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This invention relates in general to a drafting
table, and in particular the invention is directed
to, and it is my principal object to provide, an
improved drafting table including a plurality of
working surfaces or drawing boards arranged in
a unique assembly.

Another object of the invention is to provide
2 drafting table of the type described arranged
for movement to sclectively dispose any one of
the plurality of working surfaces in a common
position for use.

An additional object of the invention is to
provide a multiple working surface drafting table
which occupies a minimum of floor space, and yet
provides ample leg room for a draftsman seated
adjacent or standing at the table.

A further object is to provide means for sup-
porting a drafting implement in position for use
on any surface of the table when such surface is
in operative position. -

A further object of the invention is to pro-
duce a simple and inexpensive device and yet
one which will be exceedingly effective for the
purpose for which it is designed.

These objects I accomplish by means of such
structure and relative arrangement of parts as
will fully appear by a perusal of the following
specification and claims.

In the drawings similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in the several views:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device.

Figure 2 is an end view, partly in section.

TFigure 3 is a foreshortened, longitudinal verti-
cal section on line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Referring now more particularly to the char-
acters of reference on the drawings, the device
comprises an elongated rectangular frame or base
{ supported adjacent its corners by feet 2; there
being a rigid A frame 3 mounted in connection
with and upstanding from each end of base I.
A horizontal shaft 4 extends between brackets b
on the upper end of frames 3 and is held in non-
rotatable relation by means of nuts 6 threaded
on the ends of said shaft.

An elongated, three-sided drafting table, tri-
angular in cross-section, is journaled axially on
shaft 4 for rotation thereabout; such table being
constructed and mounted as follows:

Triangular heads or end plates 7, which are
slightly concave to strengthen the same, are
‘mounted on and rigidly supported by a horizontal
sleeve & which surrounds shaft 4 between
brackets 5. .Heads 9 on the ends of sleeve 8 are
provided with ball bearings 18 which surround
and ride shaft 4. Spacing or friction washers {1
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are disposed on shaft 4 between heads 9 and
brackets 5.

Along their outer edges the triangular end
plates 1 are formed with inturned flanges 12;
rectangular wooden drawing boards {3 extend-
ing between and being secured on said flanges.
In order to protect the edges of the boards from
undue wear, they are reinforced by angle irons
14. Horizontal pipes 15 extend between and are
secured to the end plates at corresponding
corners and provide additional strengthening
means for the table assembly.

At one end of the table and at the corners of
the adjacent end plate, I provide socket pieces 16
whose sockets {1 are all disposed in a common
circle concentric with shaft 4; there being a
spring pressed detent 18 adapted to normally
engage in one of said sockets. Such detent is
mounted on base | in such offset position rela-
tive to shaft 4 that when the detent is engaged
in a socket, the then uppermost drawing board
is disposed at a proper slope for ease of working
thereon, as will be apparent from Fig. 2.

A horizontal lever 19 is journaled on and above
the base | at the end adjacent the detent; one
end of said lever having a radial and depending
fork 20 engaging the back or inner surface of an
enlarged head 21 on the outer end of the detent,
while the other end of the lever is formed with
a radial foot pedal 22 which projects substantially
horizontally inward above the front portion of
the base. :

A vertical post 28 is mounted on the back por-
tion of base | centrally of its ends, and at the
upper end said post is provided with a bracket 24.
The bracket projects above the extended plane
of any table surface when in operative position
and provides a mounting means for the anchor
member of the parallel links of a drafting ma-
chine of the well known and so-called “universal”
type and which includes a straight edge adapted
to rest on the work on the table. By reason of
this arrangement, the drafting machine may be
permanently mounted on the bracket 24, since
it is only necessary to swing or fold the links of
the machine back clear of the table when the
latter is swung from. one position to another.

In use, a draftsman who is working on a plu-
rality of drawings or lay-outs attaches each to
one of the drawing boards {3 rather than using
a, plurality’ of drafting tables as is now the
practice, and which requires an undue amount
of floor space and equipment.

To move one beard out of the way and an-
other into working position, the draftsman
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merely steps on pedal 22 which withdraws detent
18, permitting the table to be rotated until the
desired board is in place, whereupon the pedal
is released and the detent returned to the corre-
sponding socket.

The device conserves office space, reduces the
amount of drafting equipment required, and by
reason of the novel triangular structure, the
draftsman has ample leg room at all times, as
will be obvious.

‘With the exception of the drawing boards; the

structure above described is constructed mainly

of metal, thus providing ample rigidity and

weight as is desirable in a drafting table:
From the foregoing description it will be readily

seen that I have produced such a.device as-sub~’

stantially fulfills the objects of the invention as
set forth herein.

While this specification sets forth in detail the
present and preferred construction of the de~
vice, still in practice such. deviations from. such
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detail may be resorted to as do not form a de-
parture from the spirit of the invention, as de-
fined by the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and useful and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

A drafting unit including a base, a multi-side
drafting table, means mounting the table for
rotation about a horizontal axis disposed sym-
metrical to all the sides of the table whereby to
dispose any side in operative position at will and
at a common operating level, a rigid vertical post
upstanding from the base behind the table
and a drafting-instrument supporting bracket
mounted on the post adjacent said operative level
for operation on any side of the table when dis-
posed in operative position and clear of the path
of rotation of the rear edge of any side of the
table.

ROBERT G. LETOURNEAU.



