTCA 
CGGCGATTTATGCCGCCTCGGCGAGCACAGGAACGGGTTGGCATGGATGTAGGCGCCGCCCT 
ATACCTTGTCTGCCTCCCCGCGTTGCGTCGCGGTGCATGGAGCCGGGCCACCTCGACCTGAATG 
GAAGCCGGCGGCACCTCGCTAACGGATTCACCACCCAAGAATTGGAGCCAATCAATTCTTGCG 
GAGAACTGTGAATGCGCAAACCAACCCTGGCAGAACAATCCATCGCGTCCGCCA CTCCAGC 
AGCCGCACGCGGCGCATCTCGGGCCGCGTGCGGCGTTTTTCCAAGGCTCCGCCCCCCTGAC 
GAGCATCACAAAAATCGACGC CAACCACAGGGGCGAAACCCGACAGGACTATAAAGAACC 
AGGCGTCCCCCTGGAAGCCCCTCGTGCGCTCTCCGTCCCACCCGCCGCTTACCGGATA 
CCGTCCGCCTTTCTCCCTTCGGGAAGCGTGGCGCTTTCTCAATGCTCACGCTGTACCTATCTC 
AGCGGGTACC CGTTCGCTCCAAGCGGGCTGTGTGCACGAACCCCCCGTTCAGCCCGACC 
GCTGCGCCTTATCCGGTAACTATCGTCTTGAGTCCAACCCGGTAAGACACGACTTATCGCCACT 
GGCAGCAGCCACTGGTAACAGGATTAGCAGAGCGAGGTATGTAGGCGGTGCTACAGAGTTCTTG 
AAGTGGTGGCCTAACTACGGCACACTAGAAGGACAGTATTGGTATCGCGCTCTGCTGAAGC 
CAG ACC TCGGAAAAACAGGGTAGCTCGACCGGCAAACAAACCACCGCTGGTAGOGG 
GGTTTTTGTTTGCAAGCACCACATACGCGCAGAAAAAAAGGATCCAAGAAGATCCTTTG 
ATCTTTCTACGGGGTCGACGCTCAGTGGAACGAAAACTCACGTTAAGGGATTTTGGTCATGA 
GAACAAAAAGGACTTCACCAGATCC TAAAAAAAATGAAGTTTAAATCAATCTA 
AACTATA AGAGAAACGGTCGACAGACCAAGC AACAGGAGGCACC ATCTCA 
GCGATCTGTCTATTTCGTTCATCCATAGTTGCCTGACTccCCGTCGTGTAGATAACTACGATAC 
GGGAGCCCACCACGGCCCCAGGCGCAATGATACCGCGAGACCCACGCTCACCGGCTCC 
ACIATACAGCAAAAACCAGCCAGCCAGAAGGGCCGAGCGCAGAAGGGCCGCAACTTA 
TCCGCCTCCATCOAGTCTATAATTGTTGCCGGGAAGCTAGAGTAAGTAGTTCGCCAGTTAATA 
GTTTCCGCAACGTTGTTGCCATTGCTGOAGGCATCGTGGTGTCACGCTCGTCGTTTGGTATGGC 
TCATTCAGCTCCGGTTCCCAACGATCAAGGCGAGTTACATGATCCCCCATGTTGTGCAAAAAA 
GCGGTTAGCTCCTTCGGTCCTCCGATCGTTGTCAGAAGTAAGTTGGCCGCAGTGTTATCACTCA 
TGGTTATGGCAGOACTGCATAATTCTCTACTGTCATGCCATCCGTAAGATGCTTTTCTGTGAC 
TGGTGAGTACTCAACCAAGTCATCTGACAATAGTGTATGCGGCGACCGAGTGCTCGCCCG 
GCGTCAACACGGGATAATACCGCGCCACATAGCAGAACTTTAAAAGTGCTCATCATTGGAAAAC 
GTC. TCGGGGCGAAAACTCCAAGGATCTTACCGC GTTGAGATCOAGTTCGATGTAACCCAC 
TCGTGCACCCAAC GATCTTCAGOATOTTTTACTTCACCAGCGTTTCTGGGTGAGCAAAAACA 
GGAAGGCAAAATGCCGCAAAAAAGGGAATAAGGGCGACACCCAAATCGAA ACCARACTCT 
CCTTTTTCAATATTATTGAAGCATTTATCAGGGTTATTGTCTCATGAGCGGATACATATTTGA 
AGATTAGAAAAATAAACAAATAGGGGTTTCCGCGCACATTTCCCCGAAAAGGCCACCGAC 
GTCTAAGAAACCATTATTATCATGACATTAACCTATAAAAATAGGCGTATCACGAGGCCCTTTC 
GTCTCAAt 
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TRANSGENIC CIRCULATING ENDOTHELIAL 
CELLS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a divisional application of U.S. 
application Ser. No. 09/865,022, filed May 24, 2001, which 
is a national stage filing of PCT/US99/28033, filed Nov. 24, 
1999, which claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S. 
application Ser. No. 60/109,687, filed Nov. 24, 1998, the 
disclosures of which are incorporated by reference herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The endothelial cell participates in numerous func 
tions of vascular physiology. Many factors, Such as cytok 
ines, can alter the Surface of the endothelial cell and thereby 
modulate the role of the endothelium in coagulation, inflam 
mation, Vaso-regulation, and adhesion. See, for example, R. 
P. Hebbel et al., J. Lab. Clin. Med., 129, 288 (1997); J. S. 
Pober, Am. J. Path., 133, 426 (1988); E. J. Favaloro, 
Immunol. Cell. Biol. 71, 571 (1993). The endothelial cell 
may also have a key role in the vascular pathology of Sickle 
cell anemia, including the vaso-occlusions that cause acute 
painful crises. However, research in this area has been 
hindered by the inaccessibility of vascular endothelium in 
patients. For example, E. M. Levine et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
5,132,223) disclosed cloning and serial cultivation of adult 
human endothelial cells derived from brain-dead, but heart 
beating cadaver organs. K. Gupta et al., Exp. Cell. Res., 230, 
244 (1997) reported the culture of microvascular endothelial 
cells derived from newborn human foreskin. Thus, circulat 
ing endothelial cells might provide useful material for the 
Study of vascular pathologies, for gene therapy, and for 
biomedical engineering applications. In previous investiga 
tions increased numbers of circulating endothelial cells have 
been found in Sickle cell anemia and other conditions 
asSociated with vascular injury, Such as that due to cytome 
galovirus infection, rickettsial infection, myocardial infarc 
tion, intravascular instrumentation, and endotoxinemia. See, 
for example, F. George et al., Blood, 80, Suppl: 12a, abstract 
(1992); E. Percivalle et al., J. Clin. Invest., 92,663 (1993), 
F. George et al., Blood, 82,2109 (1993); C. A. Bouvier et al., 
Thomb. Diath. Haemorrh. Suppl., 40, 163 (1970); F. George 
et al., J. Immunol. Meth., 139, 65 (1991) and R. G. Gerrity 
et al., Exp. Mol. Pathol., 24, 59 (1976). 
0003. However, in normal donors, there are only about 
2-3 circulating endothelial cells per ml of blood; they have 
a quiescent phenotype, and about 50% of them are microvas 
cular as evidenced by CD36 positivity. See, A. Solovey et 
al., New Engl. J. Med., 337, 1584 (1997), who reported using 
the methodology of Gupta et al., cited above, to coculture 
viable circulating endothelial cells identified in the blood of 
patients with Sickle cell anemia with primary microvascular 
endothelial cells (MVEC). T. Asahara et al., Science, 275, 
964 (1997) isolated putative endothelial cell (EC) progeni 
tors from human peripheral blood after CD34" enrichment 
by magnetic bead Selection on the basis of cell Surface 
antigen expression. The cells were cultured on fibronectin 
coated wells in modified M-199 medium containing bovine 
brain extract and 20% fetal bovine serum. O. Shi et al., 
Blood, 92, 362 (1998) characterized bone marrow-derived 
precursor endothelial cells by isolating CD34 cells derived 
from peripheral blood using murine anti-CD34 antibody 
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binding followed by exposure to anti-mouse immunomag 
netic beads. The cells were cultured in gelatin or fibronectin 
coated plastic wells in M199 medium containing VEGF, 
FBS, bFGF and IGF. 

0004. However, due to the low concentration of CEC in 
blood, a need exists for a culture method and medium that 
will permit the rapid expansion of CEC from blood, without 
the attendant difficulties of isolation discussed above. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0005 The present invention provides a process for 
expanding the population of endothelial cells (EC) present in 
an aliquot of peripheral mammalian blood, i.e., blood 
obtained from an animal or human patient. The process 
comprises culturing buffy coat mononuclear cells, which are 
readily obtained from peripheral mammalian blood. The 
buffy coat mononuclear cells are cultured in contact with a 
Surface coated with collagen I, Such as a coated plastic 
culture well, wall of a culture flask or bioreactor, in a culture 
medium containing an effective amount of vascular endot 
helial growth factor (VEGF), which medium is free of 
bovine brain extract. Optionally, the buffy coat mononuclear 
cells can thereafter be cultured in contact with a Surface 
coated with fibronectin/gelatin. The medium can also com 
prise heparin and/or dextran Sulfate, and other growth fac 
tors conventionally employed in endothelial cell culture 
media. The present method accomplishes the rapid and 
extensive expansion of the initial population of endothelial 
cells and any endothelial progenitor cells present in the 
population of buffy coat mononuclear cells. For example, 
the present method typically results in an outgrowth of 
endothelial cells that is at least a billion-fold greater than the 
20-30 endothelial cells identifiable on culture day #2, when 
endothelial cells are first counted. The endothelial outgrowth 
includes the expansion of two populations. There is a limited 
expansion of the mature endothelial cells of vessel wall 
origin that are found in fresh blood, as well as a delayed, but 
greater, expansion of a rarer population of marrow-derived 
cells, e.g., endothelial progenitor cells or angioblasts, that 
are also found in fresh blood. 

0006 Unexpectedly, the cultured endothelial cells have 
been found to be amenable to cryopreservation in conven 
tional cryopreservation media, followed by thawing and 
continued culture/expansion. The present method is thus 
more convenient and less complex than methods based on 
processing and culturing adult vessel human endothelial 
cells, as described, for example, in E. M. Levine et al. (U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,132,223). It does not comprise selection of 
Sub-populations of EC-enriched hematopoietic cells using 
antibodies and/or magnetic bead technology. 
0007. The present invention also comprises an isolated, 
purified transgenic mammalian endothelial cell comprising a 
recombinant DNA sequence encoding at least one biologi 
cally active preselected protein or polypeptide, Such as a 
Factor VIII protein, and optionally, a Selectable marker gene 
or reporter gene. Preferably, the transgenic endothelial cell 
is prepared by Stably transforming (transfecting/transduc 
ing) a population of circulating endothelial cells outgrown 
from blood in accord with the present method, with a vector 
comprising an isolated DNA sequence encoding the protein/ 
polypeptide of interest, operably linked to a promoter func 
tional in Said endothelial cells. 
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0008. A population of said transgenic cells can be for 
mulated into a pharmaceutical composition and adminis 
tered to a mammal, Such as a human patient afflicted with 
hemophilia, preferably in combination with a pharmaceuti 
cally acceptable carrier. The carrier may be a liquid carrier 
(for example, a Saline Solution) or a Solid carrier; e.g., an 
implant. In employing a liquid carrier, the engineered cells 
may be introduced, e.g., intravenously, Sub-cutaneously, 
intramuscularly, intraperitoneally, intralesionally, and the 
like. The polypeptide, such as Factor VIII protein or proteins 
are expressed in situ, i.e., in the bloodstream of Said mammal 
in an amount effective to treat (alleviate) said hemophilia. 
Since the transgenic endothelial cells will also migrate to the 
bone marrow, they are also useful for many aspects of gene 
therapy, apart from treating circulatory pathologies. Other 
uses of these transgenic EC, Such as in biocompatibilization 
of implantable devices, diagnostics, and local drug delivery, 
are discussed hereinbelow. 

0009 Novel vectors useful for transforming the 
expanded circulating endothelial cells of the invention are 
also within the Scope of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.010 FIG. 1 is a graph plotting the outgrowth of endot 
helial cells in accord with the method of the invention. 
Arrows Show times at which cultures were passaged. All 
data points are plotted as meant-SD. Data are shown for n=5 
through culture passage 6, and n=4 for Subsequent passages. 
0.011 FIG. 2 is a graph plotting the outgrowth of endot 
helial cells that were Subjected to cryopreservation. 
0012 FIG. 3 depicts the DNA sequence of HSQ/eGFP 
(SEQ ID NO:1). (HFVIII/SQ/egfp) which comprises origi 
nal HB with B-domain SQ insert based on Lind et al., Eur: 
J. Biochem., 232; and p21 primer Sequence containing eGFP 
protein Sequence. 

0013 FIG. 4 shows the DNA sequence (SEQ ID NO:2) 
of HSORENeo. 

0014 FIG.5 shows the results of G418 selection (shaded 
area) of outgrowth endothelial cells stably transfected with 
a vector encoding eGFP. 
0015 FIG. 6 shows factor VIII activity in conditioned 
media from cells transfected with various constructs (see 
Example 7). 
0016 FIG. 7 depicts the results of a RT-PCR analysis for 
human FVIII mRNA in cells transfected with various con 
StructS. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

0.017. The endothelial cell culture medium used in the 
process of this invention comprises any of the media con 
ventionally employed for the culture of this type of cell, as 
modified in accord with the present method, to include an 
effective amount of endothelial cell growth factor (ECG or 
VEGF), and to exclude bovine brain extract. The exclusion 
of bovine brain extract is advantageous both from a Stand 
point of consistency of formulation, and from a health 
Standpoint, in that cells are not Subjected to the risk of 
contamination with infectious agents (viruses, prions, etc.) 
which may be present in Such extracts. 
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0018 Preferably, the medium contains heparin, dextran 
Sulfate or a combination thereof. These materials are 
described in detail in U.S. Pat. No. 5,132,223. Of the various 
basal endothelial cell growth media, EGMCR-2 (Clonetics, 
Inc., San Diego, Calif.) is particularly preferred. It is based 
on CCMDCR 130 culture medium plus human epidermal 
growth factor (hEGF), human basic fibroblast growth factor 
(hFGF-B), human recombinant insulin-like growth factor 
(Long R3-IGF-1). FGF can be present at about 0.5-5 ng/ml, 
EGF can be present at about 0.5-10 ng/ml and IGF can be 
present at about 1-7.5 ng/ml of the culture medium. 
0019. The medium can also comprise hydrocortisone 
(0.1-2 ug/ml), heparin (1-20 ug/ml), gentamicin, amphoteri 
cin-B (0.1-0.5 mg/ml) and fetal bovine serum. Vascular 
endothelial growth factor (VEGF) is present at about 1-100 
ng/ml, preferably about 5-25 ng/ml. It is included within this 
concentration range in Some commercially available media 
or Supplements or is available from Collaborative Research, 
Inc. VEGF can also be prepared as described by Maciaget 
al., PNAS USA, 76,5674 (1979). 
0020. A medium that is effective to disperse and pre-wash 
the buffy coat mononuclear cells prior to culturing, has been 
described by K. Gupta et al., Exp. Cell Res., 230,244 (1997). 
This endothelial culture medium consists of MCDB 131 
medium Supplemented with 1 lug/ml hydrocortisone acetate, 
5x10" M bibutyryl cAMP, 1.6 nM L-glutamine, 100 U/ml 
penicillin, 100 U/ml streptomycin, 0.25 mg/ml amphotericin 
B, 0.004% heparin and 20% human male serum. VEGF 
(0.01-100 ng/ml) can also be added to this medium. 
0021 Circulating endothelial cells can be isolated from 
whole blood via isolation of the buffy coat mononuclear 
cells by methodologies well-known to the art. For example, 
see A. Solovey et al., New Engl. J. Med., 337, 1584 (1997). 
Whole blood is anti-coagulated and diluted with a physi 
ological salt solution containing EDTA and BSA. The 
diluted blood is layered onto Histopaque(R) 1077 (Sigma 
Chem. Co.) and centrifuged at ambient temperature. The 
buffy coat mononuclear cells are collected and washed by 
centrifuging with the medium described in K. Gupta et al., 
Exp. Cell. Research, 230, 244 (1977), described herein 
above, i.e., Supplemented MCDB 131 medium. 
0022. The buffy coat mononuclear cells are resuspended 
in the endothelial cell culture medium (i.e., EGM(R)-2) and 
held in a suitable vessel having the walls thereof coated with 
collagen I. Type I collagen is commercially available from 
Sigma Chem. Co. (St. Louis, Mo.) and is obtainable from 
bovine Achilles tendon, calf skin, rat tail, and human pla 
centa. See, for example, Niyiloizi et al., J. Biol. Chem., 259, 
14170 (1984). On day two of culture, unattached buffy coat 
mononuclear cells and cell debris are removed when the 
medium is changed, and the Small number of adhered cells 
exhibit endothelial cell morphology, and Stain positive with 
mAb P1H12. 

0023 Cultured cells were evaluated by inverted phase 
contrast microScopy to confirm the characteristic cobble 
Stone morphology of the endothelial cells and to examine for 
the presence of cells other than endothelial cells. Cells were 
also analyzed for von Willebrand factor (vWF) and CD36 
expression by immunofluorescence and flow cytometry. The 
presence of cell surface CD36 has been used as a marker for 
human microvascular endothelial cells (HDMEC), as it has 
been shown that most MEC express CD36, but endothelial 
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cells lining large vessels do not. Briefly, cells in Suspension 
were fixed with paraformaldehyde, cytospun onto glass 
Slides, washed, and incubated with either rabbit anti-human 
vWF (1:400 dilution) or anti-CD36 mAb FA6-152 (5ug/ml) 
(Immunotech, Westbrook, Me...). Slides were then washed 
and incubated with Secondary antibodies conjugated to 
rhodamine or fluorescein, washed, and viewed under a 
fluorescent microscope. 
0024) To identify endothelial cells, the antibody P1H12 
was also used. This murine IgG1 monoclonal antibody was 
obtained by immunizing mice with HUVEC, generating a 
hybridoma line, and Separating IgG from Supernatants of 
hybridoma cell cultures with a protein G column. For some 
studies, fluorescein isothiocyanate-labeled P1H12 was used, 
prepared with the Fluoro Tag FITC Conjugation kit (Sigma). 
0025 P1H12 reacts specifically with endothelial cells in 
blood. It stains primary HUVEC and MVEC cultures and the 
endothelial cells of all vessels in frozen Sections of human 
skin, intestine, ovary, tonsil, lymph node, lung, and kidney. 
It does not stain any other type of cell in those tissues. It does 
not stain carcinoma cell lines HT-29 and COLO205, mela 
noma cells lines A-375 and M21, the T-cell lines Jurkat and 
HuT78, fibroblasts, HL-60 or Chinese-hamster-ovary cells, 
or Epstein-Barr virus-transformed B-cell lines. It does not 
Stain monocytes, granulocytes, red cells, platelets, T cells, or 
B cells from marrow or peripheral blood; nor does it react 
with marrow megakaryocytes or the megakaryoblast line 
HU3. The peripheral blood cells that do stain with P1H12 
are also positive for both von Willebrand factor and throm 
bomodulin (the combined expression of which is limited to 
endothelium), and they stain for fit and flk (receptors for the 
endothelial-specific vascular endothelial growth factor). 
Subgroups of P1H12-positive blood cells also stain for 
CD34 and two endothelial-specific activation markers 
(VCAM and E-selectin). 
0026. After good EC growth is obtained, preferably after 
about 10-fold expansion, or at 15-25 days, the cells are 
trypsinized and isolated from the Supernatant by centrifu 
gation. The cells are then Suspended in the initial culture 
medium in a flask coated with fibronectin/gelatin for con 
tinued culture. Clones can be derived from Secondary cul 
tures and seeded at about 10 cells/cm of flask surface. The 
clones are then Serially propagated in the culture medium. 

0027. It was also found that EC cultured in accord with 
the present method can be cryopreserved and then thawed 
and returned to culture without significant loss of their 
capacity to proliferate. To cryopreserve the cells, the cul 
tured cells can be detached as described hereinabove and 
resuspended in Suitable cryopreservation medium, i.e., con 
taining a cryopreservation agent Such as Sugar(s), BSA, 
dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO), glycerol, glycerol esters and 
the like. 

0028 Cryopreservation of hematopoietic cells, such as 
bone marrow and peripheral blood fractions enriched in 
progenitor Stem cells, has become Standard clinical practice 
for autologous bone marrow transplantation (Areman et al., 
Bone Marrow and Stem Cell Processing: A Manual of 
Current Techniques, F. A. Davis, Philadelphia, Pa., 1st 
edition (1992)). Two basic techniques are used to cryopre 
Serve hematopoietic cells. The most commonly used tech 
nique in clinical laboratories, uses tissue culture medium 
combined with 95% fetal calf serum (“FCS”), and 5 v/v % 
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dimethylsulfoxide (“DMSO”). After suspension in the cryo 
preservation medium, the cells are placed on ice for about 5 
minutes, then at -70° C. overnight and finally in liquid 
nitrogen. This technique was developed in the early 1960s 
by Ashwood-Smith (see Sputtek et al., Clinical Applications 
of Cryobiology, Chapter 5, 127-147 (CRC Press, Boca 
Raton, Fla., 1991)), and has been the predominant technique 
used in clinical practice. In early 1983, Stiff and colleagues 
developed a modified method for the preservation of stem 
cells (Stiff et al., Cryobiology, 20, 17-24 (1983)). In this 
method, the concentration of DMSO was reduced to 5% and 
an additional cryoprotective agent, hydroxyethyl Starch 
(“HES”), was added to the solution. The cells could be 
frozen using a controlled rate freezer or in a mechanical 
freezer at -80 C. 

0029. In present clinical practice, the base of most cryo 
preservation Solutions is a tissue culture medium, potentially 
containing many different components. Typical tissue cul 
ture media include RPMI 1640, IMDM, AIM-5, X-VIVO 
10, or CMEM. 

0030 The cell suspension is then frozen, i.e., at liquid 
nitrogen temperatures in a Suitable container and Stored until 
needed. The frozen Suspension is then thawed, by immersing 
the container in a warm water bath and culturing can be 
resumed. The resulting EC growth is similar to that of cells 
that were not Subjected to cryopreservation. 

0031. The cultured EC may also be used in gene therapy 
wherein a gene producing a protein polypeptide, enzyme or 
other product is inserted into the DNA of the EC. The 
transgenic EC are then administered to a mammal, e.g., by 
infusion into a patient's bloodstream. See, for example, B. P. 
Luskey et al., Annals. N. Y. Acad. Sci., 612, 398 (1990), B. 
A. Naughton et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 4,721,096), and Anderson 
et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,399,346). 
0032. The gene carried by the EC can be any gene which 
allows the blood cells to exert a therapeutic effect that they 
would not ordinarily have, Such as a gene encoding a 
clotting factor, such as Factor VIII, useful in the treatment of 
hemophilia. The gene can encode one or more products 
having therapeutic effects. Examples of Suitable genes 
include those that encode cytokines such as TNF, interleu 
kins (interleukins 1-12), interferons (C., f, Y-interferons), 
T-cell receptor proteins and Fc receptors for antigen-binding 
domains of antibodies, Such as immunoglobulins. 

0033 Additional examples of suitable genes include 
genes that modify EC to “target” a site in the body to which 
the blood cells would not ordinarily “target,” thereby mak 
ing possible the use of the blood cells therapeutic properties 
at that site. In this fashion, blood cells Such as TIL can be 
modified, for example, by introducing a Fab portion of a 
monoclonal antibody into the cells, thereby enabling the 
cells to recognize a chosen antigen. Likewise, blood cells 
having therapeutic properties can be used to target, for 
example, a tumor, that the blood cells would not normally 
target. Other genes useful in cancer therapy can be used to 
encode chemotactic factors which cause an inflammatory 
response at a specific Site, thereby having a therapeutic 
effect. Other examples of Suitable genes include genes 
encoding soluble CD4 which is used in the treatment of HIV 
infection and genes encoding O-antitrypsin, which is useful 
in the treatment of emphysema caused by C.-antitrypsin 
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deficiency, or genes encoding factors which promote bone 
growth such as bone morphogenic proteins (BMPs) or other 
factors in the BMP pathway. 
0034. The gene therapy of the present invention is useful 
in the treatment of a variety of diseases including but not 
limited to adenosine deaminase deficiency, Sickle cell ane 
mia, thalassemia, hemophilia, diabetes, C-antitrypsin defi 
ciency, brain disorderS Such as Alzheimer's disease, and 
other illnesses Such as growth disorders and heart diseases, 
for example, those caused by alterations in the way choles 
terol is metabolized and defects for the immune System, as 
well as to repair bone fractures or treat or prevent osteoporo 
SS. 

0035) In still another embodiment, there is provided a 
method of detecting the presence of human CEC present in 
a patient, comprising: (i) inserting into an expanded popu 
lation of human CEC removed from the patient a DNA 
Segment encoding the detectable marker under conditions 
Such that the marker is expressed in the CEC; (ii) introduc 
ing cells resulting from step (i) into the patient; (iii) remov 
ing from the patient an aliquot of tissue (which can be, for 
example, normal tissue, cancerous tissue, Vascular tissue, 
blood, lymph nodes, etc.) including cells resulting from Step 
(ii) and their progeny; and (iv) detecting or determining the 
quantity of the cells resulting from Step (ii) and their 
progeny, in Said aliquot. 

0036) To effect gene therapy with a substantially pure 
population of human EC, the following general method may 
be used to insert a gene into these EC. For a review of 
transformation methodologies, See Friedman, Science, 244, 
1275 (1989) and Lancet, Jun. 4, 1988, p. 1271. In order to 
introduce a normal Structural gene, to correct a genetic error, 
a gene can first be isolated from the cells of a donor. The 
cells may be isolated from tissue(s), blood or other body 
fluids. To find a gene coding for the defective protein, DNA 
from the donor cell is isolated and cleaved by enzymatic 
digestion into Segments of varying length by means known 
to those skilled in the art. The segments of DNA then may 
be inserted individually into Vectors containing the appro 
priate regulatory Sequences for expression of a gene product. 
The Vectors then can be Screened by conventional means 
Such as Northern blotting, if the Sequence for the normal 
gene is known, or the expression product can be Screened by 
Western blotting. 

0037 Alternatively, if the DNA sequence of the desired 
gene or the Sequence of the normal protein is known, the 
gene can be made by Synthetic methods Such as by using a 
DNA synthesizer (Applied BioSystems). In any case, the 
method of isolation or construction of the gene Sequence can 
yield a "normal” gene that codes for the desired gene 
product. Once isolated, a functional Structural gene, Such as 
a DNA sequence coding for a factor VIII protein, human 
factor VIII, porcine factor VIII and the like can be modified 
for expression in Vivo by linkage to Suitable control regions, 
Such as promoters. Hybrid or modified genes can also be 
constructed, Such as DNA sequences encoding factor VIII 
molecules, modified to reduce their antigenicity and immu 
nogenicity. DNA methods can be used to Substitute elements 
of animal factor VIII for the corresponding elements of 
human factor VIII, resulting in hybrid human/animal factor 
VIII molecules. The preparation of transformation vectors 
comprising DNA sequences encoding chimeric hybrid Fac 
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tor VIII molecules is disclosed in Lollar et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
5,744,446). DNA methods may also be used to substitute 
amino acid residues at Selected Sites, Such as epitopes, to 
yield factor VIII constructs having improved therapeutic 
attributes Such as reduced antigenicity or immunogenicity or 
greater potency in comparison to unmodified human factor 
VIII. 

0038. In a preferred embodiment, a hybrid human/por 
cine cDNA encoding factor VIII, in which the porcine 
Sequence encodes a domain or part domain, Such as the A2 
domain or part domain, is inserted in a mammalian expres 
sion vector, such as ReNeo, to form a hybrid factor VIII 
construct. Preliminary characterization of the hybrid factor 
VIII is accomplished by insertion of the hybrid cDNA into 
the ReNeo mammalian expression vector and transient 
expression of the hybrid protein in COS-7 cells. A determi 
nation of whether active hybrid protein is expressed can then 
be made. The expression vector construct is used further to 
Stably transfect cells in culture, Such as baby hamster kidney 
cells, using methods that are routine in the art, Such as 
liposome-mediated transfection (LipofectinTM, Life Tech 
nologies, Inc.). Expression of recombinant hybrid factor 
VIII protein can be confirmed, for example, by Sequencing, 
Northern and Western blotting, or polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR). Hybrid factor VIII protein in the culture media in 
which the transfected cells Stably expressing the protein are 
maintained can be precipitated, pelleted, washed, and resus 
pended in an appropriate buffer, and the recombinant hybrid 
factor VIII protein purified by Standard techniques, includ 
ing immunoaffinity chromatography using, for example, 
monoclonal anti-A2-Sepharose T.M. 
0039. In a further embodiment, the hybrid factor VIII 
comprising Subunit, domain, or amino acid Sequence Sub 
Stitutions is expressed as a fusion protein from a recombi 
nant molecule in which a Sequence encoding a protein or 
peptide that enhances, for example, Stability, Secretion, 
detection, isolation, or the like is inserted adjacent to the 
factor VIII encoding Sequence. Established protocols for use 
of homologous or heterologous Species expression control 
Sequences including, for example, promoters, operators, and 
regulators, in the preparation of fusion proteins are known 
and routinely used in the art. See Current Protocols in 
Molecular Biology (Ausubel, F. M. et al., eds.), Wiley 
InterScience, New York. 
0040. The purified hybrid factor VIII or fragment thereof 
can be assayed for coagulation activity by Standard assays 
including, for example, the plasma-free factor VIII assay, the 
one-stage clotting assay, and the enzyme-linked immunosor 
bent assay using purified recombinant human factor VIII as 
a Standard. Antigenicity and immunogenicity of factor VIII 
constructs may be tested in vitro using the Standard Bethesda 
inhibitor assay, or in Vivo using a knockout hemophilic 
mouse model. 

0041. Other vectors, including both plasmid and eukary 
otic viral vectors, may be used to express a recombinant 
gene construct in eukaryotic cells depending on the prefer 
ence and judgment of the skilled practitioner. Other vectors 
and expression Systems, including bacterial, yeast, and 
insect cell Systems, can be used but are not preferred due to 
differences in, or lack of, glycosylation. 
0042. The same methods employed for preparing hybrid 
human/porcine factor VIII having Subunit, domain, or amino 



US 2006/OO13805 A1 

acid Sequence Substitution can be used to prepare other 
recombinant hybrid factor VIII protein and fragments 
thereof and the nucleic acid Sequences encoding these 
hybrids, Such as human/non-human, non-porcine mamma 
lian or animal/animal. As used herein the term "Factor VIII 
protein' includes any of these materials that are biologically 
active as determined by the assays listed above, i.e., that 
possess coagulation activity when assayed in vitro. The 
murine and part of the porcine factor VIII cDNA have been 
cloned. Factor VIII Sequences of other species for use in 
preparing a hybrid human/animal or animal/animal factor 
VIII molecule can be obtained using the known human and 
porcine DNA sequences as a starting point. Other techniques 
that can be employed include PCR amplification methods 
with animal tissue DNA, and use of a cDNA library from the 
animal to clone the factor VIII Sequence. 
0043. Once the DNA containing the gene is prepared, the 
DNA can be inserted into the population of EC isolated and 
expanded as above. The DNA can be inserted by 1) physical 
methods Such as coprecipitation with calcium phosphate, 
electroporation, lipofection or microinjection (e.g., U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,873,191), and/or by 2) the use of viral vectors such as 
adenoviruses, if the DNA is less than approximately 7-8 kB, 
or retroviruses for longer segments of DNA. In the latter 
case, the DNA of the retrovirus is cut with a restriction 
enzyme and the human DNA containing the desired 
Sequence is inserted and ligated. The retrovirus containing 
the insertion then is transfected into the EC. The EC then can 
be assayed for production of the desired protein. See, e.g., 
U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,902,783 and 5,681,746. 

0044) In general, molecular DNA cloning methods are 
well known in the art and are not limiting in the practice of 
this invention. For a further description of similar methods, 
see Friedmann, Science, 244, 1275 (1989) and Molecular 
Cloning: A Laboratory Manual (2nd ed.), Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory Press, Sambrook, Fritsch and Maniatis 
eds. (1989). 
004.5 Transgenic, i.e., transduced, endothelial cells sta 
bly incorporating and expressing heterologous DNA or RNA 
and therapeutic uses therefore, are described in Mulligan et 
al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,674,722). In particular, retroviral vectors 
have been used to stably transduce endothelial cells with 
genetic material which includes genetic material encoding a 
polypeptide or protein of interest not normally expressed at 
biologically or therapeutically Significant levels in endothe 
lial cells. The genetic material introduced in this manner can 
also include genetic material encoding a dominant Selectable 
marker, Such as antibiotic or herbicide resistance. Genetic 
material including DNA encoding a polypeptide of interest 
alone, such as a Factor VIII protein, or DNA encoding a 
polypeptide of interest and a dominant Selectable marker can 
be introduced into cultured endothelial cells. Expression of 
these genes by the endothelial cells into which they have 
been incorporated (i.e., endothelial cells transduced by the 
use of retroviral vectors) has also been demonstrated. 
0.046 Endothelial cells transduced in vitro with the 
genetic material can then be transplanted using one of a 
variety of known methods. Such methods include, but are 
not limited to, the transplantation of Synthetic vessels or 
prosthetic valves lined with transduced endothelial cells or 
the transplantation of a device or matrix designed to house 
transduced endothelial cells. 
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0047. To administer the EC containing the desired gene, 
the cells may simply be introduced into the bloodstream of 
the patient by conventional means, Such as of intravenous 
infusion over a period of time. 

0048 Endothelial cells which have been transduced in 
Vitro are particularly useful for improving prosthetic 
implants (e.g., vessels made of Synthetic materials Such as 
Dacron(R), Gortex(E) and other plastics or metal-plastic lami 
nates), including shunts, Stents and grafts, which are used in 
vascular reconstructive Surgery. For example, prosthetic 
arterial grafts are often used to replace diseased arteries 
which perfuse vital organs or limbs. However, the currently 
available grafts are usually made of Synthetic material and 
are Subject to many complications, the worst of which is a 
high rate of thrombosis or occlusion. Animal Studies Suggest 
that lining the graft with autologous endothelial cells prior to 
implantation may decrease, but not prevent, graft reocclu 
Sion with its attendant morbid consequences. 

0049. However, endothelial cells can be modified accord 
ing to the method of the present invention in a way that 
improves their performance in the context of an implanted 
graft or provides a means for local drug delivery. Examples 
include local delivery to the interior of the lumen of antir 
estenotic, antiproliferative, or thrombolytic agents to pre 
vent intraluminal clot formation, Secretion of an inhibitor of 
Smooth muscle proliferation to prevent luminal Stenosis due 
to Smooth muscle hypertrophy, and expression and/or Secre 
tion of an endothelial cell mitogen or autocrine factor to 
Stimulate endothelial cell proliferation and improve the 
extent or duration of the endothelial cell lining of the graft 
lumen. The latter agents are termed “biocompatibilization” 
agents (polypeptides or proteins). 
0050 For a similar application, endothelial cells of the 
present invention can also be used to cover the Surface of 
prosthetic heart Valves to decrease the risk of the formation 
of emboli by making the valve Surface less thrombogenic. 

0051 Endothelial cells transduced by the method of the 
Subject invention or a vascular implant lined with transduced 
endothelial cells can also be used to provide constitutive 
Synthesis and delivery of polypeptides or proteins, which are 
useful in prevention or treatment of disease, Such as Factor 
VIII proteins, to treat hemophilia. In this way, the polypep 
tide is secreted directly into the bloodstream of the indi 
vidual, from circulating cells, over an extended period of 
time. Currently available methods, in contrast, involve 
parenteral administration of the desired polypeptide. 

0052. In addition, there is no need for extensive purifi 
cation of the polypeptide before it is administered to an 
individual, as is generally necessary with an isolated 
polypeptide (e.g., insulin). Endothelial cells modified 
according to the present invention produce the polypeptide 
hormone as it would normally be produced. 
0053 Another advantage to the use of genetically engi 
neered endothelial cells is that one can target the delivery of 
therapeutic levels of a Secreted product to a specific organ or 
limb. For example, a vascular implant lined with endothelial 
cells transduced in vitro can be grafted into a specific organ 
or limb; or the endothelial cells of a particular limb, organ 
or vessel can be transduced in Vivo. The Secreted product of 
the transduced endothelial cells will be delivered in high 
concentrations to the perfused tissue, thereby achieving a 
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desired effect to a targeted anatomical location. This product 
will then be diluted to nontherapeutic levels in the venous 
circulation during its return to the heart. 
0.054 Another important advantage of the delivery sys 
tem of this invention is that because it is a continuous 
delivery System, the short half lives of hormone polypep 
tides is not a limitation. For example, the half life of human 
growth hormone (HGH) is approximately 19 minutes and 
parathyroid hormone, approximately 2% to 5 minutes. 
0055. The invention will be further described by refer 
ence to the following detailed examples. 

EXAMPLE 1. 

Culture of Endothelial Cells from Peripheral Blood 
0056. One hundred ml of fresh venous blood anti-coagul 
lated with either heparin or citrate was diluted 1:2 with 
Hanks’ Balanced Salt Solution (HBSS) containing 1 mM 
EDTA and 0.5% bovine serum albumin, carefully layered on 
an equal volume of Histopaque(R)-1077 (Sigma Chemical 
Co.) without disruption of the interface, and centrifuged at 
400xG for 30 minutes at room temperature. The layer 
containing the mononuclear cells was collected, and the 
cells were washed 3 times by centrifuging at 250xG for 10 
minutes, using the previously described MEC media (Gupta 
et al., Exp. Cell Res., 230, 244-251 (1997)) modified to 
contain 10% human male serum, to exclude the ECGS and 
comprising 1 ug/ml hydrocortisone. Washing with this cul 
ture medium is preferred over washing with buffer because 
the medium maintains higher levels of cell viability. 
0057 The buffy coat mononuclear cells were resus 
pended in EGM(R)-2 medium (Clonetics), and all buffy coat 
mononuclear cells from 100 ml of starting blood were 
placed into one well of a 6-well plate coated with collagen 
I (Becton-Dickinson). This is defined as day #1, on which 
the plate is placed into an incubator at a controlled tempera 
ture (37° C) and humidified environment (5% CO). The 
EGM(R)-2 medium is changed daily. On day #2, most of the 
buffy coat mononuclear cells have remained unattached and 
they and cell debris were removed at the time of culture 
medium change. This left on the bottom of the culture well 
a small number of cells that have typical endothelial cell 
morphology and which Stain positively with anti-endothelial 
monoclonal antibody P1H12. Typically, there were about 
20-30 such cells identifiable on day #2, along with 100-200 
other mononuclear cells. 

0.058 After good cell growth was established (typically at 
about 20 days, when cells may or may not be confluent), 
they are passed into a fibronectin/gelatin-coated T25 flask, 
and then into fibronectin/gelatin-coated T75 flasks. To pass 
the cells, the wells are washed twice with calcium-free 
HBSS and then once with 0.5x trypsin (i.e., 50% of the 
concentration for the Gibco BRL trypsin product recom 
mended for cell lifting, because it is leSS harsh than the 
full-strength product) plus 1 mM EDTA. Cells detach after 
2 minutes. Trypsin is neutralized by adding an equal volume 
of human serum or MEC media containing 20% human 
serum. Cells were collected from the solution by centrifu 
gation at 250xG for 5 minutes, and resuspended in EGMCR-2 
medium for continued culture. 

0059 FIG. 1 is plot of the outgrowth of endothelial cells 
expanded using this method. The meant-SD of five different 
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culture experiments using five different blood donors was 
plotted up until culture passage 5, after which four different 
cultures were plotted. Error bars are not evident on the graph 
because of the high reproducibility of the method. As shown, 
the method of the invention can result in an outgrowth, and 
a 10' fold expansion, of endothelial cells far greater than 
the 20-30 endothelial cells identifiable on culture day #2 (the 
day the unattached mononuclear cells and cell debris from 
the buffy coat are removed and any EC can be first identi 
fied). 
0060. It should be noted that this fold expansion is not a 
maximal expansion. It is just the degree of expansion 
allowed before cells are used for further experiments. The 
maximal cap (if any) in expandability of these cells, there 
fore, has not yet been established or reached in these 
experiments. 

0061 The outgrowth cells have the characteristics of 
quiescent, microvascular EC. They have typical "cobble 
Stone' endothelial morphology; they exhibit positive expres 
sion for von Willebrand Factor, P1H12 antigen, ICAM1, 
Ovfs, B-microglobulin, thrombomodulin, flk-1 (a VEGF 
receptor), and CD34; they are uniformly CD36-positive; 
they take up acetylated-LDL, they do not constitutively 
express tissue factor or VCAM, but do express both upon 
appropriate Stimulation. 

EXAMPLE 2 

Cyropreservation of Cultured Endothelial Cells 
0062 Vigorous EC outgrowth can be obtained even after 
cryopreservation. This is important because the utility of the 
present method is greater if cultured EC can be cryopre 
Served for later use. 

0063) To show this, EC were cryopreserved after their 
outgrowth had reached the capacity of two T75 flasks. To do 
this, the cells were detached as above and washed twice with 
HBSS. Cells were resuspended in 100% fetal calf serum at 
a concentration of one-million cells per 950 ul Serum, and 
then 50 ul dimethylsulfoxide was added. The Suspension 
was mixed quickly and placed on ice for 5 minutes. After 
ward, the cells were stored at -70° C. overnight, and they 
were then transferred to liquid nitrogen. 
0064. After six weeks of storage, the cells were thawed 
and one million cells were plated onto T75 flask with excess 
(20 ml) of EGM(R)-2 medium. Medium was changed again 
four hours after initial plating. The cells were then grown as 
in Example 1. 
0065. The resulting growth is similar to that of EC that 
were not subjected to cryopreservation, as shown in FIG. 2. 
Again, data are shown as meantSD for three experiments. 
Cell count at origin indicates the number of cells thawed and 
Started with. These data Suggest that the endothelial out 
growth cells expanded from blood resume their vigorous 
growth rate after cryopreservation. 

EXAMPLE 3 

Study of Origin of CEC in Blood 

0066. The origin of the CEC identifiable in fresh blood is 
not known, nor is the relationship between CEC and the 
endothelial outgrowth from cultured blood. To answer this, 
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4 adults were Studied who had undergone allogeneic marrow 
transplantation (for malignancy) 5-20 months earlier using 
opposite-gender donors (three female donors to three male 
recipients and one male donor to one female recipient). All 
4 Subjects are disease-free and have peripheral blood and/or 
marrow aspirates that are 100% donor by RFLP; two also 
had marrow cytogenetics showing 100% donor. 
0067. The CEC in fresh blood, plus the peripheral blood 
endothelial outgrowth from buffy coat mononuclear cells 
cultured with endothelial growth factors was Studied using 
the culture conditions of Ex. 1. MAb P1H12 was used to 
identify cells as being endothelial, and fluorescence in Situ 
hybridization was used to identify cells as having XX or XY 
genotype. 

0068 CEC in fresh blood were almost exclusively of 
recipient genotype (95, 100, 100, 88%), arguing for their 
origin from the vessel wall. However, the blood endothelial 
outgrowth at 26-28 days (after 100-fold expansion) in cul 
ture was mostly donor genotype (82,86, 77, 85%), revealing 
predominant origination from a marrow-derived cell. 
Remarkably, endothelial outgrowth at only 9 days (after 
5-fold expansion) in contemporaneous culture was still 
largely recipient genotype (78, 88%). These data indicate 
that the CEC detected in fresh blood are derived from vessel 
wall and have Some, but limited, expansion potential. Con 
versely, blood contains transplantable marrow-derived cells 
that take longer to expand but have greater proliferative 
potential. Thus, the CEC comprise a more mature and 
differentiated cell population, while there also are circulat 
ing marrow-derived endothelial-generating cells that com 
prise a more primitive progenitor population (putative 
angioblasts). 

EXAMPLE 4 

Transfection of CEC with Factor VIII Expression 
Vectors 

0069. Endothelial cells were expanded from blood, as 
described in Example 1. For these transfection experiments, 
they were used after 4-5 passages. They were plated in a 6 
well plate at density of 2x10/well, and allowed to attach 
overnight. Then, cells in different wells were transfected by 
lipofection with one of four vectors as Summarized in Table 
1, below. 

TABLE 1. 

Plasmid Vectors for CEC Transfection 

A. Two vectors from Octagen with B-domainless FVIII replaced with 
green fluorescent protein (GFP): 
#1 HSOfeGFP/ReNeo 
#2 HSOfeGFP/CP 

B. Control vector from Octagen with GFP but no factor VIII: 
#3 pEGFP-N1 

C. Vector constructed at University of Minnesota, Department of 
Medicine with the FVIII/GFP from Octagen inserted between XhoI 
and NotI sites in commercial vector pcDNA3.1(-): 
#4 pcHSQ?eGFP 

0070 All the transfection vectors contain the neomycin 
resistance gene (ReNeo) as a selection marker. 
0071 Vectors 1, 2 and 4 contain an HSQ/eGFP insert 
which codes for a fVIII-dGFP fusion protein. This insert 
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comprises DNA that codes in order of Sequence, 1) the 
human fVIII human activation peptide, 2) the human fVIII 
A1 domain, 3) the human fVIII A2 domain, 4) the first five 
amino acids of the SQ B domain linker peptide, 5) the 
enhanced green fluorescent protein (eGFP), 6) the last nine 
amino acids of the SQ linker peptide, 7) the human fVIII 
light chain activation peptide, 8) the human fVIII A3 
domain, 9) the human fVIII C1 domain, and 10) the human 
fVIII C2 domain. 

0072 The DNA sequence of HSQ/eGFP is depicted in 
FIG. 3 (SEQ ID NO:1). The DNA sequence contains 5094 
bases, encoding the peptides listed on Table 2. 

TABLE 2 

HSO/eGFP Peptides SEQ ID NO:1 

1-57 signal peptide 
58-1173 A1 domain 

1174-2274 A2 domain 
2275-2292 SQ sequence (first part) 
2293–3012 eCFP sequence 
3013-3039 SQ sequence (second part) 
3040-3162 light chain activation peptide 
3.163-4152 A3 domain 
4153-4611 C1 domain 
4612-5091 C2 domain 

5092-5094 stop codon 

0073 ReNeo is a mammalian expression vector (non 
proprietary). The second plasmid, HSQ/eGFP/CP, contained 
the same fVIII construct but the vector is the same one used 
to express eGFP (see below). The eGFP protein was 
removed from p-EGFP-N1 and replaced with the HSQ/ 
eGFP construct. The third plasmid is p-EGFP-N1 from 
Clontech, which expresses only eGFP. 

0074 The transfection protocol was based on the instruc 
tions supplied by Life Technologies Co. with the lipo 
fectamine. Briefly, 2 micrograms of plasmid DNA was 
mixed gently with 15 microliters of lipofectamine in 200 
microliters of E-STIMOR basal medium (Becton Dickinson) 
without antibiotics. The mixture was allowed to stand at 
room temperature for 30 minutes. Expanded endothelial 
cells in 6-well plates were washed twice with E-STIMOR 
basal medium before adding the DNA-liposome complex. 
Dropwise, 1.8 ml of E-STIMOR was added to the DNA 
liposome complex, then the mixture was overlaid on the 
endothelial cells. After 5 hours incubation, the DNA-lipo 
Some mixture was replaced with the endothelial culture 
medium of Example 1. Then, 2 days after transfection, the 
cells from one culture well were Subcultured into one 10 cm 
dish in endothelial culture medium containing 50-100 tug/ml 
of Geneticin (Life Technologies Co.). This selection 
medium was changed every other day. 

0075 Transfection of endothelial cells derived from the 
blood of two donors has been accomplished to date. The 
number of endothelial colonies (derived from the transfec 
tion of greater than 2x10 cells) was checked on day 20 in 
Selection medium for two donors, as shown on Table 3. 
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TABLE 3 

Number of Colonies After 20 Days in Selection Medium 

Vector if Donor 1 Donor 2 

1. 3 9 
2 2 8 
3 4 7 
4 1. 8 

0.076 On day 20, fluorescence microscopy showed all 
Selected colonies to be positive for green fluorescent protein 
(GFP). On day 20, the colonies were pooled and transferred 
to the regular endothelial growth condition. 
0077. In the past, many basic and applied studies had to 
be performed on endothelial cells from other animal Species 
because existing culture techniques permitted only restricted 
proliferation of human endothelial cells. The present method 
accomplishes at least a 10"-fold expansion of circulating 
human EC. This method will permit peripheral blood from 
living donors to be used for the generation of large numbers 
of cultured endothelial cells. Thus, problems of human 
pathology involving the endothelium now can be 
approached directly by employing a human endothelial cell 
model. In addition, expanded mammalian EC should prove 
valuable for various clinical applications, Such as in vitro 
testing of vasoactive agents, the coating of artificial graft 
materials and gene therapy designed to treat vascular 
pathologies and genetic disorders, for local drug delivery 
and enhanced biocompatibility. 

EXAMPLE 5 

Use of Endothelial Cell Culture Methodology in 
Disease Diagnostics 

0078 Currently, there is no direct or non-invasive 
method to examine a patient's endothelium to assess it for 
either acquired or genetic defects that contribute to disease. 
A 25 year old male patient had been evaluated for the 
presence of a hypercoagulability disorder. The patient had a 
history of multiple thromboses, and a family history Sug 
gesting a familial pre-disposition to thrombosis. No positive 
diagnosis was obtained after extensive evaluation for known 
genetic and predisposing causes. Therefore, the patient was 
evaluated for a defect in thrombomodulin. Thrombomodulin 
is an enzyme that is expressed on the endothelial cell Surface 
and is an anti-thrombotic defense. A patient having a muta 
tion in thrombomodulin that leads to poor function would 
have an increased risk for thrombosis. 

0079 Endothelial cells were expanded from the blood of 
the patient and three normal control donors using the present 
method. Thrombomodulin activity was assessed in a stan 
dard biochemical assay. Briefly, a known number of endot 
helial cells is incubated with bovine protein C (100 uL per 
well of a 1 uM solution) and human recombinant thrombin 
(10 ul of 10 nM). It is incubated at 37° C. for 2.5 hours. The 
reaction is terminated by adding EDTA amd I-2581 (Chro 
mogenix AB, Molndal, Sweden), and the chromatographic 
substrate S-2366 (DiaPharma Group, Inc., Franklin, Ohio) is 
added. Supernatant absorbance is read at 405 nm. 
0080. The results are given in OD units per minute per 
50,000 endothelial cells. The value for 18 samples from the 
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three normal donors was 53+7, while the value for six 
Samples from the patient was 41-5, a significant difference 
(p=0.0034). Thus, the expanded endothelial cells from the 
patient had a significantly lower thrombomodulin activity 
than those of control patients. Therefore, a genetic mutation 
in thrombomodulin resulting in a thrombomodulin defi 
ciency may be the underlying basis for this patient's disor 
der. Molecular biological analyses are employed to confirm 
the genetic basis for the thrombomodulin deficiency. 

EXAMPLE 6 

Stable Transfection, Selection and Expansion 

0081. The plasmid pLE (Clontech), which contains 
Sequence for enhanced green fluorescent protein (eGFP), 
was transfected into line PA317. Virus from one of the 
resulting cloned transfectants, pI E9, was employed to infect 
endothelial cells. 

0082. A culture of blood buffy coat mononuclear cells 
was set up according to the method of the invention. When 
cells had reached passage 4 and about a 10' fold expansion, 
they were seeded at 10 cells/dish, with the 10 cm dishes 
coated with 6 microgram/cm of type 1 collagen and 250 
microgram/dish of fibronectin in 1% gelatin. After two days 
of growth, the cells were exposed to conditioned medium 
from the packaging cell line in combination with 4 micro 
gram/ml of polybrene to dishes that were 70% confluent. 
After three days exposure, cells were split 1:2 into a 10 cm 
dish (coated as above), and new culture medium added. 
Then they were Subjected to Selection in media containing 
G418 for 19 days. 

0083. As shown in FIG. 5, cultured endothelial cells 
prepared according to the method of the invention can 
Survive chemical Selection and be expanded thereafter, and 
be stably transfected to express a foreign (non-Selected) 
gene. Moreover, the outgrowth cells have preserved normal 
endothelial cell morphology. 

EXAMPLE 7 

Transfection of CEC with Human Factor VIII 
(hFVIII) Expression Vectors 

Materials and Methods 

Transfection 

0084. Ten cm dishes and T75 flasks were coated with 6 
tug/ml of type I collagen and 50 tug/ml of fibronectin. Passage 
4 or 5 outgrowth endothelial cells were obtained as 
described in Example 1. They were seeded into the dish or 
flasks and allowed to grow to 40% confluence. Then the cells 
were transfected with hFVIII vectors (Table 4) using trans 
fection reagent Fugene6 (Roche Molecular Biochemicals) 
following the manufacturer's protocol. Briefly, Fugene6 was 
added to each vector at a ratio of 2.5:1. Tenug of DNA was 
used for transfection of cells in 10 cm dishes, and 15 lug of 
DNA was used for cells in T75 flasks. 

0085. The Fugene6-DNA mixture was added to the cells 
in media containing 10% human Serum and incubated for 3 
days. Cells reached 100% confluence after 3 days. 
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TABLE 4 

Plasmid Vectors 

pTracerHSQ: has HSQ (the B-domainless hFVIII without the eGFP insert) 
cloned into pTracer-CMV (Invitrogen) 
pcF8G: has HSQ?eGFP (eGFP replaces the B domain of hFVIII) cloned 
into plasmid pCDNA 3.1 (Invitrogen) 
pcHSQ: has HSQ cloned into plasmid pCDNA 3.1 (Invitrogen) 
pTracerCMV: obtained from Invitrogen 
HSQ/GFP/ReNeo: has HSQ?eGFP cloned into pRENeo (Biogen) 

Transient Expression 

0.086 At the end of 3 days, the conditioned media from 
T75 flasks were collected and centrifuged. The presence of 
hFVIII in the Supernatant was detected using an ELISA kit 
(American Diagnostics). Cells from T75 flask were har 
vested, lysed and processed (RT-PCR, Titan One Tube 
RT-PCR System, Roche Molecular Biochemicals) for detec 
tion of hEVIII mRNA. A reverse transcriptase reaction was 
conducted at 50 C. for 45 minutes, then the samples were 
subject to 94° C., for 2 minutes; 10 cycles of 94° C. for 30 
seconds, 55 C. for 30 seconds, and 72 C. for 1 minute; 20 
cycles of 94° C. for 30 seconds, 55° C. for 30 seconds, and 
72 C. for 1 minute, plus cycle elongation of 5 seconds for 
each cycle elongation at 72 C. for 7 minutes. The primer 
pair employed was hFVIIIC-S (5 GCC CTTTTCTTG GAT 

SEQUENCE LISTING 

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 4 

<210> SEQ ID NO 1 
&2 11s LENGTH 5094 
&212> TYPE DNA 
<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence 
&22O > FEATURE 
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CAAGGTGG3'; SEQ ID NO:3) and hFVIIIC-AS (5' CTC 
CCT GAG TAG TTA CTC CTG TG3'; SEQ ID NO: 4). 
Results 

0087. Three days after infection, HFVIII was detected in 
the Supernatant of transfected cells (FIG. 6) but not in 
control cells. FIG. 7 shows the results of a RT-PCR analysis 
of RNA from those cells. The expression of hFVIII mRNA 
is increased in transfected cells relative to control cells. 

0088 At the end of 3 days, cells from 10 cm dishes were 
split into 2 10 cm dishes coated with 6 tug/ml of type I 
collagen and 50 lug/ml of fibronectin. The following day, 
cells were exposed to selection medium EGM-2 (Clonectis) 
containing 50 to 100 tug/ml of G418 or 50 tug/ml of Zeocin 
or both (Zeocin was used for selection of pTracerHSQ; 
G418 for pcFVIIIG and HSQ/GFP/ReNeo; and both Zeocin 
and G418 were used for cells subjected to cotransfection). 
Stable expression of hEVIII is detected in these cells after 
chemical Selection. 

0089 All patents, patent applications and publications 
cited hereinabove, are incorporated by reference herein. 
While a preferred embodiment of the present invention has 
been described, it should be understood that various 
changes, adaptations and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the Spirit of the invention and the 
Scope of the appended claims. 

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: The DNA sequence of HSQ/ecFP. 

<400 SEQUENCE: 1 

atgcaaatag agctcitccac ctgcttctitt citgttgccttt to cq attctg ctittagtgcc 60 

accagaagat actacctggg to cagtggaa citgtcatggg actatatgca aagtgatcto 120 

ggtgagctgc citgtggacgc aagattitcct cottagagtgc caaaatcttt to cattcaac 18O 

accitcagtcg totacaaaaa gacitctgttt gtagaattca cq gttcacct tttcaa.catc 240 

gctaagccala ggccaccct g gatgggtotg citaggtocta coat coaggc taggittitat 3OO 

gatacagtgg to attacact taagaac at g gottcc.catc. citgtcagtct tcatgctgtt 360 

ggtgitat cot actogaaagc titctgaggga gotgaatatg at gatcagac cagtcaaagg 420 

gagaaagaag atgataaagt ctitcc citggt ggaagccata catatgtctg go aggtocto 480 

aaagagaatg gtccaatggc citctgaccoa citgttgccitta cotact cata totttctdat 540 

gtggacctgg taaaagacitt gaatticaggc ct cattggag coctactagt atgtag agaa 600 

gggagtctgg ccaaggaaaa gacacagacc ttgcacaaat ttatac tact ttittgctgta 660 

tttgatgaag ggaaaagttg go acticagaa acaaagaact cott gatgca ggatagg gat 720 

gctgcatctg. citcgg gcct g goctaaaatg cacacagtca atggittatot aaac aggtot 78O 
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-continued 

cagt cagatc aagaggaaat tdactatoat gataccatat cagttgaaat gaagaaggaa 312 O 

gattittgaca tittatgatga ggatgaaaat cagagcc.ccc gcagotttca aaagaaaa.ca 318O 

cgacactatt ttattgctgc agtggagagg citctgggatt atgggatgag tag citcc cca 324 O 

catgttctaa gaalacagggc ticagagtggc agtgtcc citc agttcaagaa agttgtttitc 33OO 

caggaattta citgatggcto citt tacticag cccittatacc gtggagaact aaatgaacat 3360 

ttgggacitcc togggc cata tataagagca gaagttgaag ataat atcat ggtaactittc 342O 

agaaatcagg cctotcgtcc ctattoctitc tattotagoc ttatttctta tdaggaagat 3480 

cagaggcaag gag cagaacc tagaaaaaac tttgttcaagc ctaatgaaac caaaacttac 354. O 

ttittggaaag tdcaa.catca tatgg caccc actaaagatg agtttgact g caaag.cctgg 3600 

gottatttct citgatgttga cct ggaaaaa gatgtgcact caggcct gat togg accocitt 3660 

citggtotgcc acacta acac act galacc cit gct catggga gacaagtgac agtacaggaa 372 O 

tittgctctgt ttittcaccat citttgatgag accaaaagct ggtactitcac toaaaatatg 378 O. 

gaaagaaact gcagggctico Citgcaatato Cagatggaag atc.cc acttt taaagagaat 384 O 

tatcgctitcc atgcaatcaa toggctacata atggatacac tacctggctt agtaatggct 39 OO 

caggatcaaa goattc gatg gtatctgcto agcatgggca gcaatgaaaa catcc attct 396 O 

attcatttca gtggacatgt gttcactgta C gaaaaaaag aggagtataa aatgg cactg 4020 

tacaatctot atcCaggtgt ttttgagaca gtggaaatgt taccatccaa agctdgaatt 408 O 

tggcgggtgg aatgccittat toggc gag cat citacatgctg g gatgag cac actttittctg 414 O 

gtgtacagoa ataagtgtca gactic cocto ggaatggctt citggacacat tagagattitt 4200 

cagattacag cittcaggaca atatggacag toggc.cccaa agctdgc.cag actitcattat 4260 

to cqgatcaa totaatgcc to gag caccalag gag coctittt cittggat.ca a gqtggatctg 4320 

ttgg caccaa tattattoa cqgcatcaag acco agggtg ccc.gtcagaa gttct coagc 4.380 

citctacatct citcagtttat catcatgitat agtc.ttgatg ggaagaagt g g cagacittat 4 440 

c gaggaaatt coactggaac cittaatgg to ttctttggca atgttggattic atctgggata 4500 

aaacacaata tttitta acco tocaattatt gctcgataca toc gtttgca cccaacticat 45 60 

tatago attc gcago actict tcgcatggag ttgatgggct gtgatttaaa tagttgcago 462O 

atgc cattgg gaatggagag taaag caata toagatgcac agattactgc titcatccitac 4680 

tttaccalata totttgccac citggtotcct tcaaaag citc gacitt cacct coaagggagg 474. O 

agtaatgcct g gag acctica ggtgaataat coaaaag agt ggctocaagt ggactitccag 4800 

aaga caatga aagtcacagg agtaactact cagggagtaa aatctotgct taccago atg 4860 

tatgtcaagg agttcc to at citccagoagt caagatggcc atcagtggac totcittttitt 4920 

cagaatggca aagtaaaggt ttittcaggga aatcaag act cottcacacic totggtgaac 4.980 

totctaga.cc caccgttact gacitc.gctac citt.cgaattic accoccagag ttgggtgcac 5040 

cagattgc.cc tdaggatgga ggttctgggc tigc gagg cac agg accticta citga 5 O94 

<210> SEQ ID NO 2 
<211& LENGTH 12445 
&212> TYPE DNA 
<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence 
&220s FEATURE 

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: The DNA sequence of HSQRENeo. 
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agaatcaa.gc aag cagacca tataa.catct accotcacgg aatcactgat gttc.cgtoctit 228O 

tgtattoaag gagattacca aaaggtgtaa alacatttgaa goattitt.cca attctgc.ca.g 234. O 

gagaaatatt caaatataaa togacagtga citgtagaaga tigggccaact aaatcagatc 24 OO 

citcggtgcct gaccc.gct at tactic tagtt togttaatat ggagagagat citagcttcag 2460 

gact cattgg cccitct cotc atctgctaca aagaatctgt agatcaaaga ggaalaccaga 252O 

taatgtcaga caagaggaat gtcatcctgt tittctgtatt tatgagaac cqaagctggit 258O 

acct cacaga gaatatacaa C gotttcticc ccaatccago toggagtgcag citt gaggatc 264 O 

cagagttcca agc citccaac atcatgcaca gcatcaatgg citatgtttitt gatagitttgc 27 OO 

agttgtcagt ttgtttgcat gaggtggcat actggtacat totaagcatt gag cacaga 276 O. 

citg actitcct ttctgtctitc ttctotggat ataccttcaa acacaaaatg gtotatgaag 282O 

acacactcac cct attcc.ca ttctoaggag aaactgtc.tt catgtcgatg gaaaaccoag 2880 

gtotatggat totggggtgc cacaactcag actitt.cggaa cagaggcatg accgc.cittac 2.940 

tgaaggtttc tagttgttgac aagaacactg gtgattatta cqaggacagt tatgaagata 3OOO 

tittcagdata cittgctgagt aaaaacaatg ccattgaacc taggagcttic totcagaatc 3060 

caccagtott gaaacgc.cat caacgggaaa taacticgtac tactcittcag toagatcaag 312 O 

aggaaattga citatgatgat accatatoag titgaaatgaa gaaggaagat tittgacattt 318O 

atgatgagga togaaaatcag agcc.ccc.gca gCtttcaaaa gaaaacacga Cactattitta 324 O 

ttgctdcagt ggagaggcto toggattatg g gatgagtag citcc.ccacat gttctaagaa 33OO 

acagggctica gagtgg cagt gtc.ccitcagt to aagaaagt totttitccag gaatttactg 3360 

atggcticcitt tacticagocc titataccgtg gagaactaaa togaac atttg g g acticcitgg 342O 

ggccatatat aagagcagaa gttgaagata atato atggit aactittcaga aatcaggcct 3480 

citcgtoccita titccttct at totagoctta tttctitatga ggaagat cag aggcaaggag 354. O 

caga acctag aaaaaactitt gtcaa.gc.cta atgaalaccala aacttactitt toggaaagtgc 3600 

aa.catcatat ggcacccact aaagatgagt ttgactogcaa agcctgggct tatttct citg 3660 

atgttgacct ggaaaaagat gtgcactcag goctoattgg accocittctg. gttctgccaca 372 O 

citaacacact galaccctgct catgg gagac aagtgacagt acaggaattit gctctgttitt 378 O. 

toac catctt tatgaga.cc aaaagctggit actitcactga aaatatggala agaaactgca 384 O 

gggctoccitg caatat coag atggaagatc ccacttittaa agaga attat cqctt.ccatg 39 OO 

caatcaatgg citacataatg gatacactac citggcttagt aatggcticag gatcaaagga 396 O 

titcgatggta totgcticago atggg cagoa atgaaaa.cat coattictatt catttcagtg 4020 

gacatgtgtt cactgtacga aaaaaagagg agtataaaat gg cactgtac aatctotato 408 O 

caggtgttitt tag acagtg gaaatgttac catccaaagc tiggaatttgg cqggtggaat 414 O 

gccittattgg cqagcatcta catgctggga t gag cacact ttittctggtg tacagcaata 4200 

agtgtcagac toccctggga atggcttctg gacac attag agattitt cag attacagott 4260 

caggacaata togacagtgg gcc.ccaaagc tiggccagact tcattattoc ggatcaatca 4320 

atgcctggag caccaaggag coctitttctt goatcaaggt ggatctgttg goaccalatga 4.380 

ttatto acgg catcaag acc cagggtgc.cc gttcagaagtt citccago citc tacatctotc 4 440 

agtttatcat catgtatagt cittgatggga agaagtggca gacittatcga ggaaatticca 4500 
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citggaaccitt aatggtottc tittggcaatg toggatto atc toggataaaa cacaatattt 45 60 

ttaaccotcc aattattgct cq atacatcc gtttgcacco aactcattat agcattc.gca 462O 

gcactcitt.cg catggagttg atgggctgtg atttaaatag ttgcago at g c cattgggaa 4680 

tggagagtaa agcaat atca gatgcacaga ttact gottc atcc tactitt accalatatgt 474. O 

ttgccacct g g to tcc titca aaagctogac titcaccitcca agg gaggagt aatgcctgga 4800 

gaccitcaggt gaataatcca aaagagtggc tigcaagtgga citt.ccagaag acaatgaaag 4860 

to acaggagt aac tacticag ggagtaaaat citctgcttac cagoatgitat gtgaaggagt 4920 

to ct catcto cagoagtcaa gatggccatc agtgg actot cittttitt cag aatggcaaag 4.980 

taaaggttitt to agggaaat caagacitcct tca caccitgt ggtgaactct citaga.cccac 5040 

cgttactgac togctacctt cqaattcacc cccagagttg ggtgcaccag attgcc.ctda 51OO 

ggatggaggt totgggctgc gaggcacagg acctCtactg aggg.cgg.ccg. Ctgcagc acc 5 160 

tgcc actocc gtcaccitcto cotcc toagc ticcaggg cag tdtcc citcc c togcttgcct 5220 

totacctttg tdctaaatcc tag cagacac taccttgaag cotcctgaat taactatoat 528 O 

cagtcc toca tttctttggt ggggggccag gaggg to cat coaatttaac tta actotta 5340 

cctattittct gcagotgctc. ccagattact cottcctitcc aatataacta ggcaaaaaga 5 400 

agtgaggaga aacctgcatgaaag cattct tcc ctgaaaa gttaggcctic toaga.gtcac 546 O 

cactitcCtct gttgtagaaa aactattga tagaaactittg aaaaagatat titatgatgtt 552O 

aacatttcag gttaagccitc atacgtttaa aataaaactc. tcagttgttt attatcctga 558 O 

toaa.gcatgg aacaaag.cat gtttcaggat cagat caata caatcttgga gtcaaaaggc 5640 

aaatcatttg gacaatctgc aaaatggaga gaatacaata act actacag taaagttctgt 5700 

ttctgctitcc ttacacatag atataattat gttatttagt cattatgag g g g cacattct 576 O. 

tatctocaaa actago attc ttaaactgag aattatagat ggggttcaag aatcc ctaag 582O 

tocc citgaaa ttatataagg cattctgitat aaatgcaaat gtgcatttitt citgacgagtg 588 O 

to catagata toggacatat gacgtgagct cagat.ctittg tdaag galacc titactitctgt 594 O 

ggtgttgacat aattggacaa actacctaca gagatttaaa gotctaaggit aaatataaaa 6 OOO 

tttittaagtig tataatgttgt taaactactg attctaattg tttgttgtatt ttagattcca 6060 

accitatggaa citgatgaatg g gag cagtgg to gaatgcct ttaatgagga aaacctgttt 61.20 

tgcticagaag aaatgc catc tagtgatgat gaggctact g c tagtgttga acattctact 618O 

ccitccaaaaa agaagaga aa got agaagac cccaagg act titccittcaga attgctaagt 624 O 

tttittgagtc atgctgttgtt tagtaataga acticttgctt gctittgctat ttacaccaca 6300 

aaggaaaaag citgcactgct atacaagaaa attatggaaa aatattotgt aacctittata 6360 

agtagg cata acagttataa totata acata citgttttittc titacticcaca caggcataga 642O 

gtgttctgcta ttaataacta tactcaaaaa ttgttgtacct ttagctttitt aatttgtaaa 64.80 

ggggittaata aggaatattt gatgtatagt gcc ttgacta gagat cataa totago catac 654. O 

cacatttgta gaggttttac ttgctittaaa aaaccitccca caccitcc.ccc tdaacctgaa 6600 

acataaaatgaatgcaattg ttgttgttaa cittgtttatt gcagottata atggittacaa 6660 

ataaag caat agcatcacaa atttcacaaa taaag cattt ttittcactg.c attctagttg 672O 

tggtttgtcc aaactcatca atgitatctta totatotctgg atcct citacg ccggacgcat 678 O. 
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atcaatctaa agtatatatg agtaaacttg gtctgacagt taccalatgct taatcagtga 400 

ggcaccitatc. tcagogatct gtctatttcg titcatccata gttgcctgac toccogtcgt 460 

gtagataact acgatacggg agg gottacc atctggc.ccc agtgctgcaa toataccgc.g 52O 

agac coacgc. tcaccggcto cagatttatc agcaataaac cago.ca.go.ca gaagggcc.ga 58O 

gc gcagaagt ggtoctogcaa citttatcc.gc citc catc.ca.g. tct attaatt gttgc.cggga 640 

agctagagta agtagttcgc cagittaatag tittgcgcaac gttgttgcca ttgctgcagg FOO 

catcgtggtg to acgctcgt. c gtttggitat ggctt cattc agcto cqgtt cocaacgatc 760 

aaggcgagtt acatgatc.cc ccatgttgtg caaaaaag.cg gttagcticct tcggtc.citcc 820 

gatcgttgtc. agaagtaagt togcc.gcagt gttat cactc atggittatgg cago actgca 88O 

taattctott actgtcatgc catcc.gtaag atgcttittct gtgactggtg agtactcaac 940 

caagttcattctgagaatagt gtatgcgg.cg accgagttgc ticttgc.ccgg cqtcaiacacg 2OOO 

ggataatacc gcgc.ca cata gcagaactitt aaaagtgcto atcattggala aac gttcttic 2060 

gggg.cgaaaa citctoaagga tottaccgct gttgagatcc agttc gatgt aacco actog 2120 

tgcacccaac to atcttcag catcttttac titt caccago gtttctgggt gag caaaaac 218O 

agga aggcaa aatgcc.gcaa aaaagggaat aaggg.cgaca C ggaaatgtt gaatact cat 2240 

actcittccitt tttcaatatt attgaag cat ttatcagggit tattgttctoa toag.cggata 2300 

catatttgaa totatttaga aaaataaa.ca aataggggitt cog cqcacat titcc.ccgaaa 12360 

agtgccacct gacgtotaag aalaccatt at tat catgaca tta accitata aaaatagg.cg 2420 

tatcacgagg ccctttcg to ttcaa 2445 

<210> SEQ ID NO 3 
&2 11s LENGTH 23 
&212> TYPE DNA 

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens 

<400 SEQUENCE: 3 

gcc.cittittct toggatcaagg togg 23 

<210> SEQ ID NO 4 
&2 11s LENGTH 23 
&212> TYPE DNA 

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens 

<400 SEQUENCE: 4 

citcc citgagt agttacitcct gtg 23 

What is claimed is: 

1. A proceSS for expanding the population of endothelial 
cells obtained from peripheral blood comprising culturing, 
in contact with a collagen I-coated Surface, buffy coat cells 
obtained from peripheral mammalian blood in the presence 
of a cell culture medium containing an effective amount of 
vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF), and which 
medium is free of bovine brain extract, So as to expand the 
population of endothelial cells in Said buffy coat cells. 

2. The process of claim 1 wherein the blood is human 
blood. 

3. The process of claim 1 wherein said cell culture 
medium comprises heparin, dextran Sulfate or mixtures 
thereof. 

4. The process of claim 1 wherein the buffy coat cells are 
obtained by washing cells from a buffy coat layer obtained 
from human blood in cell culture medium comprising 20% 
human male Serum. 

5. The process of claim 1 wherein the cell culture medium 
comprises human basic fibroblast growth factor. 

6. The process of claim 1 or 5 wherein the cell culture 
medium comprises insulin-like growth factor. 



US 2006/OO13805 A1 

7. The process of claim 1 or 5 wherein the cell culture 
medium contains human epidermal growth factor. 

8. The process of claim 1 wherein the cell culture medium 
comprises about 0.5-10 vol-% fetal bovine serum and about 
95-99.5 vol-% of a cell culture medium. 

9. The process of claim 1 wherein the cultured cells are 
trypsinized at about 10-fold expansion, collected by cen 
trifugation, resuspended in cell culture medium, and Sub 
jected to continued culture in contact with a fibronectin/ 
gelatin-coated Surface. 

10. The process of claim 1 wherein the cultured cells are 
Subjected to cryopreservation. 

11. The process of claim 10 wherein the cells are frozen 
in a cryopreservation medium comprising fetal calf Serum 
containing an effective amount of dimethylsulfoxide. 

12. The process of claim 10 or 11 wherein the cryopre 
Served cells are thawed and culturing is resumed in Said cell 
culture medium. 

13. The process of claim 1 wherein the expanded popu 
lation comprises microvascular endothelial cells. 

14. The process of claim 13 wherein the microvascular 
endothelial cells are CD34", CD36" and express the P1H1 
antigen. 

15. A transgenic mammalian endothelial cell comprising 
an isolated DNA sequence encoding a recombinant Factor 
VIII protein. 

16. The transgenic endothelial cell of claim 15 wherein 
the Factor VIII protein is a hybrid human/porcine protein. 

17. A transgenic endothelial cell which is prepared by a 
proceSS comprising stably transforming a population of 
circulating human endothelial cells outgrown from blood 
with a vector comprising an isolated DNA sequence encod 
ing a preselected protein operably linked to a promoter 
functional in human endothelial cells. 

18. The transgenic endothelial cell of claim 17 wherein 
the DNA sequence encodes a Factor VIII protein. 

19. The transgenic endothelial cell of claim 17 wherein 
the DNA sequence comprises SEQ ID NO:1 or SEQ ID 
NO:2. 

20. The transgenic endothelial cell of claim 18 wherein 
the Factor VIII protein is a hybrid human/porcine protein. 

21. The transgenic endothelial cell of claim 18 wherein 
the Factor VIII protein is a chimeric human protein. 

22. The transgenic endothelial cell of claim 17 wherein 
the DNA sequence further comprises a Selectable marker 
gene or a reporter gene. 

23. The transgenic endothelial cell of claim 17 which is 
prepared by lipofection. 

24. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a popula 
tion of the transgenic endothelial cells of claim 15 or 17 in 
combination with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

25. A method of treating hemophilia comprising intro 
ducing an amount of the endothelial cells of claim 15 or 17 
into the bloodstream of a mammal afflicted with hemophilia 
so that an effective amount of a Factor VIII protein is 
Secreted into the bloodstream of Said mammal. 
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26. The method of claim 25 wherein the mammal is a 
human. 

27. An implantable medical prosthetic device comprising 
a Surface coated with the endothelial cells of claim 17 
wherein the protein is expressed in an amount effective to 
increase the biocompatibility of Said device upon implanta 
tion into a mammal. 

28. The device of claim 27 which comprises a plastic 
Surface, a metal Surface or a laminate Surface. 

29. The device of claim 28 which is a vascular graft. 
30. The device of claim 28 which is a shunt or a stent. 
31. The device of claim 28 which is a heart valve. 
32. The device of claim 28 which is a controlled drug 

release depot. 
33. A diagnostic method comprising: 
detecting or determining whether an expanded population 

of endothelial cells obtained from peripheral blood of a 
test mammal has an acquired or genetic indication or 
disease relative to a control expanded population of 
endothelial cells obtained from a mammal not at risk of 
the acquired or genetic indication or disease, wherein 
the expanded cells are obtained by culturing, in contact 
with a collagen I-coated Surface, mononuclear cells 
from a buffy coat layer obtained from the peripheral 
blood of the test mammal in the presence of a cell 
culture medium containing an effective amount of 
vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF), which 
medium is free of bovine brain extract, So as to yield an 
expanded population of endothelial cells. 

34. The method of claim 33 wherein the indication or 
disease is a clotting disorder. 

35. The method of claim 33 wherein the indication or 
disease is associated with a reduction in the activity of an 
enzyme. 

36. The method of claim 33 wherein the indication or 
disease is acquired. 

37. The method of claim 33 wherein the indication or 
disease is associated with expression of a mutant gene in 
endothelial cells. 

38. The method of claim 33 wherein the indication or 
disease is associated with altered expression of a gene in 
endothelial cells of the test mammal relative to the control. 

39. The method of claim 33 wherein the mammal is a 
human. 

40. The method of claim 33 wherein the cultured cells 
were Subjected to cryopreservation. 

41. The method of claim 33 wherein the expanded popu 
lation comprises microvascular endothelial cells. 

42. The method of claim 41 wherein the microvascular 
endothelial cells are CD34", CD36" and express the P1H1 
antigen. 

43. The method of claim 33 wherein antibodies were not 
employed to obtain the buffy coat mononuclear cells. 

k k k k k 


